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Israeli jets raid South Lebanon 

SIDON, Lebanon (R) — Israeli fighter jets attacked 
suspected guerrilla targets in South Lebanon on Sun- 
day hoars after guerrillas wounded three Israeli sol- 
diers in an attack, Lebanese security sources said. 
They said the planes fired at least three rockets into 
Jabal Safi in Iqlim AJ Toufah highlands used by pro- 
Iranian Hizbollab (party of-God) guerrillas to attack 
Israeli forces occupying a border zone to the south. 
There was no immediate report of casualties in the air 
raid, the first on Lebanon in more than a month. The 
air raid came hours after three Israeli soldiers were 
wounded, one seriously, by anti-tank fire from 
Hizbollah guerrillas in the South Lebanon zone. 
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Israel changing Jerusalem’s demographics’ 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Faisal Husseini, the 
Palestinian official who holds the Jerusalem portfolio, 
accused Israel on Sunday of seeking to reduce the num- 
ber of Palestinians in the Holy City. Mr. Husseini 
denounced the confiscation by Israel of identity cards 
which give their bearers the right to reside in Jerusalem. 
"These reprisals indicate that the Israeli policy to reduce the 
number of Palestinians living in the city is continuing," he 
said. Mr. Husseini made the comment during a sit-in held by 
about SO Palestinians in front of the Israeli interior min- 
istry to protest the cards’ seizure. “Israeli law considers us 
foreigners living permanently in their country," Mr. Hus- 
seini said. He said the interior ministry has taken back more 
than 200 identity cards from Palestinian residents of 
Jerusalem in recent months, saying they live outside the 
municipal boundary. 
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King receives troika delegation, urges mobilisation 
of efforts to achieve comprehensive, lasting peace 

Crown Prince says proposed OCME not alliance but forum for cooperation 


AMMAN (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday praised the European 
role in the Middle East peace 
process and stressed the 
need for mobilising all efforts 
to bring about just, lasting and 
comprehensive Arab-1 sradi 
peace. 

King Hussein was speaking 
during a meeting at the Royal 
Court with a delegation from 
the European troika led by 
Irish Foreign Minister Dick 
s pring in the presence of His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabar- 
iti 

During the meeting, the two 
sides reviewed the latest 
developments in die peace 
process. 

The troika delegation 
stressed that the European 
Union (EU) will pursue 
efforts in support of the peace 
process, adding that Europe 
will provide assistance to 


boost the economy of the 
countries in the region as a 
contribution towards achiev- 
ing prosperity and stability. 

Pnnce Hassan also met with 
the troika team which later 
left for Gaza and preserved to 
them Jordan's comprehensive 
concept of the nature of rela- 
tions with the EU in the com- 
ing stage, including the 
future partnership which is 
expected to be achieved 
before the end of the year. 

Prince Hassan explained the 
different sides of economic 
development in Jordan aimed 
at achieving the targets of the 
economic reform programme. 
He also urged the Europeans 
to provide financing to Jor- 
dan's social and productive 
programmes, which include 
the development of education, 
health, infrastructure and 
technology. 

The Crown Prince stressed 
the importance of opening EU 
markets to Jordan’s agricultur- 


al and light industrial exports. 

Prince Hassan, who has pro- 
posed the establishment of an 
organisation for cooperation 
in the Middle East (OCME), a 
proposal which was endorsed 
by British Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind, said the 
OCME would not be an 
alliance against any parly or a 
replacement for the Arab 
League. 

He said the organisation 
would be a roundtable for dis- 
cussion and a forum for dia- 
logue and cooperation. 

Mr. Spring said in a state- 
ment upon arriving in Amman 
from Damascus that the EU is 
concerned over the current 
difficulties facing the peace 
process, recalling that the EU 
has assigned a special envoy 
to the region to follow up on 
all outstanding issues. 

He said that the troika team 
had held several meetings 
with Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat with the purpose of 


giving impetus to the peace 
process and to help in the 
implementation of the lsraeli- 
Paleslinian accord on the 
redeployment of Israeli forces 
in Hebron. 

The troika team groups 
Dutch Foreign Minister Van 
Mierlo, the Italian Foreign 
Ministry's political affairs 
chief Amedeo de Franchis and 
the Vice President of the Euro- 
pean Commission Manuel 
Marin. 

In Gaza,' the troika team was 
received immediately by Mr. 
Arafat. This was the first time 
the troika, comprising (be 
present, past and future chair 
nations of the EU, had visited 
a Palestinian autonomous 
area without also visiting 
Israel and meeting Israeli 
officials. 

Mr. Spring had said they 
would not go to Jerusalem, 
after Israel opposed their 
plans to visit Orient House, 
the Palestine Liberation 


Organisation headquarters in 
(be eastern sector of the city. 

They said that under such 
conditions, they would rather 
not meet Israeli officials. 

The troika flew from 
Amman to Ben Gurion airport 
near Tel Aviv, then travelled 
by car to Gaza City. 

Mr. Spring said Sunday in 
Damascus that Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad “favours 
a European role in the peace 
process and the naming of a 
special European envoy to the 
Middle East in addition to the 
role played by" the U.S.. 
sponsor of the Middle East 
peace talks. 

Israel and the United States 
oppose such a European role, 
but Arab countries have wel- 
comed it. The- EU last month 
appointed Spain's ambassador 
to Israel, Miguel Angel 
Moratinos, as its special envoy 
to the Mkkkfle East. 

(Continued on page 7) 



Algerian policemen and firemen inspect in Algiers the wreckage of a bus after a 
bomb blast that killed 10 people and injured more than 20 on Sunday. The bomb 
ripped apart a passing bus in the Algerian capital, security forces said. It was the 
latest upsurge of violence ahead of a referendum which would ban parties based on 
religion. The blast, in the south Algiers suburb of Birkhadem, tore the coach apart 
taking workers to their jobs at 7.30 a.m. Security forces, in a statement on the offi- 
cial news agency APS, gave no further details, other than to blame a “criipinal 
action*', an official Algerian term for Islamist rebels who for five years have sought 
to topple the authorities (AFP photo) 
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Abul Ragheb meets 
Iraqi counterpart 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Trade and Industry Ali 
Abul Ragheb Sunday 
received his Iraqi counterpart 
Mo hammad Mehdi Saleh 
and discussed with him 
ways of iiqpjementmg tbe 
Jottianian-Iratp trade proto- 
col, signed earlier this year. 
The two ministers agreed 
flat the joint Jofdanian-Iraqi 
committee will meet in the 
beginning of 1997. 

30,000 secular Turks 
participate in march 

ANKARA (AFP) — Tens of 
dxwsands of Hides worried 
by the rise of Islamic fun- 
damentalism in their country 
marched through die streets 
of Ankara on Sunday to 
demonstrate their support for 
secularism. Some 30,000 
matchers paid homage to 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, 
founder of the modem and 
secular Turkish republic, on 
the 58th anniversary of his 
death, visiting his mausoleum 
in the capital “We represent 
die majority of the Turkish 
people and will never allow 
a Sharia mle in our country." 
said Suphi Gursoytrak, head 
of /'tbe Ataturitisl Thought 
Association, which organised 
the march. Many of ' those 
attending the demonstration, 
the hugest of its kind in the 
Torkish capital, shouted slo- 
gans like “Turkey will stay 
secular until eternity." 
Seme demonstrators openly 
criticised the ruling Welfare 
Party of Prime Minister 
Neeme trin Erbakan, which 
took up a radical stance 
against secularism and 
Ataturk’ s pro-Western ideals 
before last December’s leg- 
islative elections, but later 
softened its attitude. 


Iran plans university 
on disputed island 

TEHRAN (API — Iran plans 
to open a university on the 
Gulf island of Abu Musa in a 
move that could heighten ten- 
sion with the United Arab 
Emirates, which also claims 
sovereignty over the island. 
The Jomhuri Island daily on 
Sunday quoted Hossein Sad- 
eqi Shoja. head of the Rayam- 
e-Noor University, as saying 
university will open a cam- 
pus on Abu Musa during cele- 
tations in February to mark 
toe 18th anniversary of Iran's 
Islamic revolution. Some 
^000 Arabs and Iranians 
inhabit the tiny island. Open- 
ing a university campus there 
could be a way of luring more 

Iranians. 


GCC warns Israel against 
failure to honour agreements 


Palestinian-Israeli talks 

Kabariti reiterates support for Palestinians 


DOHA (Agencies) — Gulf 
states want Israel to abide 
by its agreements with the 
Arabs and will take unspec- 
ified measures against the 
Jewish state if it fails to do 
so, Qatar's foreign minister 
said Sunday. 

“We hope the Israeli gov- 
ernment will change its atti- 
tude on the peace process 
and respect agreements 
which have been signed," 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem 
Ben Jabr AJ Thani told 
reporters after Gulf foreign 
ministers met here. 

Sheikh Hamad sharply 
criticised Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s proposal to 
grant the Palestinians a sta- 
tus similar to that of the 
European principality of 
Andorra or Puerto Rico. 

“The GCC states rejected 
Netanyahu’s stand on the 
Palestinian self-determina- 
tion issue," Sheikh Hamad 
told reporters at the end of a 
two-day meeting of GCC 
foreign ministers in Doha. 

“They reaffirmed that 
Palestinians should have the 
right to self-determination 
on their national soil, and 
not under Israeli authority." 
he said. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat has rejected a pro- 
posal by Mr. Netanyahu to 
grant the Palestinian territo- 
ries the status of an Andor- 
ra or a Puerto Rico. 

Mr. Arafat, in remarks 
made to Jordanian reporters 
in the West Bank city of 
Nablus Saturday, flatly 

turned down Mr. 

Netanyahu’s proposal and 
said it was a “violation of 
previous agreements." 


"The Israelis must respect 
fully what was concluded in 
Madrid and Oslo and the 
agreements which emerged 
from them," Sheikh Hamad 
said, voicing the hope that 
the peace process would 
also continue on the 
Lebanese and Syrian 
tracks. 

“The Gulf Cooperation 
Council countries are fol- 
lowing the situation closely 
and will take adequate mea- 
sures to retaliate against 
Israel if it reneges on its 
'commitments, 7 ’ the Qatari 
minister said. 

The GCC — made up of 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates and Oman 
— failed to release its usual 
statement following the 
meeting which was boy- 
cotted by Bahrain amid a 
territorial dispute with 
Qatar. 

Qatar and Oman are the 
only Gulf states to have 
begun taking steps toward ' 
normalising relations with 
Israel, with each signing an 
agreement this year to 
exchange trade representa- 
tive offices. 

However, Qatar has sus- 
pended plans to open its 
trade office in Tel Aviv in 
protest at the hardline poli- 
cies of the new government 
of Mr. Netanyahu. 

“Qatar has not returned to 
tbe beginning in its relations 
with Israel but has just 
frozen the development of 
these relations," Sheikh 
Hamad said. 

The Israeli trade office has 
stayed open here, and 
Israeli firms are artending 
an exhibition for police and 


military equipment which 
opened here on Saturday. 

“Qatar -has not cancelled 
its agreements with Israel 
because our choice is peace 
and normalisation. It’s 
Israel which has foiled to 
live up to its commitments," 
he said. 

Sheikh Hamad said he 
“still hoped that our broth- 
ers in Bahrain would 
attend" the GCC summit 
scheduled here for Dec. 7-9 
and drop plans to boycott 
the meeting. 

Qatar “is not opposed to 
Bahrain raising any subject" 
during the summit and 
GCC Secretary General 
Jamil AJ Hujallan would 
visit Bahrain soon in a bid 
to mediate, the Qatari min- 
ister said. 

But Sheikh Hamad said 
Qatar did not plan to with- 
draw its case from the 
International Court of Jus- 
tice (1CJ) in the Hague con- 
cerning the dispute over the 
Hawar Islands. Bahrain has 
asked it to withdraw the 
case and accept Saudi medi- 
ation. 

Sheikh Hamad repeated 
the GCC stand that Iraq 
must apply all U.N. resolu- 
tions adopted since it invad- 
ed Kuwait in August 1 990. 

He added that Gulf states 
“suppon and encourage the 
application of the oil-for- 
food deal" allowing Bagh- 
dad to resume limited oil 
exports in return for food 
and medicine. 

The GCC foreign minis- 
ters were meeting here to 
try to set an agenda for the 
summit next month in 
Doha. 


Mubarak: 
Israel must 
adhere to 
commitments 

CAIRO (APi — President 
Hosm Mubarak Sunday made 
a thinly- veiled call on Israel to 
adhere to its commitments, 
saying a Middle East peace 
settlement was the key to pros- 
perity in the area. 

Addressing a new session of 
parliament. Mr. Mubark said: 
"Egypt was the first in the 
peace process and will contin- 
ue its clear position to call for 
a comprehensive and just 
peace which ensures equality 
for all the people in the 
region." 

Peace will provide security 
for everyone and will nor be 
held up by those who are try- 
ing to destroy it. Mr. Mubarak 
said. 

“We call on everyone to 
adhere to their choice of peace 
as a strategic goal like us and 
that they do so practically by 
being committed ro all agree- 
ments reached....” he said. 

President Mubarak was 
apparently referring to Israel's 
repeated delay of its troop 
redeployment from the West 
Bank town of Hebron as pro- 
vided for under the 1993 peace 
accords between the Jewish 
stale and to Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation. 

Meanwhile an Israeli Arab 
has gone missing in Cairo, his 
brother and Israeli embassy' 
officials said Sunday. 

Azam Azam. 35. a mechan- 
ic at the Egyptian -Israeli tex- 
tile factory Tetrnn. was 
grabbed by unidentified men 
on Wednesday night outside 
his Cairo hotel, his brother. 
Wafa, told the Associated 
Press. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Sun- 
day received a telephone 
call from Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat who dis- 
cussed with the King the 
latest developments in the 
Israeli-Palestinian negotia- 
tions and the Palestinian 
leadership's stand on the 
various proposals put forth 
by the Israeli government 
for the implementation of 
the Palestinian-Israeli 
accords. 

King Hussein reiterated 
Jordan’s support for efforts 
aimed at overcoming obsta- 
cles impeding tbe imple- 
mentation of the agree- 
ments. 

The King stressed the 
need for denying the 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Indonesian 
President Suharto arrives tens 
today, Monday, for talks with 
His Majesty King Hussein on 
means of “further bolstering 
economic ties and commer- 
cial relations," as well as 
issues of mutual concern, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
announced Sunday. 

According to official 
sources. President Suharto, 
who wiD be accompanied by 
private andjaublic sector busi- 
ness delegations on his four- 
day visit, .will sign a number 
of bOoteral protocols in an 
official ceremony to be held at 


extremists the chance to 
exploit the current circum- 
stances to achieve their 
objectives. 

King Hussein briefed Mr. 
Arafat on the outcome of 
contacts he has had with 
leaders of different coun- 
tries aimed at giving impe- 
tus to the peace process. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said Sunday 
that Jordan’s support for the 
Palestinian people to enable 
them to build their national 
institutions and regain their 
rights and establish their 
independent state on their 
national soil are among the 
country’s priorities. 

Speaking during a meet- 
ing in his office with the 
director of the political 


Raghadan Palace on Ttiesday 
iiKHmng. 

The 25-member public sec- 
tor and the 12-raember private 
sector delegations wifi hold 
talks with counterparts from 
the Amman Chamber of 
Industry, the Jordanian Busi- 
nessmen's Association (JBA) 
and the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade. 

Official talks between the 
government and the Indone- 
sian delegation will aim at 
encouraging node between 
the two countries and estab- 
lishing industrial joint ven- 
tures. Secretary General at the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Mohammed Bani Ham 
told the Jordan Tunes. The 


department at the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Farouk Kaddoumi, 
Mr. Kabariti „called-for 
pooling regional and 
international efforts to 
ensure the success of the 
peace process. 

During the meeting, 
which took place in the 
presence of Palestinian 
ambassador to Jordan Omar 
A1 Khatib, Mr. Kabariti and 
Mr. Kaddoumi exchanged 
views on the latest develop- 
ments in the Palestinian- 
Israeli negotiations, focus- 
ing on talks over the rede- 
ployment of Israeli forces in 
Hebron as well as the out- 
standing obstacles facing 
the peace process. 


Jordanian side to the talks will 
be headed by Acting Minister 
of Trade and Industry and 
Minister of Higher Education 
Abdullah Ensoar. 

Dr. Bani Ham said "we 
hope we wifi be able to sign 
three agreements: one for tbe 
protection and the encourage- 
ment of investments, one to 
avoid dual taxation, and, final- 
ly, one regulating maritime 
transportation md trade 
exchanges." The agreements 
were approved by the Cabinet 
Satuiday. 

Dr. Bani Hard said the two 
countries wifi also discuss 
trade relations and means of 

(Continued on page 7) 


Suharto arrives here today on 
visit aimed at bolstering ties 


Jordan sceptical Cairo summit will achieve economic breakthroughs 


gy Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Joniart Times 

AMMAN — While the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit,, to open in 
.Cairo on Tuesday, is an opportu- 
nity for the region’s countries to 
present their projects to potential 
investors, Jordan is sceptical that 
breakthroughs in the way of 
major ventures would nuiteri- 
alise during the summit in the 
absence of comprehensive peace 
in the region. Minister of Trade 
and Industry Ali Abul Ragheb 
said Sunday. 

i “Notwithstanding al! Ur »o.i- 
tive aspects of any such ec ■: on>- 
ic gatherings that give both the 
private and public sectors from 


different countries the opportu- 
nity to meet and discuss busi- 
ness, the main ingredient for 
prosperity in the region remains 
to be missing.” he said. 

“The absence of just and com- 
prehensive peace in the region 
will have its negative impact 
during the Cairo summit” Mr. 
Abul Ragheb, who is heading 
the Jordanian delegation to the 
summit, told the Jordon Times 
on the eve of the departure to 
Cairo. 

Reflecting a more sombre atti- 
tude towards MENA than that of 
the over-emhusiasii-: rivori 
that prevailed prior ic a-st 
MENA conference in Amman. 
Jordanian officials say inai 
expectations this time around 


are not too high because of polit- 
ical setbacks in the (• -iv.* 
process. 

“Stability and peace are pre- 
requisites for development and 
prosperity. Until they become 
established frets on the ground, 
investors will continue to be 
wary of major contribution to 
what is often termed as peace 
promoting ventures,” Mr. Abul 
Ragheb said. 

Barriers in the way of promot- 
ing business and trade exchange 
will crop up in Cairo, the minis- 
ter said. Most importin' H 
• ..‘.'Sc. said. :ir? 

■. ' y i>ra*l in Paie> 

5 e!i a.- strict prucetiir. 
crossings between Israel 
both Jordan and Egypt.” 


This Israeli attitude will 
teMwi negatively on the summit 
•is the lack of political progress 
will discourage investors, said 
Mr. Abul Ragheb. 

Other officials agreed that it 
would be difficult to market pro- 
jects as the Red Sea- Dead Sea 
canal and other projects aimed at 
promoting joint tourism pack- 
ages in Israel, Jordan and Egypt 
under the current political cir- 
cumstances which are mired by 
tension and uncertainty. 

While in Amman and 
Cvs sb' iiica's MENA summits 
I o’-. join: projects between 
Mirdap, the Palestinian*, 
: j. . pi w ire valued at tens of 
•illir.'i of dollars, at the Cairo 
■.v*n fere nee ihis year. Jordan will 


present small-scale joint projects 
mainly to deal with crossings 
improvement and tourism devel- 
opment with Israel. 

But officials and businessmen 
alike agree thai the Cairo sum- 
mit will be beneficial in that 
businessmen will be able to con- 
front officials with the obstacles 
in laws and regulations that 
make investment a rather diffi- 
cult cask for entrepreneurs. 

“It is known that in the Middle 
East many productive measures 
in areas of laws and regulations 
have ver to be adopted fo? 
enhancing investment opnvn'*- 
r.tties. :<nd O' fro would be •* 
pod venue for di: cuss' ng .- 
issues v. ith the privie xiu 
Mr. Abui Ragheb said 


During the Cairo summit, in 
which Jordan will be officially 
represented by Mr. Abul ! 
Ragheb. Telecommunications 
Minister JamaJ Saraireh, Trans- 
port Minister Nasser Lawzi, 
Planning Minister Riraa Khalaf 
and Finance Minister Marwan 
Awad, Jordan will present a 
number of energy, industry and 
mining, telecommunications, 
transport, tourism and witter 
projects. 

About 88 countries will partic- 
ipate in the Cairo conference 
expected to be attended by over 
3.1KHI delegates. o | 

The summit wiil be opened by ' 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 
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Israel, Syria move closer to resuming peace talks 


OCUUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel and 
Syria have both signalled in 
recent days that they may 
resume their peace talks in 
January, nearly a year after 
they wore Frozen, despite a 
teccnr spate of v in fence ‘ in 
South Lebanon. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Bcuxuiniii Neuinj .ilm said 
vatuula} lie is con iluent that 
jv.jcc neg<x'i.iiinn< xviih 
Syria ilia) '■lari again in Jan- 
uary or even earlier. 

\nd Syrian Foreign Minis- 
ter Farm.] A1 Sharaa voiced 
optimism in Paris tliat. fol- 
lowing intenention by the 
United Slates, the talks on 
ice since February could 
resume early next year. 

"It is an interesting state- 
ment. I was very happy to 


hear what the (Syrian) for- 
eign minister said.” Mr. 
Netanyahu said Saturday in 
response to Share's remarks. 

‘Tin confident that we can 
restore the Isreeli-Syrian 
peace talks soon, perhaps in 
January or ev en before.” he 
said- 

Syria on Saturday wel- 
comed the reeleetionof U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and 
said it expected him to rev he 
the faltering Middle East 
peace process during his sec- 
ond term. 

Mr. Clinton, in response to 
a congratulatory message 
from Syrian President Hafez 
A I Assad, said Friday that 
achieving a “just and com- 
prehensive'' peace in the 
Middle East would be one of 
die White Houses “top pri- 


orities. 

The U.S. president added 
that he was looking forward 
to working with Mr. Assad 
in eliminating the threat of 
war in the region and 
achieving peace between 
Israel and Syria. 

The official Syrian press 
said Mr. Clinton, now 
“released from electoral 
ci >nsi mints. could make cru- 
cial decisions in favor of 
peace and stability" in the 
region. U.S. president'* can- 
not serve more than two 
terms. 

Damascus is demanding 
the return of the Golan 
Heights as a condition for 
any peace treaty with Israel, 
which captured the strategic 
plateau in the 1%7 Arah- 
Israeli war and annexed it 14 


years later. 

Mr. Netanyahu has ruled 
out a Jand-for-peace settle- 
ment with Syria, unlike the 
previous labour-led govern- 
ment which had hinted some 
kind of pullback on the 
strategic heights might be 
negotiated. 

But since the end of Octo- 
ber. Israel has been striking a 
more conciliatory lone. 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy, who visited Egvpiun 
President Hosni Mubarak in 
Cairo last week, said the ten- 
sion with Syria has 
declined. He also proposed 
secret contacts with Syria on 
re-starting negotiations. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordcchai sent a 
signal to Syria at the end of 
October, sa vine no one in 


the Israeli government has 
come out against a with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights in principle. 

“No official in our govern- 
ment ever said that we would 
not give up a centimetre of 
this territory.” he said. 

Easing tension on ihc 
diplomatic front, however, 
has not prevented a resur- 
gence in violence in south 
Lebanon between the Shiite 
Hizbollah militia and Israeli 
forces in the “security zone” 
the Jewish state occupies. 

Israel says die militia 
receives support from Syria. 
Damascus, which has about 
35.000 troops stationed in 
Lebanon, is the main power- 
broker there. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel eases closure on self-rule areas 


GAZA (R> — Thousands or Palestinian workers returned to 
their jobs in Israel chi Sunday when the Jewish stale cased a clo- 
sure on the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Palestinian Brigadier- 
General Saeb Al Ajcz. security commander in the northern Gaza 
Strip, said dial of the 15,000 Gaza Strip workers allowed to 
work in Israel. 8.000 left at dawn to return to jobs in the Jewish 
state. He said that before last month's total closure, about 20.300 
Palestinian workers from the West Bank had been given permits 
to work in Israel. But it was difficult to know how many had 
entered Israel after the closure was eased. Israel sealed off the 
Gaza Strip and parts of the West Bank in 1994 after the arrival 
of Palestinian President Yasser Arafat to self-rule areas. This clo- 
sure was never lifted entirely but eased intermittently. 


TUrkish MPs to discuss alleged state-mafia links 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey's parliament is set to debate alleged 
ties between the state and organised crime after a fatal accident 
linked a lop security official and a gangster, state-run Anatolian 
news agency said on Sunday. A vote on whether to begin a par- 
liamentary' investigation will be held after Tuesday's speeches 
by the government and political parties, Anatolian said. The 
scandal unfolded after a mobster wanted for dreg dealing and 
political killings died in the same car as a police chief and a for- 
mer beauty queen in a traffic accident last weekend. Interior 
Minister Mehmet Agar resigned in the wake of the scandal, say- 
ing he wished to clear the way for a parliamentary investigation. 
Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan and his deputy Tansu Ciller 
both denied any connection between the two matters. 


Blast kills two during rircumeision 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — A man and a woman were killed and 
42 wounded, some seriously, by an unexplained blast during a 
circumcision ceremony in the Omdurman district of the 
Sudanese capital. An official of the attorney generals office told 
the independent Akhbar Al Youm daily on Sunday that an 
"unidentified object” exploded during die ceremony Friday 
night An investigation has already starred, the official added. 
The official said the district where the incident happened is a 
shanty town without electricity. 


Qatar, France sign security accord 


DOHA (AFP) — Qatar and France on Sunday signed an 
agreement on security cooperation, the official Qaiari News 
Agency (QNAi said. Qatar's Prime Minister and Interior Min- 
ister Sheikh Abdullah Ben Khalifa .Al Thani and French Interi- 
or Minister Jean-Louis Dcbrc signed the accord on boosting 
cooperation in “different areas of security." QNA said. The two 
also di .reused “cooperation between the two countries and how 
to develop it.” KT> ire they signed lire memorandum of under- 
standing on security, the news agency said. 


British warship rescues Pakistani crew 


PV.T. -M : MT A helicopter from a royal na'y wuiship. the 
llM's bivptrir^t-. plv.clcd all nine Pakistan; crewmen from a 
.-inking -hip during a night rescue in ill.* Gulf, 

t!-; Ln;i*h esnl\is>y said Sunday. The Lynx helicopter flew 
. .e!. to i he rieo.»; er with the crewmen after responding in a 
dl-li-.'s. ..-.ill ,; i:d. v from the tr.iditifii.il -aiMiie dll' -v. whose 
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Lebanon, Syria boycott summit 
to deprive Israel of economic gains 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon 
and Syria are boycotting the 
Middle East economic confer- 
ence in Cairo as pan of a poli- 
cy aimed at denying Israel eco- 
nomic gains before the estab- 
lishment of a comprehensive 
peace. 

Lebanese economic sources 
however fear that such “mar- 
ginalisation could make us 
lose important investment 
opportunities and trade 
exchanges." 

For both Lebanon and Syria 
insist economic normalisation 
can only follow a complete 
settlement of the Arah-Lsraeli 
conflict. “Or else the Arabs 
would be giving everything 
without gaining anything." 
said a senior Syrian official 
who asked to remain anony- 
mous. The source told AFP 
that the current deadlock in the 
Middle East peace process 
“proved that we made the right 
decision, as we refuse to 
reward Israel before it with- 
draws from the occupied Syri- 
an Golan Heights and South 
Lebanon." 

Syria is demanding the 
return of the Golan, a strategic 
plateau seized by Israel in 
1967 and annexed in 1981. as 
the cornerstone of any peace 


deal with the Jewish state. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Farcz Bouez said “as long as 
the political track at the peace 
process is in a deadlock, or 
even in a regression stage, it is 
pointless trying to make any 
pro etc ss in the economic 
field." 

"How can Lebanon think 
about economic cooperation 
with a country (Israel) which 
continues daily to bombard its 
southern territories and with 
whom it is nearly in a state of 
w-arT he told AFP. 

Lebanon and Syria arc the 
only rwo .Arab countries boy- 
cotting the November 12-14 
conference aimed at promot- 
ing regional economic devel- 
opment. and neither country 
attended the previous confer- 
ences held in Casablanca. 
Morocco, in 1 994 and Amman 
in 1995. 

Beirut and Damascus said 
they will not attend the summit 
because it falls within the 
scope of the multilateral peace 
negotiations boycotted by both 
countries pending tangible 
progress at their bilateral talks 
with Israel. 

Anib-lsraeli peace talks arc 
currently in a ruL with the Syr- 
ian and Lebanese tracks frozen 


since February and relations 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tinians at a low following Sep- 
tember's wave of violence. 
The Syrian official said “what 
further asserts our position is 
that not only Syrians and 
Lebanese are boycotting, but 
also Palestinians. Egyptians 
and even Israeli ministers." 

A Lebanese economic 
source said "wc will not lose 
much by boycotting the sum- 
mit because in any case ihc 
previous conferences did not 
witness any concrete projects 
or solid joint ventures or mas- 
sive investments. It all 
remained ink on paper." 

“In any case, projects con- 
cerning regional developments 
cannot exclude or ignore any 
country in the region and out- 
place and role are guaranteed 
in any future plans for the 
Middle East.” the source said. 

He said Lebanon has already 
drawn a “global vision and a 
mechanism for its reconstruc- 
tion process, whether it be 
with international agencies, 
like the World Bank and lire 
International Monetary Fund, 
with regional bodies, like the 
Arab funds and the European 
Union, or with bilateral 
accords.” 
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An Afghan Islamic Taleban fighter fires a 122mm Howitzer towards positions held by 
the northern alliance. 25 kilometres north of the Afghan capital Sunday (Renters 


photo) 


Rival Afghan factions in 
heated battle north of Kabul 
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KABUL (AFP) — Taleban 
Islamic militia gunners on 
Sunday pounded the front- 
lines north of Kabul after 
rival faction infantry 
forces attempted an early- 
morning offensive, an AFP 
reporter stud. 

‘The enemy attacked us 
soon after morning prayers, 
but we have pushed them 
back.” a Taleban gunner 
told AFP. “Their casualties 
are still in the field.” 

The gunners said the 
coalition forces of the e.x- 
Kabul government and the 
northern ethnic Uzbek war- 
lord. General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum, attacked in three 
places — from two direc- 
tions on die so-called Old 
Road and from the New 
Road. 

The Old Road, the closest 
frontline where the most 
intense fighting took 
place, exits Kabul north- 
bound parallel to the New' 
Road. 

The anti -Taleban alliance 
infantry'' launched their 
attempt to dislodge the 
fundamentalist militia from 
the Old Road frontlines 


about 20 kilometres north 
of Kabul, and also from 
hills behind the frontlines. 

Coalition rival forces 
from Bagram airbase 50 
kilometres north of Kabul 
simultaneously attacked the 
Taleban on the New Road 
in an attempt to scale a 
mountain ridgefine which 
cuts across the highway. 

“The fighting was very 
intense and all the artillery' 
on both sides was 
involved." a New Road 
gunner reported. 

Journalists witnessed 
three 1 22mm BM-21 multi- 
barrel launchers reloaded 
with 40 long-range rockets 
after their magazines were 
depleted from firing salvos 
at the attackers. 

The New Road gunners of 
both rocket launchers and 
D-30 Howitzers were seen 
shelling the Old Road to 
support fellow Taleban 
there. 

After some six hours the 
action had diminished, but 
New Road Taleban gun- 
ners were still chasing tar- 
gets on the Old Road. 

“We are shooting at a 


convoy moving up the main 
road near Serai Khoja," 
said a BM-21 gunner. 

Meanwhile, a total of 29 
Taleban militia corpses 
have now been transferred 
to Kabul from the battle- 
fields north of the capital 
a Red Cross spokesman 
said Sunday. 

“Fifteen more bodies 
were brought to Kabul 
today from the Charikar 
area." said Joerg Stoecklin, 
press officer for the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC). 

Mr. Stoecklin said the 
first delivery of dead Talc- 
ban was made on Sunday 
when 14 militiamen were 
handed over to the officials 
of the Kabul military hospi- 
tal in the presence of the 
acting Minister of Public 
Health Mullah Masum 
Afghani. 

“This first transfer, is a 
result of negotiations, held, 
at '-the ICRG ini dative, 
between belligerent par- 
ties,” a Red Cross press 
release read. 
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Tehran rejects U.N. report on alleged human rights violations 


TEHRAN < AFPj — Iran- 
ian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati on Sunday 
rejected a L‘.N. report on 
alleged human rights vio- 
lations in Iran, charging it 
was politically motivated 
and of “no value.” “Unfor- 
tunately the issue of 
human richts is u-cd bv 


cultural principles." he 
added. “This report has no 
value from our point of 
view.” 

The L'.N. report released 
Friday said human rights 
violations in Iran 
appeared to have increased 
since last March. It cited 
the ban nine of several 
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intervene.” it said. 

It added that “the punish- 
ment regime in Iran would 
seem to have been signifi- 
cantly toughened." charg- 
ing that Iran executed at 
least 66 people between 
January 1 and August 31 
this year, up from 50 dur- 
ing 1995. 

Iran, often criticised for 
its alleged violation of 
human rights, rnv iicd l.'.N. 
envoys Just year to inspect 
the human rights situation 
here after denying such 
visits for nearly four years. 

U.N. rapporteur Maurice 
Copithorne travelled here 
in January in the first such 
visit since 1991. when his 
predecessor ReyualJn 
Gulindopehl was declared 


persona non grata after 
reaching what Iran con- 
sidered biased conclu- 
sions. 

Mr. Velayati compared 
the latest U.N. report with 
that of Gulindopohl. say- 
ing it was prepared “under 
Western pressure and 
influence” 


Internationa/ body on 
Indian Ocean 


During the conference 
on Indian Ocean Commu- 
nity. Mr. Velayati called on 
Sunday for the creation of 
an international organisa- 
tion to promote coopera- 
tion among countries bor- 
dering ihc Indian Ocean. 

‘‘The existing conditions. 


notably since the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, 
require such a body to be 
set up,” Mr. Velayati said 
in the opening speech of 
the conference 

Such an organisation 
“could promote commer- 
cial and political 
exchange between coun- 
tries bordering or close to 
the Indian Ocean.” he 
said. 

“From South Africa to 
the Pacific, these countries 
need a structure within 
which to develop" their 
links, the minister added, 
also calling fnr greater 
cooperation among exist- 
ing organisations in Asia. 

Wc utyuci} such a struc- 
ture could contribute to the 


Taler v;rit- 
* Iwjuite |..r Child 
JunJ [Vtelupmifit 

-■®i where he met 
jnvilkTs and childrer. 
^ facility .-r the 
y* • Ut -tiler md 

-'HdthclinK and it* 
.-•kdupment unit. 

' ;| mi provide* <Je-.ei- 
c ^Mttent and 
' ,im ”1 min-T jr,d 
JlMhili;;.. 
iherapx. 

* p'^anime* 
L c in ,, nil,»nni; >•! 

;* J Mth. p^.; hl( . 
^vvtal need-, o, 
M ,Jndc r the ace - .t 


tc aid Jot 
chiidrcn 
“The A 
projects i 
carried o 
Majesty 
Highness 
Princess 
The AC 
■ continue 
in the Kit 
Prince ' 
the prime 
atmosphs 
see Jord 


establishment of pettce 
and security in the region. 

Representatives from 
around 30 countries from 
East Africa. Islands in the 
Indian Ocean and Central 
Asia as well as such coun- 
tries as Pakistan. 

Afghanistan. India, Sri 
Lanka and Australia are 
attending the three-day 
conference. 

At a meeting with the 
participants. Iranian Presi- :^ k{ . ;■«■» ro- 
dent Ali Akbar Hashemi X j CRl a ej ;. ,n & J, )d 
Rafsanjani also called for • »mnv£ !nif1 >va!: >i hi*, 
the creation of a “powerful 
body to develop coopera- 
tion and maintain security 
in the strategic Indian 
Ocean." 
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JOKtnNTF! F. VISION 
Td, 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


14:05 

Muppel Show 

. 14:30 

..G'mcJs — D.id's Arms ' 

. 15:00 

Varieties — L' I nicer ale 

: 15:30 

Dix-. — Travel line 

G'Hirmcni 

16:00 

Nature's Inventions 

! 16:30 

.. .Cnmedv — Hex Dad 

; 17:01. 

Dcstinv Ridsic 

1S:U0 

Magazine — Cassiopce 

19:00 


19: 15 

..Magazine — Cinq Sur Cinq 

19:30 


19:35 


20:00 Documentarv — Disav- 

ter Chronicle 

20:30 


21:10 


22:00 

News in English 

22:25, 


Justice 


23:15 

Bodies of Exidence 

123:59 

Game Show — Fort 

Bovard (transmitted on the first 

channel) 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:36. 


05:56.. 

(Sunrise) Duha 

11:39. 


14:18 


16:43.. 


18:03.. 



Assemblies of <Jod Cliurvh Tel. 
h?;7K5. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. f'245‘rK.) 
Church of the Annunicatinn 
Td. 037440. 

Dc la Salle Church Tel. bb 1 757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
Anglican Church Tel. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 
77 1 33 1. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Td. 77?:fii. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 77 J 75 J . 
Amman Internationa] Church 
Td. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarcne Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tci. 

614190. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


moderate and vy calm. 

Min /Max. temp. 

Amman 08/23 

Aqaba. 15/30 

Deserts 06/25 

Jordan Valle*. 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 24. Aqaba ?0 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 30 per 
cent. Aqaba 28 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfiefa>cl.SI0740 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Depunment of Mcleitmloxy. 
Warm and sunny w eather con- 
ditions will prevail with tem- 
peratures slightly higher than 
average and winds southeaster- 
ly moderate u» •active, in 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Ramzi Mazzawi 8947$$ 

Dr. Bassam Karadshch 759200 

Dr. Khalid Abdo 657129 

Dr. Salntan Al Dabcmhi 

77675 1 

Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 
Al A5ema pharmacy.. 637055 
Nairoukb pharmacy ..625672 
Al Salam pharmacy... 63673U 

Yacnub pharmacy 6+4945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 
Nairoukb pharmacy 

Najib pharmaev $47632 

IRBID: 

Dc GhaaTa’anmeh 25X8^ 

Al Quds pharmacy «— i 

ZARQA: 


Khaiifch pharmacy ...9S5417 
EMERGENCIES 

F< md Control Centre ...6371 1 1 

Cr.il Ddcrve Depanmcnl — 661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

17/30 630341 

Cm! Defence Emerccnex . 
RocueBh«__l‘C.fCUl 1.637777 

Fire Brigade...- 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway police. - S43402 

Traffic Police. 8%390 

Public Security Dcpl .’630321 

Hotel Complaints ^.....605800 

Price Complaints. - 66 J 176 

VVtar& GrnptBts _«97467 

Amman Municipality Complaims 

7X7111 

Tclcptwmc InlormaUon idircctory 


Akitch Maternity. 64244 1/2 

Juhal Amman .viilcmity ...642362 

Malhos, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital .669131 

University Hospital 845X45 

Al-Muaxher H«»spi«al -667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn ....777101/3 

Al-Basliir. .775111/26 

Army. Marka B91611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital —602240/50 

Ainal Hospital .674155 

TJjc .Arab Centre for Henri arui 
Special Surgery 865199 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information i.s supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alin International Airport Tel. 
<08)53200-5. where it .should 
always he verified. 

Information nn other flights 
arc supplied on phone 08 
(527(H)) 


21:4« Tel Av,v iLY) 

23:45 Athens. Beinn iDA) 

00:30 London i BA i 

01:20 Amsterdam. Damascus 
(KL) 


hijaz railway train 

Urp ;\nmii SflOam pey 

•Arc Damaeus 5VOpjacvo>’ 

Dqa. Damasat, „7^0amcway Smii> 
Air.Amnun 5f)0 pxm. evay Sunday 


Royal Wings IRW) Flights 

°9:20 Aqaba (RW) 

20:50 Aqaba iRW) 


MARKET PRICES 



fils per kK. ^ ‘comedy i at 


S E FILM FES1 


Upper/hneer price in 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian tRji Flights 

Beirut r R J ) 

1 1:00-.. Amsterdam. Chicago i rj > 


Apple 700/500 

Banana ^50/550 

Banana f imported) 800ttW 

Cabbage 100/80 

260/150 


Audito 


num. at 


£\RQA: 
Zarqa 


CitM. 


Hospital 


asyistance) 1 21 (091983323 

Overseas Calls 010230 Zanja National Hnsphal 

Central Amman Telephone (09I9QG560 


Rcparis — 623101 

Abdali Td. Repairs 661 101 

Jurdan Telesisinn 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan - ..7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hiknu Modem Hospital 

.(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Busma Hospital 


J. Electricity Authority S 1 56 1 5 (02)275555 

Electric Power Co 636381 Greek Catholic Hospital 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 (02)272275 

Queen Alia Inti. Airp-vt 08-53200 Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital 

- 402)247100 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights- 

•*7:15 Sanaa i RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:55 Damascus (Rj) 

09:50 ...Dubai. Abu Dhabi i RJ ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 New Delhi f RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam! KJ) 
21:15 Bangkok. Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 

03:15 Jakarta. Abu Dhabi 
(add) IRJ) 


I?* Omx 

- -- c airn |RJ> Cauljnmira . jSOOOO 

Cucumber (large) ^.-18(^120) 


London i RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJi 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJi 

21:15 Dubai. Muscat iRJ) 

Sanaa I RJ ) 

2 * , :O0 Damascus (Rjj 


CONCE Rt 


06:30 

07:35 


Other Flights 

....Khartnum (SQ) 

...Beirut. London (BA) 


Cucumber (small) 330(230 

Eggplant jSGflOQ 

Garlic ..700/500 

Grapes ,420000 

Guava 

Lemon _...35Qfll® J 

Marrow tlai^e) 2000 20 j . 

Marrow (small) .—280/200 j jW 


flL-M 


07 . ac „ . i small) — — i xj'Ovti “ 

S:” BC MUMEI Onion (greon) ~JW»\ & (Noth 

'Wl Onion ,Sy) lXm\ A V at « 

15:15 ^,,07, 0hvc 


Dr. Samir Al Lawzi 989601 


HOSPITAL 

AMMAN: 

Husscm Mahcal Centre —813813/32 
Khalidj Matemirc 644281/6 


AQABA: 

PnitvevS 
(031314111 
FOR THE TR/W ELLER 


Haya Hospital 


Other Flights 

05:00 Khartoum (SDt 

09:30..., Cairn (MS) 

*2:40 .......Bahrain (CiF) 

Ws20 Athens. Beirut (Q7) 

*5:05 Vienna (OS) 

21:00 ....Paris. Damascus (AF) 


15:51) 

22:50 


Doha (Q7) 

Vienna (OS) 

^ Aviv (LY) 
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Queen, Saudi Prince Talal tour 
; child welfare facilities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
•Majesty Queen Noor and 
the Chairman of the Arab 
Council for Childhood 
and Development 

(ACCD), HRH Prince 
Talal Ben Abdul Aziz A1 
Saud Sunday met with the 
.members of the National 
Task Force for Children 
(NTFC) ‘ at A1 Ma’wa 

- Palace, where the Prince 
was briefed on the 
NTFC’s strategy and cur- 
rent activities, a Royal 
Court statement said. 

The NTFC. which is 
chaired by Queen Noor. 
will monitor the condition 
and status of children in 
accordance with the Arab 
and International Conven- 
tion on the Rights of the 
Child and the National 
Plan of Action for Chil- 
dren. the statement said. 

It will coordinate, col- 
laborate with and bring 
together existing institu- 
tions working in the field 
of child welfare through 
the establishment of the 
National Coalition for 
Children (NCC). 

In the discussions. 
Prince Talal commended 
the NTFC's structure and 
orientation as an advocacy 
group representing all sec- 
tors of society, “be they 
governmental, non-gov- 
ernmental, private and 
individuals” working in 
the field of child welfare, 
the statement said. 

He expressed his hope 
that the ACCD’s spe- 
cialised Documentation 
and Information Centre, 
which publishes research 
on die state of children 
and child-related issues in 
Arab countries, would 
work in cooperation with 
the NTFC’s Research and 
Database Centre for Chil- 

- dren. 

'•'••■Later 'Prince Taiafrmsit- 

j«d-the Institute foriiCfeild 
Health and Development 
@CHD), where he met 
with mothers and children 
using the facilities of the 
institute's Mother and 
Child Health clinic and its 
child development unit. . 

The unit provides devel- 
opment assessment and 
supervision of minor and 
moderate disabilities 
through play therapy, and 
designs programmes to 
improve the monitoring of 
physical health, psycho- 
logical and social needs of 
children under the age of 
six. 

The Prince said that "the 
centre’s early detection, 
intervention and therapy 
are critical as they pro- 
mote faster healing and 
can prevent a disability 
from turning into a serious 
physical, sensory or men- 
tal handicap.” 

He particularly empha- 
sised the importance of 
the role of the ICHD, 
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Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti and Prince Ra’ad Ben Zaid Sunday meet with 
Prince Talal Ben Abdul Aziz to discuss pan-Arab affairs and bilateral relations (Petra 
photo) 

Prince Talal praises bilateral ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Visiting Saudi Prince 
Talal Ben Abdul Aziz Al^Saud Sunday 
met with Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. 

He later informed Jordan Television 
that discussions covered pan-Arab affairs 
and Jordanian-Saudi Arabian relations. 

Prince Talal. who is chairman of the 
Arab Council of Childhood and Devel- 
opment (ACCD). described relations as 
“good with cooperation progressing” and 
further stated that "we are determined to 
carry on with our humanitarian projects 
to aid Jordanian, Saudi Arabian and other 
children in die region.” 

“The ACCD has carried out numerous 
projects in Jordan and Financed projects, 
carried out under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and Their Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan and 
Princess Basma he added. 

The ACCD, he added, is determined to ■ 
continue -financing child-related projects. . 
in the Kingdom. 

Prince Talal said that his meeting with 
the prime minister was held in a friendly 
atmosphere and that he was delighted to 
see Jordanian-Saudi Arabian relations 


and bilateral cooperation in different 
fields progressing. , 

He explained that the ACCD has imple- 
mented projects in the Kingdom and that 
Jordanian officials have* stated their 
appreciation for the council’s financial 
help, especially that related to child and 
maternal care. 

Mr. Kabariti expressed Jordan’s appre- 
ciation of the ACCD’s continued assis- 
tance. 

Prince Talal arrived in Amman Satur- 
day on a two-day working trip at the 
invitation of Their Majesties King Hus- 
sein and Queen Noor, toured the Jubilee 
School and attended a briefing on the 
school’s progress. 

He is slated to visit the National Task 
Force for Children and the Institute for 
Child Health and Development. 

The ACCD vv;^.. established- Prince 
Talal ;: fn 19S7 .to- coordinate. efforts, and 
organisations jtyo^ng'tQ benefit children 
in- the Arab region. 

The organisation offers financial assis- 
tance for non-governmental organisa- 
tions and national institutions working in 
the field of child welfare. 


which is the first and only 
facility to monitor and 
assess child growth and 
development, in conduct- 
ing primary field research 
among children, and pro- 
viding information to par- 
ents and teachers to 
increase awareness of 
early signs of childhood 
diseases and disabilities, 
the statement said. 

According to the Royal 
Court, Prince Talal also 
listened to a presentation 
on the Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation's philosophy 
and its programmes for 
children, including the 
annual Arab Children’s 
Congress, which increases 
children's awareness on 
contemporary regional 
and global challenges fac- 


ing the Arab World as well 
as the use of drama in edu- 
cation to promote self- 
learning. freedom of 
expression. teamwork, 
creative and analytical 
thinking as well as prob- 
lem solving and decision- 
making. 

He noted that Arab chil- 
dren are in dire need of 
"educational programmes. ■ 
such as these, which stim- 
ulate their thinking and 
develop their imagina- 
tion.” 

Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor 
and other members of the 
Royal family were hosted 
by Their Royal Highness- 
es Crown Prince Hassan 
and Princess Sarvath at a 
luncheon held in honour ‘ 


hat’s Going O" 


JAPANESE FILM FESTIVAL 

• “The Rainbow Children” (comedy) at the University 
of Jordan, Samir Rifa’i Auditorium, at 5:30 p.m. 

CONCERT 

-• Performance by the concert band of the National 
Mnsic Conservatory at Philadelphia Hotel at 8:00 
pun. 

FILM 

• “Les Granges Bruises” at the French Cultural Cen- 
tre at 8:30 pjn. 

v i EXHIBITIONS 

Works by Monkith Sa’id and Bert Hermens entitled 
Entitled Wary?’ at Balqa Art Gallery, Fuheis, until 
Nov: 21. . 

•.'Photopanels and mosaics exhibition by German 
artist Yona Joest entitled “Petra — A Cosmological 
Dialogue” at the Koval Cultural Centre, until Nov. 30. 
- Works by Maba Abu Ghosh at Institute Cervantes, 
Jabal Amman, until Nov. 16 . 

• Exhibition of works by Zurich-based Jorda^an 

artist Nabil Shehadeh at DaratAl Funun, Jabal weib- 
deh. Also displaying works by Jordanian artist 
Mohammad Nasrallah and works by contemporary 
iariiste, until Nov. 13. 41 _ . - 

^Exhibition of lf Visual Forms” by Abdul Latif A 
Smooth at Baladan Art Gallery, Gardens street, un 
•flw. 15. 


of Prince Talal on Sunday. 

At the end of his two- 
dav trip to Jordan, Prince 
Talal. who also is the 
president of the Arab Gulf 
Fund for United Nations 
Development Organisa- 
tions (AGFUND), said 
that his visit will help him 
widen AGFUND’s base of 
beneficiaries in the coun- 
try, adding that the fund 
has extended financial aid 
to 24 U.N. development 
projects in Jordan as well 
as six Jordanian non-gov- 
ernmental organisations at 
a cost of over $ 1 J million. 

Prince Talal was seen off 
by Royal Court Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra’ad 
Ben Zeid, members of the 
Royal family and several 
ministers. 
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Bahrain thanks Jordan for help 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Transport Nasser Lawzi 
Sunday received Babraini Ambassador to Jordan Moham- 
mad Seif. Mr. Seif expressed his country’s appreciation 
for the medical care Jordan offered to Bahraini citizens 
who were injured in last month’s road accident on Azraq 
road. 


Economic delegation to travel to expo 

AMMAN (Petra) — Federation of the Jordanian Cham- 
bers of Commerce President Haidar lssa Murad will head 
a 90-member economic delegation next Saturday to visit 
the Saudi Industrial Exposition in Jeddah. Mr. Murad stat- 
ed that the delegation will hold talks with their Saudi 
counterparts to further boost economic relations and 
increase the volume of trade between the two countries. 


Jordan, Yemen discuss cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Judicial Institute of Jordan Director 
Musiafa Assaf Sunday met with the Yemeni Ministry of 
Justice undersecretary to review cooperation between Jor- 
dan and Yemen in judiciary fields. Dr. Assaf is currently 
on a five-day visit io Yemen to bolster relations between 
the Jordanian institute and the Yemeni Higher Judiciary 
Institute to activate an agreement concluded between the 
two institutes. Under this agreement, periodic meetings 
will be convened between the two institutes to review 
their activities. . 
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Jordan, U.S. sign ‘open skies’ pact 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — Jordan 
and the United States Sun- 
day signed a civil aviation 
agreement permitting Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) airlines to 
land at any desired destina- 
tion within the U.S, accord- 
ing to a statement from the 
Ministry of Transport. 

It is the first accord of its 
kind with a Middle Eastern 
country as well as the first 
signed by the U.S. with a 
non-European airline, the 
statement said. 

The ministry further 
explained that the so-called 
"open skies" agreement pro- 
vides complete liberalisa- 
tion of international air ser- 


vices between Jordan and 
the United States, allowing 
any carrier from either 
country to fly from any 
point in one country through 
to any intermediate point in 
the other and beyond. 

Under an "open skies" 
accord, the number of 
flights, pricing and routing 
will be unrestricted, thereby 
giving airlines of both coun- 
tries complete operational 
flexibility, the statement 
said. 

The two sides reached an 
initial agreement on the 
accord last September, 
according to an RJ official 
who told the Jordan Tunes 


that the agreement allows 
both countries' planes to fly 
within each other’s air space 
without obtaining prior 
approval from national civil 
aviation authorities. 

He said that the agree- 
ment, which is slated to take 
effect in 1997. was signed by 
Minster of Transport Nasser 
Lawzi and U.S. Ambassador 
to Jordan Wesley Egan. 

Several U.S. airlines have 
already formulated plans to 
serve Jordan via "code-shar- 
ing arrangements" with 
European and Jordanian 
partners to. increase mar- 
ket competition, the state- 
ment said. 


It also stated that benefit 
to Jordan will be increased 
through business activity 
and access to the American 
market, including tourism 
and foreign investment, as 
Americans and others take 
advantage of increased 
travel opportunities to the 
Kingdom. 

Mr. Lawzi said that the 
agreement was negotiated 
over the past several months 
and allows RJ planes to fly 
over any European country 
which has concluded a like 
agreement with the United 
States. 


Princess opens JNFW headquarters in Irbid 


IRBID (Petra) — HRH Princess Basma Sunday formally 
inaugurated the Jordanian National Forum for Women 
(JNFW) headquaners in Irbid and expressed her delight at 
the occasion, noting that this is the sixth office of its kind 
to be opened in Jordan. 

The Princess said she was extremely pleased with the 
achievements of the Jordanian women’s movement which, 
she said, is continually invested in promoting the socio- 
economic role of women. 

She expressed optimism that the new quarters would 
serve as additional support for the national women’s move- 
ment and in contributing to development efforts. 

Princess Basina voiced her appreciation for local 
women's union woik in the Irbid Governorate saying that 
through concerted work they can confront and deal with 
challenges. 

The Princess avowed her pride in being pan of the Jor- 


danian women's movement which aims at contributing to 
national progress through various programmes in the social 
and economic fields. 

At the ceremony. Irbid Governor Qaftan Majali addressed 
the audience outlining women's group achievements in the 
Irbid Governorate noting that women were serving their 
nation in social, educational, agricultural and economic 
arenas. 

Princess Basma later took part a political workshop, 
organised by Yarmouk University ich focused on mobil- 
ising women and promoting »’ • in society'. 

The participants requested n- cal women's vocational 
training continue and expand in order to provide women 
with necessary skills to improve their social status and to 
help provide income for families. 

In the past months Princess Basma opened JNFW offices 
in Karak. Ghor Safi Mafraq. Naour and Suhab. 


Chinese 
MP meets 
with 
Kabariti 


AMMAN (Petra) — Visit- 
• ing Chinese Parliament 
Speaker Chao Chi Sunday 
emphasised his. country’s 
determination to support 
peace efforts and stated 
that China will do its 
utmost to help the region 
enjoy a durable and just 
settlement based on the 
exchange of land for 
peace. 

In a meeting with Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. Mr. Chi asserted 
his country's enthusiasm 
in promoting ties with 
Jordan, saying the two 
sides can unite in dealing 
with challenges and coop- 
erate in social and eco- 
nomic developments. 

Mr. Kabariti expressed 
Jordan's appreciation for 
China's international role 
in promoting the cause of 
peace and security and 
said that Jordan hopes 
that China will continue 
on its path and strengthen 
cooperation with Jordan 
in parliamentary, econom- 
ic and political arenas. 

Earlier Sunday, Mr. Chi 
met with Senate Speaker 
Ahmad Lawzi and dis- 
cussed bilateral ties. 

The Chinese speaker 
said that China and Jor- 
dan hold similar views 
about the need for devel- 
oping economic coopera- 
tion and for adjusting the 
trade balance, currently 
favouring China. 

He avowed support for 
officials and parliamen- 
tarians of both countries 
to exchange visits and 
maintain regular meetings 
and extended an invita- 
tion to Mr. Lawzi to visit 
China. 

Mr. Lawzi briefed the i 
Chinese official on the 
latest developments in the | 
Middle East peace 
process and the Jordanian 
position therein. 

He also urged China to 
play a stronger role in 
helping the region 
achieve peace and securi- 
ty 

Before the meeting with 
Mr.Lawzi, Mr. Chi held a 
meeting with Lower 
House Speaker Saad 
Hayel Srour and dis- 
cussed the Middle East 
and other issues of com- 
mon concern. 



Prune Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Sunday meets with visiting Chinese Parlia- 
ment Speaker Chao Chi to discuss social, economic and trade issues (Petra photo) 
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4 World News 



Tens of thousands of South Korean workers stage a rally calling for a revision of 
restrictive labour laws and threaten all-out industrial action unless their demands are 
met Sunday. About 50,000 workers, many of them members of the outlawed Korean 
Confederation of Trade Unions, staged the rally on a vast concrete plaza near the 
National Assembly building (Reuters photo) 


S. Korea unions demand 


sweeping labour reform 


SEOUL 1 AFP) — Some 
20.000 militant union 
activists called for sweep- 
' in" labour reforms -as south 
• Korean economic and trade 
officials held * an urgent 
i Sunday session to avert a 
possible labour crisis. 

“Labour liberation." read 
a slogan on red banners 
hung around the podium 
near the parliament com- 
pound where thousands of 
riot police were on standby 
to prevent possible vio- 
lence. 

The activists from the mil- 
itant Federation of 
Democratic Trade Unions 
waved Hags and punched 
their fists into the air. urging 
the go\cmment to change 
South Korea's tough labour 
laws or face a general 
strike. 

in a resolution, the federa- 
tion. which claims 390,000 
members or 20 per cent of 
the nation's unionised 
workforce, threatened to 
stage a “general strike.” 
coupled with an anti-gov- 
ernment campaign, unless 
their demands were met. 

“Conglomerates are strug- 
gling ro destroy us in collu- 
sion with government con- 
servatives." said the resolu- 
tion. which followed an 
emergency meeting of eco- 
nomic ministers and ruling 
party leaders. 


The labour rally came 
after six months of negotia- 
tions between unions and 
employers bogged down 
last week, leaving the gov- 
ernment of President Kim 
Young-Sam in a dilemma. 

"Time is running short. 
So. the government derided 
to push ahead with its own 
labour reform bill," Labour 
Minister Jin Nyum said. 

The minister stressed a 
new labour law should be 
legislated before the end of 
December under a timetable 
following its entry into the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and 

Development (OECD). 

The club of advanced 
economies endorsed South 
Korea as its 29th member 
last month, but ratification 
in parliament here has been 
defaved. Opposition parties 
have charged Seoul’s 
OECD bid us a political tac- 
tic ahead of next year's 
presidential poll. 

South Korea is already 
under strong pressure from 
OECD members ro intro- 
duce new labour standards 
Conforming with interna- 
tional norms. 

But conglomerates, which 
now face considerable chal- 
lenges from high costs at 
home and competition 
abroad, have urged the gov- 
ernment ro delav labour 


reforms. 

The revision to South 
Korea's excessively restric- 
tive-labour law has been. .a 
major election pledge hy 
President Kim. a former 
dissident who look office in 
early 1993. 

In April. Mr. Kim 
promised a sweeping 
change in labour regula- 
tions to clear the way for 
South Korea's entry into the 
OECD. 

A special presidential 
commission was formed to 
work out a compromise bill, 
but its work has hit snags 
because of bitter wrangling 
over sensitive issues. 

Labour leaders insisted 
the government should 
allow unions to engage in 
political activities, set up 
multiple trade unions at a 
single firm and permit third 
party intervention in labour 
disputes. 

But employer, argued 
they should be empowered 
lo hire and fire workers 
without interference by 
unions, calling the union's 
demands excessive. 

South Korea's major con- 
glomerates also stood 
together this year with what 
labour leaders called anti- 
union measures such as 
wane freezes and cuts in 
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manpower. 


India cyclone death toll may 


pass 2,000, local reports say 


EAST GODAVARI, India 
(R) — A brutal cyclone that 
struck the southeastern 
coast of India may have 
killed more than 2,000 peo- 
ple. twice as many as previ- 
ously thought, local reports 
said Sunday. 

The Asian Age newspaper 
reported that more that 
2,000 inhabitants of fishing 
villages were feared to have 
died in the devastating 
winds, rain and tidal waves 
thar lashed the coast four 
days ago. 

A statement issued on 
Sunday by V. Veera Raju, 
president of a Local Fisher- 
men's Organisation, also 
said 2.000 men and 150 
boats were missing. 

The centre of the disaster 
was the village of 
Balusutippa in Andhra 
Pradesh state from where 


1.000 men had set sail 
Wednesday. ignoring 
cyclone warnings. 

Local journalists reported 
that police bad confirmed 
476 deaths in and around 
Balusutippa, a village of 

10.000 people in the area of 
the Godavari River delta. 

They said decomposed 
bodies were being cremated 
on the shore after identifica- 
tion in order to conform 
with customs not to bring 
the dead into the village. 

An official at the relief 
centre in the state capital 
Hyderabad said there would 
be no update in the official 
tally until bodies had been 
identified and registered. 

The exact toll may never 
be known. 

One Balustippa man gave 
a chilling account of how he 
saw the rest of his family 


perish. 

"When our tents were 
blown away we ran towards 
a tall tree." Damupalli Suri 
Babu said. 

“I turned my dhoti (robe) 
into a rope and tied my fam- 
ily to prevent them being 
washed away. I climbed a 
tree and saved my life. But 
my wife, three sons and a 
daughter drowned." 

Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda flew over the flood- 
ed paddy fields and coconut 
groves on Sunday to assess 
the devastation to a region 
known as the rice bowl of 
Andhra Pradesh. 

Bodies were being recov- 
ered from collapsed houses, 
fields, the canals that criss- 
cross the land, and the 
shoreline. 

Makeshift camps were 
sheltering hundreds of thou- 


Police, anti -crime 


group clash outside 


Cape Town stadium 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — 
Police sprayed teargas and 
scuffled with members of a 
militant Muslim-led anti- 
crime group Sunday out- 
side a stadium where up to 
60.000 of the group's sup- 
porters were expected to 
hold a rally. 

The incident was sparked 
after a throng of supporters 
of the militant People 
Against Gangsterism And 
Drugs (PAG AD) tried to 
force their way into Vygies 
Stadium in the Cape Town 
suburb of Athlone. the 
domestic SAPA news 
agency said. 

•* Police threw teargas can- 
isters at the .surging crowd, 
which responded by hurl- 
ing cans and plastic bottles 
at officers, who had been 
searching the demonstra- 
tors for weapons. SAPA 
said. 

PAGAD leaders earlier 
told journalists that police 
had beaten up women and 
children during a weapons 
search, although this was 
denied by a police spokes- 
man. 

Police blockaded roads 
and posted several hundred 
riot police around the stadi- 
um. where PAGAD mem- 
bers were later cx-pccicd to 
begin a march through the 
streets of Athlone, 

Since about 2.000 
masked PAGAD support- 
ers lynched alleged Cape 
Town gangster Rashaad 
Staggic outside his home 
on Aug. 7. the group has 
declared a “jihad" (holy 
wan against gangsters, 
police and the government 
for failing to control vio- 
lent crime. 

Gangsters have, in turn, 
variously threatened lo 
bum down mosques and 
kill Muslim children. 

In the past month, several 


attacks on Cape Town 
homes have been attributed 
by witnesses to either 
PAGAD or gangsters, 
although police have not 
confirmed any links to the 
ongoing feud. 

On Nov. 3, a protester 
was shot dead and several 
restaurants and shops were 
baadly damaged during a 
clash involving police and 
about 500 PAGAD sup- 
porters. 

A week earlier, police 
arrested nine protestors 
during a weapons crack- 
down at a small PAGAD 
rally. 

Meanwhile sixteen peo- 
ple were killed in Sooth 
Africa over the weekend. in 
three separate shootings 
sparked by family trouble, 
police said Sunday. 

In the worst attack, a 
police trainee in the eastern 
Cape Town of Graaff 
Reinct killed six people 
Saturday — his wife, his 
in-laws, two of their grand- 
children and his sister- in- 
law — before setting fire lo 
their home and shooting 
himself. A third grandchild 
died in the fire. 

Neighbours said the gun- 
man was a black who had 
married a mixed-race 
woman against the wishes 
of his in-laws. 

On Friday in the town of 
AIbcnon cast of Johannes- 
burg a former policeman 
shot dead his parents, a 
family friend and the 
friend's thrcc-ycar-old 
child. The gunman was 
fatally wounded by police 
responding to a neigh- 
bour's alarm. 

Earlier Friday a man shot 
and wounded his girlfriend 
in a Johannesburg night 
club then blazed away at 
other patrons, killing three 
of them. 


European parliament members urge sanctions on Burma 


BANGKOK iAFP» — 
European parliament mem- 
bers have urged economic 
sanctions against Burma's 
militarx regime Following 
attacks on opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 
as a U.S. senator arrived in 
Rangoon Sundaj on a fact- 
finding mission. 

Aung San Suu Kyi's 
motorcade ua< attacked 
Saturday by crowds bussed 
in by the government- The 
National League for 
Democracy tNLD) leader 
was unhurt but party co- 
vice Chairman Tin Oo was 
cut by glass from smashed 
car windows. 

British Euro MPs Glcnvs 
Kinnoek and Glyn Ford 
called for sanctions against 
Burma's ruling State Law 
And Order "Restoration 
Council (SLORC) at a 
news conference late 
Saturday in Bangkok. 

"it is important for us to 
press as hard we can for the 
European Union to take the 
strongest possible sanc- 
tions against Burma and lo 
cease ~ investment in 
Burma." Mr. Kinnoek said. 


Meanwhile. informed 
sources in Rangoon said 
U.S. Senator John McCain 
would meet NLD leaders, 
government officials and 
businessmen for a first- 
hand study of political 
issues and would later 
report to the U.S. senate. 

Mr. Kinnoek and Ford 
had jusi returned from 
Rangoon, where they had 
interviewed the NLD 
leader prior to the attack. 
They reported “appalling" 
conditions and “hundreds 
of malnourished children" 
in slums created by forcible 
relocations. 

The cud of European 
trade with Burma would 
not be effective by itself 
but would increase pres- 
sure on Burma's economic 
partners in southeast Asia, 
hopefully in conjunction 
with action by the United 
States. Mr. Kinnoek said. 

“It is important because 
what you are doing is chip- 
ping away at the confi- 
dence of the SLORC ... of 
ils stature in the region." 
the MPs quoted Aung San 
Suu Kvi as savine. 


The SLORC ba* been 


pursuing an invitation to 
membership in the 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) to 
counter its pariah status 
among some western coun- 
tries. 

Following a SLORC 
crackdown on NLD activi- 
ties oscr the past several 
weeks, however. ASEAN 
leaders have indicated that 
Burma might not be ready 
for membership. 

E*-ent> Saturday seemed 
to be an escalation of 
SLORC-inspired violence, 
as up to i ,fl ( >0 people carry- 
ing sucks, stones and cata- 
pults attacked the cars of 
senior NLD leaders. 

"\ii one can imagine thar 

this was a spontaneous 
incident. It was an orga- 
nized attack to put her back 
under dc facto house 
iimrsL" Mr. Ford said 

Aune San Suu Kyi 
accused a government 
mass rtrg.ini'.itinn. the 
United Solidarity 

Development Association 
(US DA), of responsibility, 
c.iil.ctg it a "fascist organi- 


sation." 

Witnesses said hundreds 
of U5DA members in civil- 
ian dress arrived and 
departed on buses in an 
orderly fashion and that 
when violence occurred the 
large police force present 
did not intervene. 

“Burma's problem is not 
lack of investment. 
Burma's problem is lack of 
law There is no rule of 
law in this country'." Aung 
San Suu Kyi said after the 
violence. 

Mr. Kinnoek said the 
Nobel Peace laureate had 
gone out to tell the people 
to remain calm, adding That 
the escalation of violence 
would be a big setback for 
SLORC's visit Myanmar 
1 996 campaign, due to start 
soon. 

Myanmar is the 
SLORC's official name for 
Burma. 

“About 50 per cent of the 
tourists in Burma are from 
EU countries" and would 
be unlikely in choose it as a 
destination when the latest 
reports came out. Lyndal 
Barry, of the independent 


human rights monitor 
linages Asia. said. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Kinnoek 
slummed the French dele- 
gation to the EU trade 
council for vetoing a move 
to end Burma’s trade privi- 
leges under the General 
System of Preferences 
(GSP). 

France had put oil com- 
pany total's interests above 
all else, us had Britain 
when it issued a simitar 
veto last year, valuing 
Shell’s holdings in Nigeria 
above opposition leaders 
executed hy the regime, she 
said. 

Total is building u 
pipeline between an under- 
sea gas field and the 
Burmese border with 
Thailand, and has been 
seen as partly responsible 
lor the military's alleged 
practices of forced labor 
and relocations in the area. 

Aung San Suu Kyi said 
the pipeline would double 
government income, used 
to enrich only those related 
to the SLORC, according 
to Ford and Kinnoek. 


Ten suspected 
militants gunned 
down in Kashmir 


NEW DELHI (AP) — 
Thirteen people, including 
10 suspected separatists, 
were gunned down in the 
northern Indian state of 
Kashmir in separate inci- 
dents. a local news agency 
reported Sunday. 

The killings came as 
Kashmir's democratically 
elected government tried to 
end seven years of Muslim 
insurrection that has left 
more than 14,500 people 
dead so far. 

Three civilians, including 
a young boy, were killed in 
three separate incidents. 
Suspected militants gunned 
down two of their former 
comrades who had given up 
a life of violence. United 
News of India news agency 
reported. The boy died 
when an explosive went off 
in a village. It gave no 
details. 

Government troops 
searching for militants cor- 
doned off several villages 
across the state in separate 


operations. The militants 
often fired at the troops, 
who returned the fire, it 
said. 

No soldier was killed or 
injured in the incidents, it 
said. 

The federal government 
dismissed the state govern- 
ment in 1989 when the 
insurrection flared. Since 
then. New Delhi has admin- 
istered the state. This year, 
the government held elec- 
tions to federal parliament 
and later to the state legisla- 
ture. 

Guerrillas opposed the 
elections as meaningless' 
and said independence 
alone would solve the 
Kashmir problem. 

The state is claimed by 
both India and Pakistan, 
which have fought two of 
their three wars over the ter- 
ritory. The state is divided 
between the two nations 
and is separated by a United 
Nat ions- monitored cease- 
fire line. 


Mystery shrouds 
King Sihanouk’s 
departure for China 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia's King Norodom 
Sihanouk left here Sunday for 
medical treatment in China 
under a shroud of mystery and 
political intrigue that has left 
tlic capital abuzz with nervous 
talk of i as lability. 

The 74-year-old monarch 
appeared healthy and vigor- 
ous but just before he arrived 
at the airport, photographers 
were ordered not to lake pic- 
tures of liis departure and all 
the red carpets leading lo the 
government jet were rolled up 
by palace aides. 

Tlic move was unusual 
given tlic king's usual strict 
adherence to formal rules of 
protocol, according to diplo- 
mats and witnesses present at 
the send -off. 

“Perhaps lie doesn't want 
his absence to be noticed that 
much." said one diplomat, 
noting that the king is 
Cambodia's most prominent 
symbol of unity and national 
reconciliation. 

Tlie scaled-down departure 
followed die unexpected 
release late Saturday of an 
official message from the king 
denying he would attempt to 
resume a role in Ids country's 
often (factious political scene. 

"I. Norodom Sihanuuk, 
have the honour in inform the 
entire nation and international 
community that I. until the 
day of my death, will not enter 
into a political enmixiign." he 
said. 

"I certainly will not enter 
into die (scheduled 1997 and 
1998) elections and certainly 
will not help any political 
pans or group because I am 
the father of ail Cambodian 
people and am a purely ucu- 
tral man.” the terse, five-line 
statement said. 


The king has made similar 
comments before, but the lat- 
est statement appeared 
designed to quash rumours 
that he. die Royalist 
Funcinpec Party and Khmer 
Rouge defectors were plotting 
a political alliance to under- 
mine the formerly communist 
Cambodian People’s Partv 
(CPP). 

In die past two weeks, the 
CPP, led by Second Prime 
Minister Hun Sen. has grown 
extremely concerned that 
Funcinpec — its main partner 
in the current coalition gov- 
ernment — is conspiring to 
oust them from the coalition 
by Force, according to partv 
insiders and diplomats. 

Funcinpec president and 
First Prime Minister Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh would 
not comment on die rumours 
but said the king's Saturday 
message was an attempt to 
ease those concerns. 

ft is designed "to calm 
somebody down, and you 
know who it iy the prince 
told reporters in an obvious 
reference to Hun Sen after the 
king had left. 

Tlic king “is saying he u-iU 
be a real constitutional 
monarch." the prince said. 

Tension between the erudi- 
tion partners lias been on the 
rise lately with each partv 
courting Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas who have split with die 
movement's hardline central 
leadership and joined with the 
government. 

The courtships, designed to 
achieve both u political and 
milituiy edge in Cambodia's 
northwest ncebowl before the 
elections, have led to charces 
and countercharges of deceit 
and war-mongenng jmonn 
government officials. 


Fergie seals $1.6 


million deal wife : 
Revlon— pape§f| 


.sands of evacuees whose 
houses were destroyed or 
severely damaged. 

Relief workers were still 
struggling to reach outlying 
fishing villages, marooned 
by flood waters, while aeri- 
al surveys showed some 
communities were com- 
pletely submerged. 

“It is unprecedented and 
unimaginable." State Chief 
Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu said in Rajahmundry. 

Officials said preliminary 
estimates of the losses due 
to damage in the paddy 
fields, coconut groves and 
property at around 50.4 bil- 
lion rupees ($1.41 billion). 

In 1977, a cyclone killed 
10,000 people, in 1990 
another 967 died and in 
June this year 120 lives 
were lost from cyclone dis- 
asters. 


LONDON (R) — 
disgraced Duchess cf> 

has signed a one, i 

pound ($ 1.6 millioftj>|g^j 
with U.S. cosmetick.-gjaDi 
Revlon to market her own 
perfume, a British newspaper 
reported. The foraier Sarah 
Ferguson, known widely & 
Fergie, could evesmafty 
make six million ^pounds 

($10 million) from jh^fcal 
and help wipe out tac tEbfc. 
which are said tobefaTge, 
according to the neWopcr 
Sunday People, li • was.:***’ 
immediately posabteto&o- 
tact Revlon for comment • 


Former Haitian^.; 
President Aristide 
a proud father 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) _ 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, the 
former priest who. was 
Haiti's first freely elected 
president, became a father of 
a different sort Friday night 



with the birth of his first <jOHN 

child. a baby girt. Mildred *£*Sindaj. clnaing JO da£ 
Trouillot Aristide, 34, the for- and nm« tha “ - 00 c3 

mer president’s wife of 10 JJiRrafer* photo: 
months, gave birth to baby — 


Christine at Canape-Vcn 
Hospital in Pon-Au-Princz 
about 10 p.m. Est (1500 
GMT), hospital officials said 
Saturday. 


Hong Kong’s aids 
campaign goes 
on the game 



HONG KONG (AFP) - 
Hong Kong prostitutes are to 
be given Mahjong sets, packs 
of cards and comic books fea- 
turing pictures of condoms 
order to encourage them to 
practice safe sex, the Hong tfjELES 'R‘ — 
Kong standard reported dr- 
5unday."From observing die .wan u,i> released 
women on the street as they J# Anselm hospital 
wailed for clients, we cmdd y. casting itoubt on 
see they enjoyed playing in dm hew a- *eri- 
cards and mahjong and read- ill auh heart pry- 
ing comic strips," it quoted 
anti-aids activist Sister. Ana Snamfs pobl'ci-i. 
['■Gray as saying ata wnfif- -tonokk <ud the 
irence on Acquired Imnfix* v.mo er tt en: 
■Deficiency Syndrome . fan CedirvSmi:- 
(AIDS) here.”We designed ^ Centre eisht da\s 
materials to meet the specific »„<, joined tor 
needs and concerns erf ou rntfafa, 
clients. The message of HIV ^ ' ' . 

prevention is constantly 
being relayed to the player ;swh 
subliminaIly.”More ton . ;ai ' 
quarter of Hong Kong proa, ■„ , ; 

rules fail to make regular tw . l, - 
of a condom, acaSg w 4 ! 
studv by safe-sex campaign- j- r , 

- Reynold' 


ers. 


Gay couple tie 
wedlock in 1st 
public ceremony 
in Taiwan 


departure 
-hospual followed a 
^I'tnzyof-.pecu- 

his condition. 

TAIPEIO(AFP) — Twomefl ; Ai;. ^ 
were married Sunday m '■* U Aneefe-i TV 
Taiwan's first public gay ' tod e\ en = 
wedding, a ceremony wd- it hi^pi Ja ] 
corned by gay-rights activist* 
and drawing shocked criti- 
cism from conservative -irct c | (> , 
groups. Novelist Hsu Yc»- l , ° - 
Sheng exchanged wedding «] a .j. *n fact, 
vows and rinss with his k,„ - cav - ■»; 


^poned 
. mrim 

tensive-care 


Mr. 


American 


rings 
partner 


n no -'Tuah,. . - - 


Harriman. a college adminis- ; There s 


etageeration 

Edition. 


the 


trutor from New York. n» iii, 
from of 500 guests, include? ' ; aj 
Taipei Mayor Chen Shin- ;;,j r , 

Bian. "We've lived together -w ^entered 
for a couple of years, and d» - \ ^ , :Nf ’* 1 . hi> 
summer when I returned to < iff}. 

** there 


Taiwan for a friend’s wed* ^ 1lf mere f,-. r 
ding. I asked myself ^vh> > >)r 1 pinched 

couldn't i have my own." Mr. r.p^ Irj » a, f , n£J _ 
Hsu said before His weddu£ 1 lf1 h. )n T , 
ceremony. Mr. Hsu met to* c ■ [*ut Jn u ncv 
partner three years agp >" r.f ^ 

New York when he was* ^ [|n ,' Ie| led a u UVe 
graduate school student Mr- _• ■ '.'.'ri{]j cr j 

Harriman who came whh Mt scriout 

Hsu to Taiwan for the tifft ■ ^ 

time last week said he agreed j TV 
to a public ceremony bccau« .. *d 0n p - , n 
he thought Chinese people ! r 

would be more tolerant 0 ! an 1 ( ^ ^ ’ *- 

" 7 i,| ur?^° n| a 


homosexual marriage th aB ' fj, ^urr.-- 


Americans. "Wc haven 


-■h; 


l( 


and 


encountered anything neg* Wne 
five so far. Everybody 


I., 


«cal v . . 
led 

■Vttjv, ^ medu 


been incredibly friendly 
supportive to us. Eveh 
(news) media has been v*S ^ 

xupponive. We really apf**' • ^"bonjg ^ v en 
date this;' he said. But con- 
servative groups in this iwj* s up ^ bu t 
tionary society condemn^ ,n Ho 


the manaige. In an openly 

to Mayor Chen law ^ th (JSe 




a religious group 
‘Faith, Hope and 


called 

Love 


Aj. 


Rev e|X,rc 


■ mill, I liqpv a 

demanded that Chen tW E’Jji d ^ *be j e ^ Ce ' 


Vnolds, 

CG' 

^^'ho 


dnc t r pi fo 


his blessing to the nn 

“From the pyscfaolop^jj 
mogioA. public ^*3^ 


family happiness pda* 
views, this kind of Bsan ^ m 
is totally abnormal and 
ceptable." the lcncr saw- 


all 

::,y L. m 
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POPE JOHN PAUL 11 RELEASES DOVES: Pope John Paul II releases doves from the central balcony of SL 
Peter’s facade Sunday, dosing 10 days of ceremonies marking his 50 years as a priest. More than 1,500 Roman 
Catholic priests and more than 200 cardinals and bishops from around the world paid homage to the 76-year- 
old Pope (Reuters photo) 
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hospital 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Legendary entertainer 
Frank Sinatra was released 
from a Los Angeles hospital 
Saturday, casting doubt on 
speculation that he was seri- 
ously ill with heart prob- 
lems. 

«/■ Mr. • Sinatra’s publicist, 
-Susan '.Reynolds, said n the I 
car-bid - p singer went! 
■home . from Cedars-Sinei » 
Medical Centre eight days 
after being admitted for 
•treatment of what was offi- 
cially described as a 
pinched nerve. 

“He is very happy to be 
home and again thanks 
everyone throughout the 
world for the wonderful 
amdom. xsk • get-well wishes he has 
vafr-vx* received,” Ms. Reynolds 
said. 

Mr. Sinatra’s departure 
from the hospital followed a 
week-long frenzy of specu- 
lation about his condition, 
with’ news reports ranging 
from worsening pneumonia 
to heart failure. 

One day before his 
=10 * aFPj— ^ ..release,' a Los Angeles TV 
"married ^ ; stahon ’had even reported 
that his hospital room 
resembled an intensive-care 
unit. 

A . source close to Mr. 
Sinatra said he had, in fact, 
developed a slight case of 
pneumonia but was almost 
fully recovered. “There’s 


b\ 


couple tie 
lock in 1st \ 

Sic ceremonj 

aiwan 




part* / been a lot of exaggeration 
-** about his condition,” the 


m’> fiN 

n-J. a CtKltt*. 

i b> gay- 1 # 0 

irauinc 

from 

1 e'WS- 

and ring-' 

iw n ! 

nan ‘ ** V® source said. 

When Mr. Sinatra entered 
3t i % CW ! i. Gedars-Sinai on Nov. 1, his 
! J."- j, ; publicist and hospital offi- 
i ' - v ^*’ date said.be was there for 
:oup^;-| <$& . treatment of a pinched 
ier ' vlwl perve. Mr. Sinatra was orig- 
■' inally expected to go home 
last weekend, but an unex- 
plained extension of his 
aid beton^ ^ hospital stay fuelled a wave 
ionv *‘ r of sometimes conflicting 
: r f rumours of more serious 

York w ,<,!)**. health problems, 
ate Los. Angeles TV station 

KCBS reported on Friday 
p jjjfi., thathisconditionwaswors- 

asi week ^ g ening and he was being 
itiiic heated for pneumonia and 

oU aln Gl 1 ^. Twijt failure.” It said he 
i he « ,lon? "ma?/ Wa ^ le d to g° home anyway. 
st'\u«d "S uv against his doctor’s advice, 
tains- ti Anodjcr local station, 

ntered KNBC, ported the medi- 
■o ?! . cine Mr. Sinatra was given 

', 1 -^jbiy for J his pneumonia caused 

* . til fl -' - . .{' ail in^fflilitr hMithml hilt 

ro v 

-j.ua '*"■ a *“« uc was uoa 

; grave dan- 


n tor k ^i mr- 
fl’ti 


ijr . .an irregular heartbeat but 
ntfdi 3 ^ JF v ^ he was up and walking 
■ \Vc « around and in no grave dan- 
irU '..'he#:i get 

Asked about those reports 
J ! -Scirt Ms. Reynolds 

y in declined comment except to 
:in ~. ?T,en «■ **y. ‘It was the doctor who 
f released him.” 

^hiatra was reported- 
\ ^oyed over all the 

ic ^ 3 »Culation about his 
i gsS L; p> 0 #. and be asked his 


i 1 Ppblitists and hospital offi- 

ii^*d- LiiieS 5 .^ to keen a tieht lid on 




keep a tight 
reformation about his con- 
dition. ‘ 


Sri Lanka on alert as Tigers 
gear up for supremo’s birthday 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Security forces in Sri Lanka 
have been placed on red 
alert for a possible escala- 
tion of Tamil Tiger arracks 
to mark the 42nd birthday 
of the rebel supremo, offi- 
cials said Sunday. 

Troops and police, partic- 
ularly in the island's north- 
ern and eastern regions have 
been asked to be on maxi- 
mum vigilance to prevent 
spectacular raids by the 
Liberation Tige rs of Tfcmil 
Eelam (LITE), officials 
said. 

. “Tigers have staged heavy 
attacks during the month of 
November ■ because they 
celebrate a ‘hero’s week’ to 
coincide with (Velupillai) 
Prabhakaran's birthday on 
the 26th,” a military official 
said. 

He said more than 70 
troopers were killed in the 
island’s east during last 
November and security 
forces were taking precau- 
tions against major attacks 
from the Tigers t his ye ar. 

However, the LTTE raid- 


ed a police post in the east- 
ern district of Polonnaruwa 
Saturday and killed six con- 
stables and four volunteer 
guards and escaped with 
their weapons. 

The guerrillas also lobbed 
two hand grenades at a gov- 
ernment-owned shop in the 
northern peninsula of Jaffna 
Saturday, killing two civil- 
ians and wounding 11 oth- 
ers. 

Meanwhile, the LTTE’s 
London office Sunday 
issued a statement from 
their leader' PrabHakaran 
expressing.... condolences 
. over -the. k^ilihg .tif. Pari sljtst 
month of two top Tiger 
activists^; 

The LTTE's international 
treasurer Kandiah 

Perinpanathan and the edi- 
tor of an LTTE magazine, 
Kandiah Gajendran, were 
shot dead in Paris last 
month by a lone gunman. 

The Sri Lankan security 
forces have said that the 
killing was carried out by 
the Itte itself because 
Perinpanathan had been 


accused of helping himself 
to some of the money raised 
by the LTTE. 

The military claim is 
denied by the Tigers who in 
turn blame the Sri Lankan 
government for the killings. 

“This is a very serious 
testing time for us during 
when we should bear up the 
calamitous sufferings and 
continue our mission care- 
fully and firmly without 
swerving,” Prabhakaran 
said in his message. 

He accused. . the . Sri 
Lankan r,. government -..of 
undertaking a “Herculean 
task'h-of crushing them by 
securing the proscription of 
their organisation in foreign 
countries and by blocking 
the contribution from expa- 
triate Tamils. 

Prabhakaran who is 
believed to be hiding some- 
where in Sri Lanka's embat- 
tled northeast is leading a 
protracted campaign to 
establish ' an independent 
Tamil homeland. 


Aid agencies awaiting go-ahead 
to bring relief to eastern Zaire 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Relief 
agency reconnaissance 
teams were waiting in 
Rwanda Sunday for a 
green light to go into east- 
ern Zaire to assess the risk 
of trucking in a small 
amount of food later in the 
day, a U.N. spokeswoman 
said. 

But the approval which 
U.N. teams need from the 
governments in Rwanda 
and Zaire had still not 
come by early afternoon. 

Refugees and displaced 
Zaireans are already 
“dying like flies,” accord- 
ing to aid workers, who 
fear that hundreds of thou- 
sands more will die of star- 
vation, thirst and disease as 
Western nations hold 
lengthy discussions on the 
logistics of sending in 
troops to protect the relief 
workers. 

U.N. World Food 
Programme (WFP) region- 
al spokeswoman Brenda 
Barton said the assessment 
teams were waiting for a 
go-ahead from U.N. spe- 
cial envoy Raymond 
Chretien and U.N. humani- 
tarian coordinator Sergio 
De Mello, who are negoti- 
ating with ■ the Kinshasa 


and Kigali governments. 

Relief officials here were 
tight-lipped on negotia- 
tions with the Zairean 
rebels who hold both 
towns. 

Ms. Barton said that if all 
went well, two trucks 
would take up to 15 tonnes 
of food to Goma, the capi- 
tal of north Kivu province, 
from the Rwandan border 
town of Gisenyi, and that 
another two trucks would 
take a similar amount to 
Bukavu, the south Kivu 
capital, from Cyangugu. 

That represents an infini- 
tesimal amount of the food 
needed, and the trucks risk 
being mobbed. 

More than a million 
Rwandan and Burundian 
Hum refugees who had 
earlier fled ethnic conflict 
in their own countries 
started leaving their 
sprawling camps in eastern 
Zaire on Ocl 13 to escape 
fighting between Tutsi 
rebels and Zairean troops. 

It took 6,000 to 7,000 
tonnes of food each week 
to feed them, according to 
the WFP, and now hun- 
dreds of thousands of 
Zaireans are also on the 
move and in need of assis- 


tance. 

Relief workers making 
aerial assessments report 
villages abandoned 
throughout many parts of 
the east Supply routes are - 1 
cut, and the citizens in 
Goma and Bukavu are out 
of food too. 

Drinking water is needed 
too as are medical supplies, 
with relief workers already 
reporting outbreaks of 

diarrhoea and vo mitin g. 

In Bonn it was reported 
Sunday that the German 
Non-Governmental Ag- 
ency (NGO) Christoffel- 
Blindenmission had suc- 
ceeded in getting medical 
supplies into Goma 

Thursday and Saturday. 

More NGOs were likely 
to try to cross inro Zaire 
from Rwanda and Burundi 
Sunday, relief sources said, 
because they do not face 
the diplomatic constraints 
hampering the U.N. agen- 
cies, who cannot go in 
without a go-ahead from 
the governments in the 
area. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
refugees and Zaireans will 
still be out of reach if the 
agencies do succeed in 
supplying Goma and 


Bukavu. 

Many arc heading west, 
deeper into Zaire, ttfescape 
the fighting, trudging over 
flesh-tearing volcanic lava, 
sleeping in forests at night 
without blankets and suck- 
ing tree-roots for moisture, 
according to reports from 
some who turned back, 
saying they had left dead 
companions behind them. 

Some 30.000 of the 

145.000 Burundian Hutu 
refugees have relumed io 
their country, wracked by 
civil war between the 
Tutsi-dominated army and 
Hutu guerrillas. 

But few of the Rwundan 
Hutus have returned io 
Rwanda, fearing reprisals 
for the 1994 genocide nt 
which Hutu extremists 
slaughtered more than 

500.000 men. women and 
children before being 
defeated by an army s»f 
rebel Tutsis. 

The last relief workers in 
eastern Zaire pulled our of 
Goma on Oct. 24 unocr 
mortar and machine-gun 
fire as the rebels captured 
the town from the ill-disci- 
plined and under-equipped 
Zairean army. 


Two pro-government 
Bangladesh students 
shot dead, 15 wounded 


DHAKA (R) — Two stu- 
dents of the pro-govern- 
ment Bangladesh Chhatra 
League were killed and 
nearly 15 wounded by 
unidentified gunmen in the 
northern town of 
Myniepsipgh,.. police .said; 
.Sunday., ; ; 

They t $aid Mymensingh 
Agriculture University stu- 
dents Kamal Hossain and 
Ranjit Kumar came were 
shot while sitting in a tea 
stall with friends Saturday 
evening. They died instant- 

«y- 

The wounded were 

rushed to hospitals, police 
and witnesses told 

reporters. 

The shootings occurred 
only hours after an opposi- 
tion youth leader, Mosked 


Aii Manju, was killed by 
unidentified attackers at 
Savar, near Dhaka. 

Police said Manju, local 
chief of the Jatiyatabadi 
Jubo Dal youth wing of the 
main opposition 

. Bangladesh Nationalist 

Party (BNP), was .believed 
to have been killed by polit- 
ical rivals. : •' 

His angry supporters 
attacked and damaged near- 
ly 100 buses and other vehi- 
cles, injuring up to 200 peo- 
ple, witnesses said. 

Police said they feared tbe 
two incidents might lead to 
violent backlash across the 
country. 

The BNP blamed Manju’s 
death on activists of the rul- 
ing Awami League, which 
has denied the charge. 


Austria’s Haider says has government in sights 


FELDKIRCH, Austria (R) 
— Austrian Nationalist 
leader Joerg Haider, who 
heads Europe’s biggest far- 
right grouping, said Sunday 
he was confident of becom- 
ing chancellor when the 
nation next went to the 
polls.- 

The opposition politician 
appeared in a television 
debate in a break from a 
two-day Freedom Party 
conference in this provin- 
cial Alpine town near the 
Swiss border, 700 kilome- 
tres west of Vienna. 

“I guess 1 will become 
chancellor in 1998. If the 
vote is delayed a little, then 
definitely in 1999,” Mr. 
Haider said. His words were 
broadcast live to 600 cheer- 
ing delegates in the packed 
conference hall. 

Austria’s next scheduled 


general elections are due at 
tiie end of 1998. 

The Freedom Party scored 
its biggest electoral success 
to date in a European parlia- 
mentary poll in October. It 
snatched 27.6 per cent of 
the vote from an electorate 
weary of a- Social 
Democrat-Conservative 
People’s Party coalition that 
seems short of ideas after a 
decade In office. 

The result awakened dis- 
quiet among Austria’s 
neighbours and trading part- 
ners who sensed a sea- 
change in the Alpine repub- 
lic's normally tranquil polit- 
ical scene. 

Mr. Haider sought during 
tiie convention, which, 
ended Sunday, to shed the 
far-right label and claim the 
political middle ground for 
his party after 10 years at 


the helm. 

Comparing his controver- 
sial immigration policies 
with those of French conser- 
vatives and the United 
States, Mr. Haider insisted 
there was nothing extreme 
in demanding a halt to the 
influx of foreigners until the 
labour market picked up. 

“The French government 
has propagated strict immi- 
gration controls— the U.S. 
has erected fences to keep 
out illegal immigrants from 
Mexico. It is only reason- 
able that a small nation in 
the middle of Europe should 
consider housing, jobs and 
integration in its policy 
towards foreigners,” he 
said. 

He attacked Austrian 
media for vilifying his party 
and defended its democratic 
credentials. Politicians and 


senior diplomats across 
Europe and the United 
States had been quick to 
seek contact with the 
Freedom Party after the 
October poll, Mr. Haider 
said. 

The Freedom Party has 
said it will use its six man- 
dates in the Strasbourg- 
based European parliament 
in cooperation with other 
like-minded groups in order 
to push for a review of the 
Maastricht treaty. 

Eurosceptics among 
Britain’s Conservatives, Sir 
James Goldsmith's anti- 
European movement and 
Italy's Northern League, 
have all been linked with 
the Freedom Party. 

Mr. Haider said he was 
not opposed to Europe but 
put Austrian interests above 
the headlong dash to intro- 


duce a single European cur- 
rency. **I ara not willing to 
see Austria's economy 
ruined just so that we can 
qualify for the Euro (single 
currency),” he said. 

He kept his options open 
on future membership of a 
single currency, however. 
“We will look at the situa- 
tion at the time,” he said. 

The Freedom Party con- 
vention passed a range of 
economic proposals aimed 
at reviving the economy 
while cutting taxes and cre- 
ating jobs. 

“We stand for a lean state, 
low taxes and we s-jpport 
small and medium-sized 
business,” Mr. Haider told 
delegates, echoing former 
British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher whom he 
has said he admires. 


Mladic departure leaves NATO uncertain on future 


SARAJEVO (R) — No 
NATO officer will go on 
record regretting Lhe dis- 
missal of Bosnian Serb 
army commander General 
Ratko Mladic — twice 
indicted for war crimes and 
a fugitive from justice at the 
Hague. 

But quite a few will 
acknowledge the man 
Bosnian Muslims regard as 
the “butcher of Bosnia" 
generally cooperaied with 
them in implementing the 
military requirements of the 
Dayton peace accord over 
the past year. 

NATO is wondering if 
Gen. Mladic will slip quiet- 
ly into retirement or chal- 
lenge the authority of 
Bosnian Serb political lead- 
ers who dumped him and 
his senior staff. 

Bosnian Serb President 


Biljana Plavsic fired Gen. 
Mladic on Saturday and 
watched appointed succes- 
sor Major General Pero 
Colic sworn in on Sunday. 

If Gen. Mladic resists dis- 
missal, as be did successful- 
ly in 1995, will the army 
obey him or his obscure 
replacement? 

And even if Gen. Mladic 
goes, would Maj;-Gen. 
Colic have the same author- 
ity to bend the will of 
obstreperous local comman- 
ders to the dictates of 
Dayton, without which 
NATO's mission in Bosnia 
could become both more 
difficult and dangerous? 

“There is no admiration 
for what (Mladic) did dur- 
ing the war but in terms of 
our mission of getting the 
Bosnian armies back in the 
box he has leant towards 


compliance,” a NATO offi- 
cer who asked not to be 
named said. 

“He has been in command 
of bis army. He has been 
straight in his dealings and 
kept out of the way. But I 
would emphasise we have 
no sympathy with his 
antecedents (war crimes).” 

Gen. Mladic was replaced 
just two days after a change 
in command of the NATO- 
led peace force in Bosnia, 
which is now headed by 
U.S. General William 
Crouch. 

NATO said Sunday its . 
contacts with the Bosnian/ 
Serb army had been so linw 
ited in the 24-hours since 
Gen. Mladic was dismissed 
that it is still unclear how 
smoothly the transition is 
going. 

The first reliable indica- 


tion of who’s running the 
show may come when 
crouch meets the Bosnian 
Muslim. Serb and Croat 
miiitaiy leaders for the first 
time, probably this week, at 
a forum known as the joint 
military commission. 

As a new commander, 
Maj. Gen. Crouch is liable 
to be tested as his predeces- 
sors were. He will want to 
make clear NATO will not 
tolerate back-sliding on the 
Dayton-mandated obliga- 
tion to keep troops and 
weapons confined to bar- 
racks and cantonment areas. 

Gen. Mladic is regarded 
as a genuine hero by most 
Bosnian Serbs, for whom he 
was a pitiless champion on 
the battlefield. 

Despite well-documented 
excesses, he has enjoyed a 
far higher standing, among 


professional miiitaiy men in 
Bosnia — whether NATO 
officers or their predeces- 
sors in the U.N. Protection 
Force — than among his 
Muslim and Croat foes. 

“He has presence and 
when he had power he 
wielded it ruthlessly. That 
brought him some grudging 
respect if not admiration,” 
said a British officer who 
served in Bosnia under the 
U.N. and met Gen. Mladic 
frequently. 

“As a man to deal with be 
often refused to do what we 
wanted. But when he gave 
us his word on something he 
usually did it. He ran a 
proper, joined-up force. By 
comparison, the Muslim 
and Croat commanders 
were unreliable negotia- 
tors,” 


Pakistan PM says 
Bhutto, husband 
to be charged 


ISLAMABAD (R) — 
Pakistan's caretaker 

Prime Minister Meraj 
Khalid said Sunday that 
undisclosed . charges 

would be brought against 
ousted Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto and her 
detained husband Asif Ali 
Zardari, 

Asked If the govern- 
ment was preparing 
changes against Ms. 
Bhutto, Mr. Khalid told 
reporters: “Yes, yes.” 

asked if they would 
include criminal chaiges, 
he said: “All kinds of 
charges." 

Khalid said the govern- 
ment was preparing 
charges against Zardari, 
who has been in deten- 
tion since President 
Farooq Leghari dis- 
missed Ms. Bhutto’s gov- 
ernment. in which be 
served as investment 
minister for four months. ■ 


“In a very short while, 
these chaiges will be out 
and everyone will come 
to know why we detained 
or arrested him." Ms 
Khalid told a news con- 
ference. He declined k. 
elaborate. .. 

Mr. Leghari sacked Ms. 
Bhutto and dissolved par- 
liament last Tuesday, cit- 
ing corruption, nepotism 
and misrule he said had 
virtually paralysed die 
government He installed 
Mr. Khalid as head of an 
interim government to 
supervise elections set for 
Feb. 3. 

Ms. Bhutto has voiced 
fears that charges might 
be “fabricated” against 
Zardari, who was the 
focus of (xvniption alle- 
gations during her three 
years in office. She has 
denied that she or her 
husband were responsi- 
ble for any wrongdoing. 


China propaganda tsars 
aim at liberal magazines 


BEUING (R) — Two 
Chinese magazines are 
struggling for survival after 
being targeted in a crusade 
by China's propaganda tsars 
to cleanse the media of liber- 
al influences, Chinese 
sources said. 

“Focus" magazine in the 
southern boomtown of 
Shenzhen has suspended 
publication for two issues 
after a Hong Kong newspa- 
per reported the magazine 
defied propaganda tsars and 
ran a cover story on the an- 
niversary of the chaotic 
1966-76 cultural revolution, 
the sources said. 

The propaganda depart- 
ment of the Communist 
Party had frowned on any 
commemoration of the 

decade of turmoil un- 
leashed by revolutionary le- 
ader Mao Zedong to purge 
political rivals and infuse tbe 
nation with renewed ideo- 
logical vigour. 

A writer for tbe magazine 
said tbe suspension was due 
to a Hong Kong newspaper 
report of the article’s publi- 
cation. 

“Had it not been for the 
foreign report, the magazine 
would not have suffered this 
kind of setback,” said the 
writers, peaking anony : 
raously “this was a kind of 
punishment.. .by the party.” 

In a telephone interview, 
Li Mei, publisher of Focus, 
disputed this assessment, 
saying the suspension was 
linked to unrelated financial 


trouble. 

Other Chinese sources said 
the problems at “Focus” 
stemmed from ihc 
Communist Party's clamp- 
down on publications and 
authors who dare to break 
away from a stultifying diet 
of state-approved fare. 

“If a publication lakes a 
detour (from the party line), 
it will be suspended for 
restructuring. There v.ili be 
no exceptions,” one source 
quoted propaganda tsars as 
saying. 

Propaganda tsars are also 
debating the fate of the Be- 
ijing-based . magazine 
“Orient” for publishing a 
series of book reviews on the 
“collected works of Gu 
Zfaun”, sources said. 

Tbe propaganda depart- 
ment of the ruling Com- 
munist Party had ordered a 
gag on all debate on the 
thoughts of Gu, an indepen- 
dent thinker who angered 
Beijing before his death dur- 
ing tbe cultural revolution. 

Gu openly opposed totali- 
tarianism and supported ilie 
rule of law and civil right'.. 

The fifth edition of the 
magazine was published in 
September under the watch- 
fill eyes of censors, the 
sources said. 

“We will still be able to 
publish the sixth edition. 
After that we don’t know." a 
magazine editor, who asked 
not to be named, said in tin 
interview. 


\ ■ ■ 
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World vs fanaticism 


THF. INTERNATIONAL sympathy that Algeria's 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) enjoyed after they 
were denied the fruits of the national elections that 
they Mere poised to win in the 1992 did not last for 
long. It started to dissipate when the militants 
belonging to the front launched a wave of terrorism 
in pursuit of their goals. Last week alone witnessed 
yet another barbaric wave of massacres against inno- 
cent Chilians at the hands of extremists when women 
and children had their throats cut in a cold-blooded 
demonstration of the most wicked and dastardly act 
of terrorism. The latest crime took place on TUesday 
evening in a town, a mere 50 kilometres south of the 
capital, where four members of a family were sum- 
marily executed by the extremists in the most savage 
way. On the same evening. 32 other civilians, includ- 
ing women and children, were also butchered. Not 
Icatg before, an act of genocide had taken the lives of 
53 more women and children. 

These most recent acts of savagery are in fact 
sequels lo others over four years of bloodshed and 
civ il strife in the North African Arab country for no 
apparent reason except to foil attempts by the lead- 
ership to restore law and order in preparation for 
another parliamentary elections. No matter what 
the pretexts or explanations are. though, the Algerian 
."it moists u ho are stiff striking at innocent people in 
:in*ir own country deserve to be condemned in the 
ST: ingest and clearest terms. 

\'l:c fslnmic movements in other Muslim countries 
are cuiied upon to be at the forefront of those forces 
ar.tl people who will not tolerate the murder of inno- 
cent civ ilians. All Muslim countries are urged not 
only to voice their concern but also to take affirma- 
li'e action against the extremists. In the same vein, 
iiie international community at large can no longer 
maintain its silence on the premise that the killings in 
Algeria are an internal matter. What is going on 
there constitutes a most shocking human rights vio- 
lations with which ail countries should be seized, not 
only rhetorically but effectively and forcefully as 
w ell. We have no doubt in our minds that the extrem- 
ist': or Algeria have effectively forfeited every claim 
to speak on behalf of their constituents and should be 
treated as outlaws domestically and internationally. 

The plight, the massacres and sufferings of 
.ilgeriaiis hate regional and international dimen- 
sions. As such, the problem warrants concerted 
action by humanity as a whole. A collective interna- 
tional response may lake many forms and shapes. 
The arrest, several days ago, of 15 persons in Italy 
accused of aiding and abetting Algerian fanatics 
offers but one example of what could be done by for- 
eign states against the spread of terror. 

On the interna] scene, there is no escape from the 
conclusion that the ultimate solution of the woes of 
Algeria lies in the return to pluralistic democracy 
fhivugh free elections as soon as possible. TUI that 
moment in iir.tc arrives, which we hope could be 
soon, those who continue to shed the blood of inno- 
cent people and wreak havoc and destruction every- 
where muM not he allowed to get away with murder 
ar. . J - 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


\ WF.il m for Al Rn’i daily Sunday commented on 
•lie >’i U.S. President Clinton to a new term 

in '.'ifn-c. 'Ting the Arabs are optimistic that he will 
ii""- deda-jt. 1 more time and effort towards ending the 
vlj.'.IItv!. in the Middle East peace process. Mr. 
C.'mis'/i's ivckviinn rekindled hopes that the president 
v. iii send his envoy again to the Middle East in a 
bid K' v. ■ tK out .i -oluiinn to the outstanding issues that 
s'* T’.if presented the Arabs and the Israelis from reach- 
ing ,i comprehensive peace, said Tuvvfiq Abul Rub. The 
writer said that the real issue is not the implementation 
ni the Oslo agreement, the status of Hebron and the 
redeployment of Israeli forces there, but rather the next 
phase of {lie peace process which entails discussing the 
fruit e of the Palestine refugees, the status of Jerusalem 
and the I. tie of the Jew isli settlements in the Arab lerri- 
lorie-. The writer said that the second phase of the 
negotiations represents the real challenge to the Clinton 
administration on the Palestinian track, but there are 
other problems facing Mr. Oinfon regarding the Syrian 
Golan Heights and south Lebanon. The writer said that 
if Mr. Clinton succeeds in pressurinc Israel into reach- 
ing a settlement w ilh the Palestinians, the road to other 
i-sujs on the other tracks will be an easier task. 


\YR! 


'r M Dnstciur reflected on corruption in 
o f i . ~ ,.;u! (V third world, in particular. 

• ; : v ir v:i3 democracies, corrupt officials are not 

v iy-;.! term "Mice but also tried and impris- 
>. cJ. :cg.;i.i!ess of their former positions. Citing the 
example of the Turkish inferior minister who was 
removed from office after his alleged involvement in a 
Mafia-like scandal, as well as ministers and senior 
government officials in Brazil. Italy. Spain and other 
countries. Taher A1 Adwan said democracy in these 
countries does not and cannot protect the corrupt offi- 
cials. If the laws and regulations condone gaps allow- 
ing the corrupt people to escape retribution, then they 
do nor reflect any democracy, he added. In the Third 
' \ •.* ■ . ;l.e an* rvrmallv restricted 


. ...• '•aid that this reason, corruption 
!' r.rupan: in the countries of the Third World, more 
than in advanced nations where the rules nl democracy 
are better respected. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Jordan has a duty to attend 
the MENA conference 


THE SEERS of doom are conjuring up low expectations 
about the Middle East North Africa conference which 
starts tomorrow in Cairo. The view they propagate is that 
Jordan's participation at the conference is a waste of time. 
But is it really a waste to "talk up” Jordan at a summit 
where hundreds of millions of dollars of free media expo- 
sure will be spent by the world community as it zooms in 
on the region? Not if Jordan does its homework and tells 
a shining" story to investors from all over the world. Is it 
inappropriate to attend? In spite of all the turbulent poli- 
tics of the region, Jordan must be represented at the con- 
ference. and represented very well at that. There are sev- 
eral reasons why this should be the case. 

In the past, when Arab countries used to decide to boy- 
cott international conferences and events out of sheer 
pride or anger at Israel, the Israelis, then the enemy, had 
the arena all to themselves to tell their side of the story; 
and they would tell it very well. Meanwhile, those who 
would not attend would feel that they had fulfilled their 
narional and patriotic duties by simply putting on a “no- 
show." 

Much was lost in the process; when Jordanian business- 
men did not present their wares, people from all over the 
globe thought that Jordan had nothing to offer and sent 
their money elsewhere, especially to Israel, a country 
which they knew very well and in which they had invest- 
ed generously in the past. By our absence, we abdicated 
potential financial gains to others in the region, abstained 
from serving Jordan by not informing the world about it 
in international fora and. significantly, lost many oppor- 
tunities to acquire more experience and skill in this field. 

Moreover. Jordan prospers when its public and private 
sectors work together to achieve a common goal and con- 
ferences like (his one do just that; besides, they have the 
added advantage of creating stronger ties between gov- 
ernment and market. 

In preparation for the MENA conference in Amman last 
year, all the forces of production put aside their some- 
times adversarial relationships and worked together to 
make the Amman conference a success. The outcome was 
greater overall productivity and an advanced sense of 
togetherness that bolstered the market for several months 
after the conference. 

Furthermore, the public sector works very hard to pre- 
pare for these conferences because the output is highly 
visible to all strata of society. Thence, as the limelight 
focuses on the performers and the "bystanders," the pub- 
lic sector tends to produce greater and better services than 
it normally does. For example, in preparation for the 
Amman MENA conference, the Amman municipality 
painted the sides of the roads, planted flowers (albeit 
selectively) on the pavements and road dividers, removed 
graffiti, and kept the streets cleaner than the norm. If any- 
thing came out of the last conference, it was learning that 


we do have the potential to produce quality services: ail 
we have to do is to “do it". 

However, there are some drawbacks to these confer- 
ences: people wait impatiently for funds to drop on their 
doorstep as if investors, upon deciding in Cairo that a cer- 
tain Jordanian project is attractive, will automatically take 
out their chequebooks and start writing cheques. This, of 
course, does not usually happen. Unfortunately, here is 
what may happen: offer an investor decides to follow up 
on the venture he investigated at MENA-Cairo. he/she 
decides to visit Jordan to further evaluate the suitability of 
the country for business. If. when the investor comes to 
Jordan, he is unable to get the paperwork processed in 
time or feels that quality craftsmanship is sub-optimal, or 
realises that the basic services necessary for the develop- 
ment of a business plan do not exist, he/she simply leaves 
and the investment opportunity is forfeited. Many of the 
investors that came to Amman lost year did exactly that: 
they came and left; and with them left millions of dollars 
worth of investment opportunities. 

The nonchalant attitude towards the present MENA 
may prove to be good in the long run. Last year after 
MENA Economic Conference at Amman, expectations 
were extremely high as people boasted endlessly of the 
size and variety of the Jordanian projects. Dismay fol- 
lowed shortly after; people quickly became disenchanted 
and stoned to look for someone at whom they could direct 
their dismay and frustration. In the aftermath, many 
decided it was a mistake to have hosted the conference in 
Amman, which is ridiculous. 

But whose fault was it? Everyone's who tried to over- 
sell the conference. 

Any economic conference is nothing but an initial sales 
pitch. What happens to investors when they come to study 
Jordan, after the pitch is made, is what really is important. 
What will decide whether people invest in Jordan or not 
are the simple things, such as: laws that encourage open- 
ness and competitiveness, efficient and fast processing of 
goods through customs procedures, fast delivery of ser- 
vices necessary for the establishment of business process- 
es. bilingual road signs, road maps, roads that serve their 
purpose in all types of weather, public phones, quality 
service “with a smile" at restaurants and hotels, and easy, 
transparent governmental procedures. 

Yes. investment is harder to bring in than loans, but 
unlike loans, which usually go to the public sector, invest- 
ment expenditures go to the private sector. Every time we 
borrow money to finance our economy, we make it hard- 
er for our children and grandchildren to enjoy the fruits of 
their labour because it is their raxes that will have to pay 
for our loans, with interest. Every time money is invested 
in Jordan, more jobs and income are created for this gen- 
eration, helping to increase our saving and invest more in 
the future of the next generation. 


Bill and Boris — another four years 


By Gwvnne Dyer 


TWO WORLD leaders got 
a new lease on life last 
Tuesday night iNov. 5). 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
won another four years in 
office thanks to the voters, 
and Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, will probably have 
another four years in office 
thanks to the skill of his 
doctors. 

In their first terms, it was 
Boris Yeltsin who had the 
truly terrifying roller-coast- 
er ride, while Bill Clinton 
suffered little more than a 
brief spell of sulking in the 
shade of Newt Gingrich's 
15 minutes of fame. 

Most observers assume 
that the two men's second 
terms will follow the same 
pattern: a sedate cruise 
towards the millennium cel- 
ebrations for Bill Clinton, 
while Boris Yeltsin reels 
from one crisis to the next. 
But it isn't necessarily so. 

Yeltsin's first term was 
like a modem-day version 
of the old silenr-film serial 
“The Perils of Pauline" At 
the end of each episode, 
there he was. tied to the 
tracks again, while the vil- 
lain I Khasbulatox. Rutskoi. 
Zhirinovsky. Zyuganov. 
Lebed) twirled his mous- 
tache triumphantly and the 
locomotive thundered ever 
closer. 

Fade to black, we went 
out to buy some popcorn, 
and by the time wc got back 
in the theatre the usual mir- 
acle had occurred. With a 
single bound our hero was 


free — to stumble towards 
the next crisis. He always 
survives, but it is never 


over. 

And why would we 
believe that things are going 
to be different in his second 
term? Russia is brimming 
with problems, from long- 
unpaid soldiery to a chronic 
inability to collect taxes to a 
war in Chechenva that may 
or may ‘not be really over. 

Once Yeltsin is fully 
recovered and back in har- 
ness ( which could be as 
early as January l. his sec- 
ond term may turn out to be 
a lot smoother than his first. 

For one thing, the peace in 
Chechenya is likely to sur- 
vive. “TTie agreement has 
been signed and every letter 
of it must be fulfilled.” said 
Ivan Rvbkin. who replaced 
Alexander Lebed as chief 
peace negotiator with the 
Chechens after the latter 
was dismissed, on Oct. 27. 
The Russian troop pull-out 
continues, and the thomy 
final question of 
Chechenya's formal inde- 
pendence has been post- 
poned for five years — well 
past the next Russian presi- 
dential election. 

The economy will take a 
long time to tum around, 
and Yeltsin’s pre-election 
spending spree has not 
helped. But the legendary 
Russian patience in the face 
of economic hardship con- 
tinues. and by four years 
from now-, with luck, things 
could be getting much bet- 
ter on this from. too. Yeltsin 
may be able to greet the new 


millennium with a smile. 

And how about Bill 
Clinton? Will he be heading 
into a long and happy retire- 
ment amid the plaudits of a 
grateful nation? That 
remains to be seen, because 
Clinton's second term may 
turn out to be a bit rockier 
than it now looks. 

Domestically, he has noth- 
ing very large or controver- 
sial planned. Now that the 
election is over he must 
address the question of 
extending the time 
American troops remain in 
Bosnia, and next year there 
will be sensitive decisions 
over the expansion of 
NATO into Eastern Europe. 
Compared to other presi- 
dents’ problems, however, 
all this does not amount to a 
very tall hill of beans. 

Moreover, the “sleeper” 
issues that could know 
everybody's calculations 
into a cocked hat. like run- 
away global warming or an 
absolute grain shortage 
worldwide, are mostly on 
timetables that are unlikely 
to disturb Clinton's presi- 
dency. As for the risk of 
major international aggres- 
sion that could draw in the 
United States, it is infinites- 
imal. 

But there is one scheduled 
“surprise" that could make 
the latter half of Clinton's 
term very difficult. Just over 
two years from now, most 
of the larger countries of the 
European Union are 
pledged to introduce a new 
common currency, the euro. 
As soon as it appears, it will 


become the hardest major 
currency in the world. 

At the moment, these 
European countries, with a 
total population about equal 
to that of the United States, 
have to maintain foreign 
currency reserves four times 
as big as the U.S. because 
they must defend all their 
various currencies from 
assaults by speculators. 
They hold most of those 
foreign currency reserves, 
of course, in U.S. dollars. 

But as soon as the euro 
appears, they will unload 
huge amounts of those dol- 
lars — and most other 
major countries will be 
dumping dollars too. as they 
seek to diversify their own 
foreign exchange holdings 
by transferring a large 
chunk of them into euros. 
The result could knock 10 
to 15 per cent off the value 
of the dollar against other 
major currencies. 

In the long run, this would 
just cnhuncc American 
competitiveness in the glob- 
al market — but in the short 
run. it could be a nightmare 
for Bill Clinton. The eco- 
nomic hurricane would still 
not have blown out by the 
end of Clinton's term. 

Of course, Clinton could 
get lucky. and the 
Europeans might have to 
postpone the introduction of 
the new currency until 1999 
or beyond. Indeed, given his 
seemingly boundless luck 
so far, that probably will 
happen. Life, as Bob Dole 
remarked, is unfair. 


LETTERS 


NHS is fine 


To the Editor: 


WHILST ON a recent visit to Jordan and India, as a 
tourist. 1 read the article "Britain's national health ser- 
vice is m critical condition” (Jordan Times. Nov. 7. 
1996) and was much concerned. 

The article, w ritten by Allen Nacheman of the Agence 
Franc?- Prc«L\ is alarmist and critical of a service that 
■ f v.:!th v.ir.* If! this of mw 
. _ .".'J- prolonged nfc* 

cvivviimc;. i: i' ice' ; table lh;U any national service will 
he under pressure lo provide for all and sundry'. 
Therefore, the option of private health insurance is a 
sensible way of complimenting the health care ol the 


nation and there is nothing wrong with the alternative 
of pcuplc opting for private treatment if they can and 
arc willing to pay eitlter directly or through health 
insurance. 

The health minister. Gerry Malone, is quite correct in 
saying that any comment about the service being near 
collapse is absolute nonsense. The National Health 
Service (NHS) of Britain is still the finest in the world 
and those who criticise it should look at the health ser- 
vice provided by other nations. 





John Mof forehead. 
21 Mninwftrinc Road. Over Pcover, 
Kmitsford. Cheshire, 
WA16 8TR, 
United Kingdom. 


Human Rights File 


‘Jordan’s electoral 
system must be 



anchored in 
international norms’ 


Bv Waleed M. Sadi 


Last week's seminar entitled "Electoral law: a compar- 
ative analysis", organised by the Centre for Strategic 
Studies at the University of Jordan, was timely. It was 
also a bid to try find ways to streamline the Jordanian 
democratic process and make it more harmonious with 
international norms. 

The centre deserves to be commended for yet another ini- 
tiative to develop Jordan's democratic process and trying to 
perfect it. The various polls conducted by the centre on sev- 
eral key issues, that measured public sentiment or mood, 
are also “novelties” in the country's public life and. their 
cumulative effect, helped steer the country in the right 
direction. 

Eminent scholars from several countries contribute to the 
deliberations of the seminar, alongside Jordanian politi- 
cians. academics and human rights activists. The so-called 
"electoral engineers” from both the Arab and the Western 
worlds brought with them a wealth of experience on the 
subjects raised at the seminar, based on a long tradition and 
experience in pluralistic democracy in their respective 
countries. This in itself was a positive step in the national 
efforts to improve its comprehension of the dynamics of the 
ongoing democratic process in the country. 

There were certain fundamental issues tackled by the par- 
ticipants. both national and foreign, which focused on dif- 
ferent electoral systems that could be made available to 
Jordan and which ranged from plurality, to majoritarian. lo 
semi-proportional and proportional typos. 

There were, naturally, pros and cons for each formula dis- 
cussed. as no system has a monopoly on all the virtues of 
effective and democratic representation of all citizens. The 
European guests, understandably, endorsed (he proportion- 
al electoral system based on their country’s long experi- 
ences in democratic rule. 

The Western participants also seemed to have concluded 
that Jordan's one-person, one- vote system is “semi-propor- 
tional” and should be shunned. The one-man, one-vote 
electoral system adopted in 1993 was described by Prof. 
Elklit as "combining the negative aspects of both propor- 
tional and majoritarian systems because it was found that 
this model” will erode the parties from within and create 
tensions from below because of lack of fair representation 
of all groups. 

There was no pretension that the proportional model is a 
perfect formula to ensure equitable representation of all cit- 
izens. On balance, the proportional electoral system 
appears as the least imperfect mechanism in operational 
democracies since it is not only, prima facie, more “demo- 
cratic" than the other systems but also “assures the repre- 
sentation of minorities, and make power sharing more vis- 
ible" as Dr. Andrew Reynolds therSwedish participant sub- 
mitted. 

This assumption was also endorsed by two other promi- 
nent guests at the seminar, namely. Norwegian Professor, 
Dr. Bcmt Aardal. and the Danish scholar. Dr. Jorgen Elklit. 

Some Jordanians voiced support for the Western 
approach while some opposed it because of the so-called 
peculiarities of the country. 

Former minister and head of the Legal Committee in the 
Lower House of Parliament. Dr. Abdul Raouf Rawabdch. 
for example, explained that “an electoral system is the 
result of specific factors which are different in each coun- 
try." In the case of Jordan. Dr. Rawabcdh expanded, "the 
proportional system would create instability and contribute 
to a rise of extremism”. 

This line of thinking in in effect calling for the accep- 
tance of the so-called “peculiar" conditions of each and 
every state. This, the developing countries have been 
demanding in practically every international forum 
addressing human rights issues in a bid to apply on them 
less stringent human rights standards. 

The other half of the international community, however. 
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has repeatedly rejected this perspective by reminding the ! ™ lo be the c ,-,u 
developing world that there are certain norms which should given h\ 
be observed by all countries, no matter how “peculiV their i 
own set of conditions. 

Equality between citizens means equal political power 
that can find expression in the voting process. No state, big 
or small, poor or rich, may argue that its own distinguish- 
ing conditions may be invoked to derogate from this cardi- 
nal equality principle. If some of us are in effect arguing 
that Jordan s special situation warrants the application oi 
an electoral voting process that violates the equality rule, 
then wc are swimming against the international current 
regarding equal voting rights. 

This cardinal principle of equality touches also un the so- 
called quota system that some Jordanians insisted on to 
ensure women, ethnic and religious representation in 
Porliamcm. I am lumping ail these groups together because 
they essentially pose the same issue, namely, the preserva- 
tion ol equality between citizens, irrespective of their reli- 
gion. background or gender, w ith the call for the promotion 
of the representation of these groups in Parliament. 

It was not surprising to note that ihc Western group of 
experts did not endorse the quota system as such at a lime 
when the Jordanian side lound itself deeply divided on the 
pros and cons of the proposal. 

It must be borne in mind that the equality norm super- 
sedes Other factors or political considerations because we 
cannot in one breath maintain that there shall be no dis- 
crimination between people on the basis of race, colour, 
religion, ethnic origin or sex and then submit that there is 
an absolute need for a quota system to make sure that thetf 
groups of people are represented in the elected Parliament. 

Given the Complexity of the ongoing dialogue on how , 
best to amend the electoral system in the country, the deci- j 
ston taken at the seminar to establish a commission of 
experts and academicians to lake over the responsibility of 
firnlrtm* 1 nr^ . n ; ._ .1 . . .. r _ 


niareh on Da: 
Along v 
Hus.'ein of M 
ii of the Grea 
and his son F 
tan- chief of 
Jordan, the v 
in Azraq a eti 
a young Bnti 
year-old Th' 
Lawrence. P 
political and 1 
er. known : 
"Lawrence ol 
Pointing 
Lawrence’s r 
chamber in 
tower, atop tl 
main entrano 
explains ho 
responded to 
call and left 
on the voting 
in 1917. 

Amir Faisal 
"the flame o 
which “set i 
fire." as 
described hir 
to talk serai gt 
of the Arabs. 

Qasr Al A 2 
Lawrence’s 

and from he 
many of his 
Arabia, from 
October 1918 
Most impr< 
military poin 
black basalt f 
the most ft 
guards of the 
Quest. Of v 
importance, i 


drafting a new Jordanian electoral law strikes me as a sen- 
sible way to go about dealing with the subject. Bv way of 
tl footnote I propose, however, that the composition of any 
such national commission he expanded to include states- 
men. politicians, clergymen and human rights actimu.. 

The one thing that remained nnmblv absent from all the 


ii lbe ^ n - C c ndudClJ ,Jn thc was the reference to 
the country s human rights treaty obligations. There arc 
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How to provide for today without forgetting the future 


THE SINGLE greatest 
challenge that agriculture 
faces is bow to increase 
production sufficiently to 
feed an expected popula- 
tion of 8.3 billion by the 
year 2025 without destroy- 
ing the resources that sub- 
sequent generations will 
need to draw upon. 

Land and water are finite. 
Despite dramatic agricul- 
tural advances, many mil- 
lions of people remain 
under-nourished. Arable 
land in the world increased 
only slightly from 1.294 
million hectares in 1972 to 
2,347 million ha in 1992. 
The availability of water 
per capita is declining 
rapidly. 

Planners have concluded 
that the only possible 
response to these con- 
straints is a strategy of sus- 
tainable agriculture and 
rural development (SARD), 
which will provide for the 
present without prejudicing 
the future. Increases in pro- 
duction must come mainly 
from existing land and 
water managed in a sustain- 
able manner. 

Agricultural activities 
that degrade the productive 
potential of land and water 
resources by causing soil 
erosion, waterlogging and 
salinisation of irrigated 
lands, threaten biodiversity 
and pollute surface and 


groundwater sources are 
self-defeating. Pollution of 
coastal and inland waters 
and overfishing of the 
oceans cost too high a price 
in environmental, social 
and economic terms. 

Excessive demands of 
rich consumers in devel- 
oped countries and the 
developmental needs of the 
poor can both strain natural 
sources. 

Achieving sustainability 

Involving fanners is 
essential to sustainability. 
This is a two-way street: 
giving fanners incentives, 
technical information and 
support to manage their 
land and water sustainably 
and receiving from them 
the know-how of fanning 
systems that can be adapted 
to increase yields while 
safeguarding the resource 
base. 

Relatively simple new 
approaches can help 
increase food supplies in 
both developed and devel- 
oping countries without 
depleting the resources on 
which they depend or rely- 
ing as heavily on inputs 
such as fossil fuels, mineral 
fertilisers and chemical 
pesticides. Much can be 
accomplished through 
improving management of 
natural resources by: 


• Maintaining a diversity 
of crops and varieties to 
protect farmers against fail- 
ure in any one crop and pro- 
viding new ways of 
increasing food supplies. 
Little known varieties of 
potatoes from the Andes, 
which thrive in poor moun- 
tain soils and are high in 
protein, could, for example, 
have important potential for 
farmers in other parts of the 
world. 

• Diversifying farming a 
systems to make greater use 
of the biological and genet- 
ic potential of plant and 
animal species. 

• Taking advantage of nat- 
ural processes such as recy- 
cling nutrients and inter- 
cropping plants that fix 
their own nitrogen can 
reduce dependence on min- 
eral fertilisers and enrich 
soil. 

• Adopting integrated pest 
management (1PM) tech- 
niques, which include con- 
serving existing natural 
enemies, rotating crops, 
intercropping and planting 
pest-resistant varieties. 
When pesticides are neces- 
sary, they are used selec- 
tively and in smaller quan- 
tities. 

■ Rotating crops and 
developing agroforestry 
systems that help to main- 
tain soil fertility. 

• Switching whenever 


feasible to renewable ener- 
gies such as biomass and 
solar and wind power, 
which are locally available, 
non-polluting and have the 
added benefit of creating 
employment. 

New approaches 
to irrigation 

One of the most important 
technologies for increasing 
production is also one of 
the oldest — irrigation. 
Irrigated land is more than 
twice as productive as rain- 
fed cropland. The 16 per 
cent of the world’s cropland 
that is irrigated at present 
produces more than 36 per 
cent of the world's food. 
Bringing more land under 
irrigation, especially in 
.Africa, could boost produc- 
tion. As much as two-thirds 
of future gains in crop pro- 
duction are expected to 
come from irrigated land. 

But rising costs and 
looming shortages of water 
along with unwelcome 
legacies of bad design, poor 
management and bureau- 
cratic blunders have dis- 
couraged e ffons to expand 
irrigation over the past two 
decades. Badly handled 
irrigation has led to water- 
logging and salinisation in 
nearly 50 per cent of the 
land where it has been 
introduced. Pollutants and 


sediments have been 
allowed to accumulate in 
dams and reservoirs, and 
irrigation systems have 
proved an ideal habitat for 
vectors of waterborne dis- 
eases. 

More than rwo- thirds of 
the water withdrawn from 
the earth's rivers. lakes and 
aquifers is used for irriga- 
tion. But in a world where 
26 countries are already 
classified as "water defi- 
cient," less than half the 
water diverted for irrigation 
actually reaches the crops. 

In recent years, however, 
new irrigation methods 
have been developed that 
use water more efficiently 
through recycling waste 
and providing better 
drainage. Drip irrigation 
and low-pressure spray sys- 
tems deliver water directly 
to crops, and small dams 
located closer to agricultur- 
al areas are replacing large 
projects that strain the envi- 
ronment. Lining canals 
with concrete and covering 
them reduces seepage and 
evaporation. 

Raising production 

Future food security will 
depend mainly on increas- 
ing the productivity of agri- 
culture rather than extend- 
ing the area under cultiva- 
tion. The technological rev- 


olution of the 1950s and 
1960s showed the huge 
potential offered by new 
high-yielding varieties of 
wheat, rice and other staple 
foods. Largely through the 
adoption of these varieties, 
food production in develop- 
ing countries grew at an 
average of 3.2 per cent a 
year between I960 and 
1990. an unparalleled 
increase that outstripped 
the rate of population 
growth. 

The first high-yielding 
varieties depended on 
water, machinery, chemical 
fertilisers and pesticides. 
Furthermore, the dramatic 
gains in production among 
Die developing countries 
were largely confined to 
Asia and parts of Latin 
America. Research into 
intensive agriculture con- 
tinues, but it is becoming 
more holistic in its 
approach. There is a grow- 
ing recognition that while 
continuing to focus on high 
potential areas where the 
chances of increasing food 
production while minimis- 
ing adverse impact are most 
favourable, the technologi- 
cal revolution experienced 
in most of the world must 
also become more wide- 
spread in regions that so far 
have hardly been touched, 
Africa in particular. 

Researchers are seeking 


to develop drought-resis- 
tant food crops that will 
flourish with low inputs 
even in marginal land. They 
are concentrating on rain- 
fed agriculture, animal trac- 
tion, intercropping, nutrient 
recycling and integrated 
pest management, empha- 
sising crop diversification 
and acknowledging the 
importance of women's 
roles. They are working to 
improve small-scale fishing 
technology, in-shore and 
inland fisheries and aqua- 
culture and looking at ways 
to better utilise multipur- 
pose tree crops, community 
forestry and agroforestry. 

The potential of 
biotechnology 

Biotechnology holds 
immense potential for agri- 
culture. Through gene 
manipulation, scientists 
have already produced 
faster-growing fish and 
cheaper, more effective 
vaccines against livestock 
diseases. They have used 
tissue culture to boost the 
productivity of oil palm and 
eucalyptus plantations. 

Some 50 plant species 
have been altered through 
biotechnology, and this is 
only a beginning. Scientists 
have developed potato 
plants resistant to disease, 
barley with accelerated 


growth rates and onions 
that are slower to sprout or 
rot after cropping. Vine- 
ripened tomatoes with a 
much increased shelf lifts 
are being marketed in the 
United States and Europe. 
Scientists in Mexico have 
found two wild ancestors of 
maize that have the capaci- 
ty to confer resistance to 
seven of the domestic 
crop's major diseases and 
turn maize into a perennial 
crop harvested every year 
without sowing. 

But these processes have 
raised some new concerns. 
While some consumers in 
developed countries are 
waxy of possible effects on 
health of fruits and vegeta- 
bles altered by biotechnolo- 
gy, developing countries 
fear that substances synthe- 
sised in the laboratory or 
produced by transgenic 
crops may undercut such 
traditional exports as vanil- 
la. pyre thrum, rubber and 
coconut oil. What about the 
unknowns? Could cloned 
varieties erode genetic 
diversity? Could genes 
from transgenic crops 
spread to wild relatives? 

This article is reprinted 
from the Rome-based mag- 
azine World Food Summit. 
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Qasr Al Azraq — where destinies were meant to be shaped 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

AZRAQ — His face wrin- 
kled and weathered, his old 
body wrapped in a grey 
worn-out dishdash, 

Mu'ayed Assad Abu 
Ghaleb shows visitors the 
way through the clusters of 
stones, inside the great 
ruins of Qasr Al Azraq. 

Time stopped in this 
green oasis in the middle of 
Die black basalt desert?*less- 
than one hundred kilome- 
tres east of Amman. 

Everything here brings us 
back to 1917, the great 
Arab Revolt against the 
Turks in the midst of World ■ 
War I. Between the solemn 
towers of the ancient 
Roman fort, the shouts and 
the rifle-shots of the 
Bedouin warriors can still 
be heard in the air. 

Abu Ghaleb names, one 
by one, the sheikhs of the 
most noble tribes which 
took part in the revolt and, 
notwithstanding the plastic 
badge dangling from his 
pocket, it is immediately 
clear that his 'narration is 
not going to be the cold 
explanation given by any 
tourist guide. 

His blue eyes shine with 
pride when he talks about 
his father who, together 
with 200 horsemen from 
Syria, came to Azraq to join 
the revolt, first in the Aqaba 
campaign and then in the 


march on Damascus. 

Along with Sheri f 
Hussein of Mecca, the spir- 
it of the Great Arab Revolt, 
and his son Faisal, the mili- 
tary chief of operations in 
Jordan, the warriors found 
in Azraq a curious figure of 
a young British officer: 29- 
year-old Thomas Edward 
Lawrence, Prince Faisal's 
political and military advis- 
er, known afterwards as 
‘.‘Lawrence of Arabia.'* : - 

Pointing at 1 “Captain 
Lawrence’s room,” a small 
chamber in the southern 
tower, atop the arch of the 
main entrance, Abu Ghaleb 
explains how his father 
responded to Amir Faisal’s 
call and left Syria to fight 
on the young prince's side 
in 1917. 

Amir Faisal, a leader with 
“the flame of enthusiasm” 
which “set the desen on 
fire,” as Lawrence 
described him, knew how 
to talk straight to the hearts 
of the Arabs. 

Qasr Al Azraq served as 
Lawrence's headquarters 
and from here he started 
many of his operations in 
Arabia, from June 1916 to 
October 1918. 

Most impressive from a 
military point of view, the 
black basalt fort was one of 
the most far-flung van- 
guards of the Roman con- 
quest. Of vital strategic 
importance, it was built in 


the late Roman era. at the 
end of the 3rd century. 
Restored and used by ihe 
Muslim armies as a strong- 
hold to resist the Crusader 
offensive in the 1 3rh centu- 
ry, Qasr Al Azraq is now no 
more than the shell of what 
once must have been an 
imposing fortress. 

The massive front gate, 
made of one huge black 
basalt stone, still swings 

pivot, but the rooms in the 
two-storey castle.* which 
once ranged along its entire 
length, stand in a dilapidat- 
ed condition today. 

We can still recognise the 
stables, however, and the 
mangers and tethering 
holes cut through the basalt, 
beneath a series of massive 
stone arches. 

In his writings, Lawrence 
drew a detailed account of 
his days in Azraq, and the 
“slow nights” in the fort, 
sitting around the fire, 
while "coffee was being 
pounded by the hearth.” 

He wrote about his com- 
panions and about the 
“strange, long wailing” of 
the dogs of the Bani Hilal, 
the mythical builders of the 
fort, which "quested the six 
towers each night for their 
dead masters." 

“We were secure against 
the world," he later 
recalled, “and, further, we 
had ghostly guardians.” 


Lawrence also wrote 
about the little mosque we 
can still visit today, the cen- 
trepiece of the fortress, sit- 
ting almost dead centre of 
the compound and very 
much ready for use. 
Soldiers stationed at the 
fon during the revolt 
cleaned this beautiful little 
shrine which for centuries 
had been half unroofed and 
used to house sheep. 

nHrer._-.:^p.sq l ur ibsa. 


became a most attractive 
bo®g?j6f pray6r. What htfd 
been a place shut off, dedi- 
cated to God alone. Time 
bad broken to the 
Evanescent with its minis- 
tering winds and rain and 
sunlight: these entering into 
the worship taught wor- 
shippers how the Two were 
One,” Lawrence wrote. 

The second of four sons 
of a “novel” couple, 
Lawrence had received 
from his mother, a devout 
woman oppressed by the 
unbearable weight of her 
sinful relationship with his 
father, a profound religious 
education. The long rainy 
nights in Azraq and the 
beauty of the small mosque 
in the fort's yard must have 
brought to surface 
Lawrence’s deep religious 
faith. In his "Seven pillars 
of wisdom”, he described 
Qasr Al Azraq as a “lumi- 
nous, silky Eden.” 

Though nowadays only a 


few tourists visit the fort 
every day, in Lawrence's 
time a “flood of visitors” 
used to crowd Qasr Al 
Azraq: "All day and every 
day, now in the running col- 
umn of shots,... which 
meant a Bedouin parade- 
chiefs of great name like 
ibn Zuhuir. ibn Kabir, Rufa 
Al Kreisha. or some little 
father of a family demon- 
strating his greedy goodwill 
before t he f air e ves of 
Faisal bin ALftussein 
. And * also v Druze, 
Armenians, Syrian politi- 
cians or traders and Arab 
deserters from the Turkish 
army, “always they came, 
day after day. till the desert, 
which had been trackless 
when we came, was starred 
out with grey roads.” 
According to historians, 
Lawrence here refers to 
Arab volunteers joining the 
Arab Revolt. 

The momentum of a 
national movement needs 
to be sustained, and the 
British assistance, brought 
about with Lawrence’s 
efforts, helped, even more, 
the liberation war against 
the Ottoman Empire. 

Abu Ghaleb recalls that 
his father used to get 25 
golden sovereigns a month 
to fight for “Al Malek 
(King) Faisal.” 

But neither Abu Ghaleb's 
father nor his comrades in 
arms knew at the time that 



in Europe, Grear Britain 
and France, wirh the Sykes- 
Picor agreement, had 
already decided Arabia's 
destiny and defined their 
zones of influence. At the 
end of the war, under the 
Mandate regime, Syria 
would fall to the French, 
and Faisal would be given 
the Kingdom of Iraq. 

Captain Lawrence, how- 
ever. did know. He knew 
even while, Jn_ Qasr Al 
- Azraq, be was preparing to 
take part in TMnce- Faisal’s 
campaign to free Syria. 

In September 1917, in a 
letter to a friend, he wrote: 
"I am strongly pro-British 
and also pro-Arab. France 
takes third place with me: 
but 1 quite recognise that 
we may have to sell our 
future security in the Near 
East to pay for our present 
victory in Flanders, ot sell 
our small friends to pay our 
big friends.” 





Assad Abu Ghaleb showing photos of his father 


A world war was going 
on in Europe, and that is 
where the destinies of the 


world were being decided. 
Even those of the Bedouin 
soldiers of Qasr Al Azraq. 


Qasr Al Azraq — the small rectangular window over the main entrance is of Lawrence's room (photos by Francesca Ciriaci) 


Suharto arrives here today 


(Continued from page 1) 

increasing the trade volume. 

Petra said die Kingdom's 
exports of phosphate, potash 
and fertilisers to Indonesia, 
which have been on the 
increase since 1994, amount- 
ed to more than S38 million 
last year. Jordan's main 


imports from Indonesia are 
timber, vegetables oil, textiles 
and clothing . 

According to sources at the 
Amman Chamber of Industry, 
the Indonesian private sector 
business delegation will 
include representatives from 
furniture and textile manufac- 
turers as well as from firms 


operating in the tourism and 
air transport sectors. 

Chief of the Middle East 
Division at the Indonesian 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry Muschrim Hakim 
will head the delegation. 

Indonesian Minister of 
Industry and Trade Tunky 
Aribowo is expected to head 
the public sector business del- 
egation, sources at the JBA 
said. 


King receives troika delegation 


(Continued from page 1) 

The three EU representa- 
tives also met Syrian Fcreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa, 
who said the EU emissary 
could play “an effective 
role” in relaunching the peace 


process and informing 
European leaders of its ups 
and downs. 

The Irish foreign minister 
said the troika's Middle East 
journey, which began 
Saturday in Damascus, is 
aimed at expressing the 


EU’s “concern for die Arab- 
Israeli peace process which is 
now on its deathbed.” 

Mr. Spring said the troika's 
mission was to look into the 
Middle East peace process 
and "discuss with Syrian offi- 
cials how to relaunch the 
negotiations.” The troika is to 
travel next to Cairo. 
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, North Africa 
markets booming, analysts say 


CAIRO (R > — When Arab 
states and Israel gather in 
Cairo today, ihey may all 
agree on one thing — the 
direction their economies 
are going. 

Economists and officials 
attending the Middle East 
and North Africa economic 
conference on Nov. 1 2 to 14 
say a trend towards privati- 
sation and liberalisation has 
taken root on common 
ground from North Africa to 
die Middle East and the 
Gulf. 

Some see the region as a 
frontier of virgin territory 
for private investment and 
joint ventures with foreign 
part tiers. 

"The Trend is a free mar- 
ket economy which means 
privatisation and liberalisa- 
tion of trade." said Ahmad 
Abu A I Kheir. Egyptian for- 
eign ministry coordinator 
for the conference. 

Middle East economies 
arc expected to show signs 
of an economic upturn and 
could double growth this 
year, analysts say. 

"This is the last of the 
truly emerging markets" 
said Richard Holmes, of the 
national U.S. -Arab Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 

More than SO delegations 
from America to Asia will 
attend the conference, stak- 
ing out nascent economies 
working to liberalise trade, 
attract foreign investment 
and privatise. 

The conference is the 
third of its kind aimed at 


integrating the region's 
economy. But some Arab 
states, angered at what they 
see as Israel's hardline poli- 
cies. have questioned 
whether the meeting could 
bear fruit before full Arab- 
Isracl peace. 

The previous two confer- 
ences were intended to inte- 
grate Israel in the regional 
economy after peace deals 
with the Palestinians. But 
this unravelled with the 
May election of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, who refuses to 
trade occupied Arab lands 
for peace. 

“Everybody knows that 
without peace there is no 
hope for economic develop- 
ment.’' said Mitsuo Sakaba. 
deputy chief of mission at 
the Japanese embassy in 
Egypt 

“They (businessmen) see 
much economic potential in 
the region," he added. ’The 
business environment 
should be cleared up togeth- 
er with ihe factor of negoti- 
ations on the peace process 
so the huge potential of this 
region can be exploited.” 

But officials say the 
movement toward liberali- 
sation and privatisation was 
sparking fresh interest in 
investment. 

Notable progress has been 
made in Egypt, which cut 
tariffs and is privatising. 
Egypt’s economy is expect- 
ed to grow at least six per 
cent a year if the govern- 
ment continues reforms. 


Egypt's North African 
neighbours have mirrored 
the trend. 

Tunisia has pledged to 
speed up privatisation with 
the sell-off of 15 more firms 
before the end of 1996. A 
further 62 are slated for sale 
over the next few years. It 
liberalised foreign access to 
its bourse and set up a con- 
vertible dinar. 

Morocco plans to cede 
shares in 68 state-run firms 
by the end of I99S and par- 
liament this year adopted a 
law to simplify investment 
proceedings. It has gradual- 
ly liberalised its economy 
and reduced trade barriers 
since 1994. when it was the 
first Arab country to host 
the Middle East economic 
conference. 

Algeria is also moving in 
the some direction, steadily 
easing open its local market 
to foreign investors. It also 
intends to expand its modest 
“pilot” privatisation plan. 

Jordan has said it is com- 
mitted to free market 
reforms. It has drafted key 
laws to boost export indus- 
tries and attract foreign 
investment to create jobs. 

Israel has virtually no bar- 
riers to foreign investment 
and although the trading 
regime has been liberalised, 
a push to liberalise capital 
and money markets has 
slowed. The government is 
promising a new privatisa- 
tion programme and market 
reforms. 

Privatisation is also the 


buzzword in the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC). but 
it has progressed relatively 
slowly. 

Kuwait is selling off state 
holdings in various firms 
and Oman is giving the pri- 
vate sector a bigger role. In 
Saudi Arabia, the first utili- 
ty company with foreign 
and private participation is 
set to be operational by end- 
1997. 

The GCC also includes 
Bahrain. Qatar, and United 
Arab Emirates. 

Apart from a few free 
trade zones, foreign firms 
are mainly limited to 49 per 
cent ownership in most 
states. Foreign investment 
in Gulf equity markets ore 
also restricted. 

Tariffs vary, and some 
industries are heavily pro- 
tected. 

There have been some 
signs of easing. Oman's 
new tax laws will make it 
more attractive for firms to 
have foreign holders. 

Turkey's Islamist-led gov- 
ernment made accelerating 
sell-offs a priority in efforts 
to raise finances to rein in 
deficits. 

A 10-year-old privatisa- 
tion programme has been 
stalled by political opposi- 
tion and regulatory obsta- 
cles. But political and eco- 
nomic concerns have not 
halted steady foreign invest- 
ment, encouraged by 
Turkey, reaching $9.2 bil- 
lion since 1980. 


Palestinian diaspora injected billion 
dollars into self-rule economy 


U.S. banking on M.E. business ties 
bold despite peace problems 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinians abroad injected 
one billion dollars into the 
Palestinian economy over 
the past year. saving it 
from "certain starvation," a 
Palestinian official has said. 

“Over the past year Pales- 
tinians abroad have sent a 
total of one billion dollars 
into the West Bank and 
Gaza either to their rela- 
tives or into investment pro- 
jects.” International Coop- 
eration Minister Nabil 
Shaath said. 

“Without that amazing 
amount. Palestine would 
not have been able to con- 
tinue during this difficult 
year and we would never 
have been able to face the 
certain starvation which 
would have resulted,” Dr. 
Shaath said. 

Dr. Shaath was speaking 
to a gathering of represen- 
tatives from donor coun- 
tries. the World Bonk and 


the United Nations in Gaza 
City. 

The Palestinian economy 
has been smothered for 
most of this year under an 
Israeli security closure of 
the territories which has 
stopped free movement of 
goods and workers, 
imposed after a series of 
anti-Israel bombings in 
February. 

“Just to he clear to those 
thar ask what are your own 
people abroad doing for 
you: Our people gave us 
one billion dollars, while 
all the donor countries 
together gave only $250 
million " Dr. Shaath said. 

Dr. Shaath told the gath- 
ering the Palestinian 
National Authority had 
drawn up an investment 
plan for 1997 worth $977 
million. 5300 million of 
which would come from 
aid already promised by 
donor countries. 


“For the next year we will 
require additional aid for 
the rest. $650 million." he 
said. 

The gathering was the last 
preparatory ■ meeting to 
draw up the investment 
plan before a conference of 
donor countries meets in 
Paris on Nov. 19-21 to 
approve it. 

The investment projects 
include die construction of 
a seaport and an airport in 
Gaza and of hospitals, 
roads and schools, as well 
as water, electricity, agri 
cultural and industrial pro- 
jects. Dr. Shaath said. 

The money will also go 
towards developing 

tourism, including plans for 
an international festival in 
Bethlehem to celebrate the 
two- millennium anniver- 
sary of Jesus Christ's birth 
in 2000. 
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WASHINGTON tAFP) — 
The United States prepar- 
ing for a Middle East eco- 
nomic conference in Cairo 
this week, is banking on 
newly established business 
contacts in the area to hold 
firm despite recent jolts to 
regional peace. 

While assessments of the 
conference outcome have 
been uniformly gloomy in 
the Arab World, officials 
here point to the size and 
breadth of the U.S. business 
delegation as an indication 
that the Middle East 


remains a good investment 
risk. 

The official U.S. team at 
the three-day gathering 
starting Tuesday will be 
headed by two cabinet 
chiefs. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher and 
Commerce Secretary Mick- 
ey Kantor. who are on their 
way out of President Bill 
Clinton's second adminis- 
tration. 

But if the political side is 
captained by lame-duck 
leaders, the U.S. business 
representation is likely to 


be more formidable than it 
has bden at similar confer- 
ences in Casablanca in 
1994 and last year in 
Amman. 

"The U.S. business dele- 
gation will probably be 
stronger than it has been at 
any of the previous confer- 
ences." said Rebecca Idler, 
a Middle East spokes- 
woman at the U.S. State 
Department. 

“It’s a broader delegation 
— more than 125 compa- 
nies. more than 250 indi- 
viduals — snanninc multi- 
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ACROSS 

Pretense 

Leaflike part 

Family member 

Fledgling 

Rapscallion 

Press smooth 

Ordnance 

Anomaly 

Genetic initials 

Concur 

Blustery 

discourse 

Garish 

Greet the judge 
Clues for 
bloodhounds 
Close 

hermetically 
Vietnam city 
Mooch 
Seize 
Wavy, in 
heraldry 
Fuzzy: var. 

Sow one’s wild 
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136 


39 


42 


38 Audacious 

40 Unit of 
radioactivity 

41 Morass 

42 A in a.m. 

43 Subdued shade 

44 Hurler Blue 

45 French painter 
t 46 For a short time 
l 49 Lunar piain 

50 Hem and — 

53 Rank and file 

55 Chief 

56 Luminous ring 

57 Exhilarate 

58 Through 

59 Mimic 

60 Ancient fiddle 

61 Comply 
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DOWN 

1 Proiagonisi 

2 Anthem 

3 Epic showdown 

4 Low 

5 Schoolgirl coif 

6 Actor Benson 

7 “A Death in the 
Family" author 

8 Contemptible 
one 


9 Third in rank 

10 Bishop's 
headdress: var. 

11 Operatic solo 

12 State of mind 

13 Henry's fourth 
19 Usher’s province 
21 Burlap fiber 

24 Show backer 

25 Answer 

26 Roughen the 
surface of 

27 Dugout 

28 Fine china 

29 Fabian, at one 
time 

30 Loosen 

31 A Ford 

33 Heart hook-up 

34 Pul up 

36 Vagabond 

39 Exalts 

40 Malacca 

43 Astronomical 
unit 

44 Sun barrier 

45 Photo finish 

46 Turkish title 

47 Packaae 
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48 Fit 52 Watery part of 

49 Ancient dty near milk 

the Dead Sea 54 Bravo! 

51 Teen woe 55 Bother 


nationals based in the Unit- 
ed States to medium-sized 
companies." 

Some of the biggest 
names in the U.S. corporate 
world, notably Westing- 
house, Amoco. Lockheed 
Martin. American Express 
and Enron, will be sending 
representatives to the meet- 
ing, expected to draw more 
than 3,000 delegates overafi 
from 88 countries. 

Ms. Idler denied the con- 
ference had been under- 
mined by the late Septem- 
ber explosion in Israeli- 
Palestinian violence that 
left 82 people dead and by 
the failure of later talks to 
secure an Israeli military 
withdrawal from West Bank 
town of Hebron. 


(Continued on page 9 ) 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
MONDAY, 

NOVEMBER 11, 1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Rigfuer Foundation 



ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Study your 
debts and income today 
and then make collections 
and pay your financial 
obligations wisely, and 
efficiently. This evening 
you can proceed with 
some special career activ- 
ities which need comple- 
tion. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Pamper yourself 
or purchase something 
new today to get your 
appearance improved for 
the busy weekend ahead 
Later this evening you 
can meet with some 
knowledgeable person 
and discuss some career 
concerns. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Many duties 
need your personal atten- 
tion today, so plan your 
time well and handle 
them efficiently so that 
you can have great suc- 
cess. Later this evening 
will be good for meeting 
with close friends for 
some laughs. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Plan 
how to have better rapport 
with your friends and be 
more service to them. Be 
sure they are of fine char- 
acter or you would be in 
the middle of some diffi- 
culty with some bigwig 
which will not be benefi- 
cial. 

LEO: (July 22 to August- 
21) Any civic or credit 
affairs which need your 
personal handling should 
not be neglected today or 
you could find yourself in 
hot water. Later this 
evening will be good for 
consulting some bigwig 
and get his or her advice. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Be sure' 
you have first studied 
every item of some coursej 
of {action todayj ifypu are] 
go/ng. to gain the finest 
benefits from il This 
evening you should spend 
some time with your 
loved ones and have fun 
together. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Before 
you get into that business 
outlet today, be sure to get 
the advice of an expert 
and be on the safe side. 
This evening can be fun 
for you and your loved 
ones if you tate them 
some place where , they 
can enjoy themselves. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You 
may not agree with a 
higher-up about some 
career activities you have 
to do today, however, fol- 
low through without 
question and you can be 
successful by doing what 
you are instructed to do 
and you can gain prestige. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Tour career activities may 
seem tedious today, how- 
ever. get them completed 
steadfastly and gain the 
benefits which accrue, 
j This evening can be good 
for you and your mate if 
you spend some romantic 
time alone. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Make recreational " plans 
for the days ahead and set 
up appointments for some 
fun activities for you and 
your loved ones. Clear 
your desk of lingering 
tusks so that there won't 
be any excuses to have 
fun with your loved ones. 
AQUARIUS; (January 
21 to February 19) Be 
i more willing to (to what 
your family expects of 
you today even if you pre- 
fer to pursue other matters 
which could take you 
from home for some rime. 
This evening you should 
make the time to spend in 
some fun activities with 
your loved ones. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Get busy keep- 
ing promies you have 
made today, even if it 
means much travelling 
about. Take it easy tonight 
i with your loved one and 
! have a peaceful time 
: together and get ready for 
[ this busy weekend. 


Birtbstnne of Novem- 
ber: Topaz — Tiger’s 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Monday, November 11, 1996 


Qatar-Enron joint gas 
venture being finalised 


DOHA (R) — Qatar and U.S. 
Enron Corp are close to con- 
cluding a $4 billion joint ven- 
ture agreement for a liquefied 
natural gas project in the 
Arab Gulf state, a senior 
Qatari official lias said. 

“Everything is moving 
smoothly and we are readying 
the final joint venture docu- 
ment for signature within the 
next weeks,” Nasser Jaidah, 
director of exploration and 
new ventures at the Qatari 
ministry of energy and indus- 
try, said ‘It wifi be a 65-35 


per cent joint venture”, with 
the state's Qatar General 
Petroleum Corporation 
(QGPCj holding the majority 
stake. Mr. Jaidah said 

A previous letter of intent 
signed by the QGPC and 
Enron in January 1995 had 
stipulated a 60-40 split. But 
the final draft of the agree- 
ment has changed the "ratio 
and the U.S. company has 
reportedly concurred with it. 

Mr. Jaidah told Reuters: 
“The project will go ahead 
and we are moving seriously 



Authorities shut 
down 11 factories 

** AS PART of its inspection campaign, the Jordanian 
Institution for Standardisation and Metrology has shut 
down eleven factories and plants which produce chemi- 
cals and construction materials, for violating the coun- 
try's standard specifications. The institution's director 
general, Hassan Saudi, said the closure included four fac- 
tories for paint and shampoo production and seven brick- 
manufacturing plants. 

Mr. Saudi revealed that his institution has recently 
issued 58 warnings to various factories. Thirteen of those 
warnings were for projects producing chocolate, biscuit 
and potato chips. Other warnings were: 18 for chemical 
plants producing paint and cleaning products, 13 for 
plants manufacturing bricks and tiles, four textile projects 
and 10 clothing workshops. 

The institution destroyed 1 ,808 cans of lubricating oils 
(brake and motor oil for vehicles) and 193 paper rolls for 
packaging food for alleged manipulation of expiry dates. 

.In addition, 26 tonnes of imported convenience diapers 
were destroyed for not being in accordance with the stan- 
dard specifications. Other products destroyed were 1,646 
kilogrammes of various foodstuffs, 24 biscuit canons and 
one chewing gum canon (A1 Ra’i). 

Jordan Television to become 
financially independent 

** TELEVISION -"-DIRECTOR Nasser Judeh has 
announced that the imnister of finance approved in prin- 
ciple the financial independence of Jordan Television. 
Speaking at the Amman Rotary Club West, Mr. Joudeh 
said according to this approval, Jordan Television would 
keep the revenues from marketing and commercial adver- 
tising as well as other services instead of forwarding it to 
the treasury. 

As such, Mr. Judeh explained, JTV would finance its 
own expense rather than have the Ministry of Finance 
specify a budget, which, exceeds the volume of commer- 
cial revenue. He indicated that despite the approval, the 
government would provide in the first stage some form of 
financial support until JTV can improve its performance. 

Mr. Judeh pointed out that financial independence 
would enable Jordan Television to raise its commercial 
revenue noting that the commercial department was not 
set up on a competitive bases. 

The television director revealed that the annual govern- 
ment allocation for Channel One was JD5S0,000 
(A1 Aswaq). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“The boss is out of town and we’re ail 
restless, so Larry dares me to bungee 
jump over the paper shredder..." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hkmri Arnold and Mika Austrian 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 


one letter to each severe, to term 
four ordinary words. 

PERIT 





Why can't t find the report? 
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'E75M311 
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■3 
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r ’ 


, WHY THE A&^ENT- 
MlNPeP PROFESSOR 
COULPNT GET HH 5 
OLP COMPUTER 
TO WORK. 


YUFEEL 


^ 



f K 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by iha above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 
WAITER AVENUE 


Jumbles; DRONE LOWLY 
Answer Why the conductor won 

award - HE was WELL-'TOAIN-Eir 


in that direction.” 

“We don't care whether 
Israel buys (Qatari gas) or 
not,” he said in reference to a 
reported decision by Israel to 
annul a right of exclusivity 
given to Enron to negotiate 
with Qatar tor gas supplies for 
Israel. 

Enron and Israel had signed 
a memorandum of under- 
standing in October 1995 at 
an economic conference in 
Amman granting Enron ISO 
days to finalise an agreement 
with Qatar for the supply of at 
least two million tonnes a year 
of LNG from 2001. 

The agreement, signed by 
the former Israeli energy min- 
ister Gonen Segev and Enron 
Development Corp chief 
executive Rebecca Mark, 
gave Enron exclusivity in 
negotiations with Qatar dur- 
ing the 1 80-day period. But an 
infrastructure ministry 

spokesman in Israel last 
month said thar Israel had 
decided not to renew the 
agreement as no deal was 
reached with Qatar during the 
stipulated period. 


BIS shows ways to avert 
emerging markets bank crises 


ZURICH <R) — The Bank 
of International Settlements 
(BIS) has come up with new 
ideas to try to avert new 
banking crises in increasing- 
ly vulnerable emerging 
economies, economists have 
said. 

The proposals in the latest 
BIS economic paper see eco- 
nomic stability, improved 
banking practices and higher 
bank capital among the con- 
ditions for preventing the 
recurrence of crises such that 
which hit Mexico in 1 994 — 
posing serious problems for 
financial markets well 
beyond Mexico’s borders. 

The options outlined in the 
paper are likely to be scruti- 
nised by treasury and central 
bank officials from die 
Group of 10 (G-10) leading 
industrial nations, who will 
be reporting to the Group of 
Seven (G-7) sumxnii in Den- 
ver next year. 

In a review of recent stud- 
ies, officials of the central 
bankers central bank find 
that the incidence of banking 


crises in developing coun- 
tries has been significantly 
higher in the 1980s and 
1990s than in the 1970s, and 
much higher than in the tran- 
quil 1950s and 1960s. 

The Mexico’s crisis 
sparked fears among U.S. 
and IMF officials of prob- 
lems speeding to other 
emerging markets and 
pushed the U.S. to put 
together a S40 billion global 
rescue package. 

Although the industri- 
alised world has had its share 
of banking crises — such as 
Spain's crises from 1977- 
19S5 and the U.S. savings 
and loans crises from 1984- 
1991 — the losses' from 
crises in developing coun- 
tries are more severe. 

In more than a dozen 
cases, the cost of healing 
banking crises in the devel- 


oping world has exceeded 10 
per cent of a country's gross 
domestic product. In 
Argentina and Chile losses 
have been greater or equal to 
25 per cent of GDP. 

The BIS said urgent con- 
sideration must be given to 
ways in which international 
cooperation can encourage 
or sustain commitment to 
reform banking sectors in 
developing economies. 

“Banking crises in eraeig- 
ing countries have multiple 
causes. The bad news is that 
there is therefore no single 
solution," the report said 

“The good news is that 
there are several possible 
policy measures that can sig- 
nificantly reduce the inci- 
dence of each of these fac- 
tors underlying banking 
crises.'’ it added 

Ways to strengthen politi- 


cal incentives to push ahead 
with reforms include pres- 
sure from regulators in coun- 
tries where developing 
banks want to do business 
and from markets, punishing 
'less regulated banks with 
higher costs of business. 

The main factors recom- 
mended by the report are 
greater macroeconomic sta- 
bility, a larger role for for- 
eign -owned banks, a wider 
use of market-based hedging 
instruments and higher lev- 
els of bank capital. 

Foreign-owned banks are 
often in a better position to 
weather shocks to the local 
economy because their port- 
folios are less concentrated 
in the host country and have 
access to external sources or 
liquidity. 

Higher capital ratios could 
help compensate banks for a 


more volatile environment, 
but also for accounting' 
weaknesses and legal imped- 
iments to banks' recovery of 
delinquent loans. 

“Banks in most emerging' 
economies, given their re la-' 
tively volatile environment, 
should probably hold more 
capital,*' the paper said 
Incentives to encourage 
banks to increase capital 
range from linking permitted 
activities to the level of capi- 
tal or increase the personal 
liability of bank directors. ■ 
The paper also outlines the 
advantages of making many 
supervisory responses 
mandatory, helping offset 
the pressure on bank super- 
visors to delay corrective 
action in an environment of 
strong political pressure. 


U.S. banking on 
M.E. business ties 


(Continued from page 8 ) 

“A regime was estab- 
lished in Casablanca and 
Amman and now there are 
business relationships that 
have been established and 
are being built upon," she 
argued 

But U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce Vice President 
Willard Workman was less 
sanguine. 

“There's no question that 
a lot of people are con- 
cerned about the apparent 
breakdown in the peace 
process,” he said. 


36 billion and 33.5 billion. 

“Most of the time these 
projects were extremely 
difficult to put into prac- 
tice," said the Amman offi- 
cial who asked to remain 
anonymous. 

In the current climate of 
regional resentment and 
mistrust, the economic 
group — which pilots pro- 
jects between Israel, the 
Palestinians, Egypt and Jor- 
dan — has lowered its 
sights and is concentrating 
on feasibility studies for 
projects more likely to see 
the light of day. 


“There are a lot of people the .Cairo, conference, 

who are looking not only at ^fh’e’ 'group will be putting 


Israel but at Palestine, 
Lebanon, Jordan arid Egypt 
as potentially a very lucra- 
tive area for doing business 
— if we can get the peace 
process in place " he added. 
“But until that happens, 
there’s not going to be a 
stampede of foreign invest- 
ment in the region." 

Added an Amman-based 
official on the economic 
development group at the 
multilateral peace nega- 
tions: “From now on the 
approach is one of realism, 
far from the enthusiasm of 
past years.” 

At Amman, the talk was 
of major roads linking 
Egypt and Syria, huge 
tourism and infrastructure 
projects and bifiion-doUar 
deals. 

Projects put forward by 
Israel, the Palestinians and 
Jordan alone were valued 
respectively at $27 billion. 


forward small-scale pro- 
posals aimed at improving 
roads and crossing points 
between Israel and Jordan, 
the establishment of fron- 
tier industrial zones and 
tourism development 

One U.S. company head- 
ed for Cairo, the Texas- 
based natural gas developer 
Enron, is currently negoti- 
ating a $4billion project 
with Qatar that would take 
liquefied natural from the 
Gulf country’s North Dome 
field to markets in Jordan 
and Israel. 

Despite the recent stale- 
mate in peace moves, 
insisted Enron spokes- 
woman Carol Hensley, 
“we’ve been continuing to 
negotiate on this project in 
Qatar, Israel and Jordan. 
We have continued to 
maintain our focus on this 
projecr since it began in 
January 1995.” 
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PAST 13 

MONTHS 

COMPANY'S NAME 

? / E DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE . 
TRADED 
JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANGE 

HIGH 

LOW 


252.00(3 205.000 

ARAB BANK 

13.5 1.42 

5 

1020 

251150 





3. BOO 

2.950 

BANK OP JORDAN 

10.6 0.00 

1 

1350 

3983 





2.700 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. SK. 

5.2 6.19 

2 

250 

563 

2.26 




5.2SO 

4.250 

THE HOUSING HX. 

13.1 2.B2 

-I 

1000 

4855 

4.90 




1.200 

.890 

J OR. GULP BANK 

S.3 7.87 

2 

3250 

2893 

.90 




4.180 

3.300 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.9 0.00 

14 

1676 

6249 

3.73 



s 

3.930 

1.400 

UNION BX.SAV.INV. 

P 0.00 

4 

82 






3.800 

3.000 

JOR. INV. PIN. BANK 

17.3 0.00 

4 

10186 

32593 





5.850 

4.450 

ARAB BANKING CO. 

23.3 0.00 

9 

5750 

25862 





1.600 

1.000 

PHILADEL. INV.BK. 

g 0.00 

2 

250 

308 

1.29 

1.23 

.06- 


BANX SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 188.68 *CHG: -0.06 

46 

24839 

328601 





2.910 

1.B40 

JOR FRENCH IN5UR. 

5.4 10.42 

1 

400 

76B 

1.92 

1.92 

- 


INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 118.68 *CHG: 0.00 

1 

400 

768 





1.900 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.0 7.59 

2 

1017 

1606 




* 

9.250 

8.310 

JOR. HOTEL TOURISM 

17.2 2.06 

5 

1881 

15048 

8.31 




2.800 

2.090 

SHIPPING LINES 

10.8 7.84 

1 

10000 

25500 

2.52 

2.55 



1.970 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

g o.oo 

8 

1500 

1690 

1.13 




1.0S0 

.880 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

20.0 4.14- 

2 

2000 

1800 

.90 




1.250 

.590 

JORDAN I NIL. TRAD . 

31.8 0.00 

8 

3000 

1862 

.61 




2.300 

1.610 

KID. EAST HOTELS 

73.7 0.00 

1 

200 

342 

1.68 




1.270 

.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

g 0.00 

2 

1600 

1685 

1.06 




2.430 

1.700 

UNIFIED CO. 

B.9 5.BB 

G 

1350 

2310 

1.73 

1.70 

.03- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110 

.35 ZCHG: +0.10 

36 

22568 

51932 





3.770 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

18.9 3. ■OS 

12 

4207 

13855 

3.30 

3.30 



3.550 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE HINES 

32. B 0.00 


600 

1830 





5.960 

4.780 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.0 3.56 

2 

100 

562 

5.62 

5.62 



10.550 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REF INARS 

9.3 8.74 

9 

1361 

12487 

9.15 

9.15 



4.870 

3.100 

ARAB PHARR. HANP. 

17.5 6.29 

24 

3B61 

12341 

3.21 

3.18 

.03- . 


6.450 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

7.5 4.17 

3 

3250 

19500 

6.00 

6.00 



B.000 

4.250 

DAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

12.5 4.40 

9 

1284 

5838 

4.55 

4.55 



.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

g 0.00 

44 

44650 

24524 

,57 




1.500. 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER COHV.TRD. 

7.9 8.93 

1 

150 

174 




♦ 

1.090 

.570 ' 

NATIONAL 1NDS. 

a.i 10.91 

12 

5950 

3303 

.58 

.55 



1.840 

. .940 

INTERNED . PETHO . CHEH . 

g o.oo 

1 

250 

240 

.97 




1.350 

.770 

JOR. SULPHO-CBEM 

g 0.00 

1 

1000 

820 

.78 

.82 



1.920 

1.080 

ARAB PHARM. CHEIf. — 

21.7 0.00 

13 

3600 

4197 

1.19 

-1.16 



1.620 

1.060 

KAWTHER INVEST. 

43.9 4.92 

1 

100 

122 

1.28 

1.22 



3. 2BO 

1.460 

UWIV. M00N.IND5. 

4.5 13.61 

10 

2650 

3884 

1.46 

1.47 

.014 


2.100 

1.140 

JOR. XNDS . RESOURCES 

17.3 0.00 

13 

4250 

5813 

1.36 

1.38 

.024 


1.580 

.890 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

24.2 0.00 

12 

7500 

6673 

.89 




2.460 

1.750 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

P 0.00 

5 

1088 

2012 

1.83 




1.460 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

25.6 0.00 

4 

3000 

5450 

1 .OB 

1.09 

.014 

♦ 

1.990 

.980 

ONION CH. 6 VEG. 

23.6 0.00 

3 

7000 

6820 

.99 

.96 

.03- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110. 

.37 ZCHG: -0.02 

181 

97864 

130533 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 147.63 *CHG: -0.03 

264 

145671 

511834 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR 

SUNDAY 

10/11/1996 





.790 

.440 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

21.3 0.00 

5 

4250 

2253 

.50 

• S3 

.034 

+ 

.800 

.560 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

14.7 0.00 

8 

5350 

2961 

.56 

.55 

.01- 

N 

.950 

.440 

NATL- COMMER. CENTERS 

E 0.00 

1 

50 

24 

.47 

.47 



.930 

.700 

ONION INV. 50* 

g 0.00 

28 

108450 

22780 

.72 

.71 

.01- 


1.110 

.450 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 0.00 

25 

87350 

41006 

.47 

.46 

.01- 

N 

.950 

.710 

AL-DAWLIYAH 75* 

16.0 0.00 

B 

12623 

5807 

.71 

.71 



.640 

.340 

JOB . INDS . MATCH -JEM CO 

g 0.00 

2 

1650 

596 

.38 

.37 

.01- 


1.150 

.630 

UNIVL. METALS 

E 0.00 

3 

900 

576 

.63 

.64 

.014 


■ B70 

.510 

ARAB FOOD fi MED. 

E 0.00 

1 

500 

310 

.62 

.62 



.700 

.450 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 

g 0.00 

4 

2750 

1410 

.54 

.51 

.03- 


1.000 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

g 0.00 

a 

10300 

6268 

.60 

.60 


N 

1.100 

.480 

NATL . MOLT . ENG . NAMIOO 

E 0.00 

il 

22600 

11039 

.49 

.49 

— 


1.080 

.750 

JORDAN STEEL 

B 0.00 

2 

200 

152 

.77 

.76 

.01- 


.780 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

P 0.00 

1 

500 

245 

.48 

.49 

.014 


.840 

.600 

RAZI PHARM. 65* 

E 0.00 


400 

102 

.60 

.60 



.830 

.420 

INDS. ENG. 

26.5 0.00 

12 

8700 

3759 

.44 

.43 

.01- 


1.430 

.770 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 0.00 

2 

500 

395 

.80 

.79 

.01- 


.880 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 0.00 

1 

1500 

930 

.62 

.62 


+N 

.950 

.810 

ARAB I NT. FOOD FACT. 

56.2 0.00 

1 

5000 

4000 

.82 

.80 

.02- 

a 

1.500 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.0 0.00 

a 

2350 

1598 

.68 

.68 


GRAND TOTAL 




136 

275972 

106237 
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DAJ AN! 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs, 


Amra Hotel Snops 
6th Ode, Arnmarr 
Also in Brazil ' i 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms In Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
, Fax: 810520 


STUDIO I|AKI 

Professional Qoatityj in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop yoor colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
Umt 30% 


• Ft 


FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
vVILLAS 


if ary*- 


Shmeisani-* 

Bank. Phone: 
Swefich tel: 823891 


O^^indlajrs 



■ BYBLOS ■ 

£22222^29883 




E A l ESTATE 


FOR 
I RENT 

I ^ Deluxe Villas 

a) Appanmcrus 
in Amman 


For details please cal! 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 




***■ 



HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 1985 

SPECIAL PRICES V 
FOR LONGTERM - STAY! 


•ABDOLN- - 
TEL. 810)50, TAX 8271 IT 




Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30 - 11:30 
LogS&kJ in. Amman 
Fmqhclal District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 


Furnished 
Apartments 
For Rent 

in Abdoun, 
Sweifieh, Tla'a Al 
AH, Al Rabia, Um 
Utheina and 
Shmeisani. 

Jamal Trading 
Real Estate Co. 
Tel. 699369 


JD 4 (t44CKC 

& S*kuU 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10A.M- 1 AM 

Tel. 5537.1£A: 

Fax 8965^ ;. 

t Tmm UthaiM ' 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


4* 

crown hem 


- INDOOR HEATED 
S HUMMING PQQU 

- SHUNH .JACUZZI 
& MRSSRGE 

^^ETORDQM' 

yJvfcOiftTS 1 

TEL 758180 

RR0I0 & TO STATION RQ. 




Redieucneuii 


Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
j* Sushi 


For Res. 81299? • fill! ’8 
Mecca Si. Daoud Center 


0 
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Holyfield stops Tyson to win 


WBA title in shock upset 


LAS VEGAS (R) ~ No 
one ever doubted Evander 
Holyfield's strong faith in 
God. but it was his belief in 
his right hand that so many 
people scoffed at. 

After beating Mike Tyson 
Saturday in one of the 
biggest upsets in boxing 
history. Holyfield has cer- 
tainly convinced everyone 
that his right hand is as 
solid as his faith in God. 

And he may have made 
some people, as he said he 
hoped he could do. believe 
in more than his right hand 
with his victory over one of 
the most feared fighters 
ever to win the World 
Boxing Association's 
heavyweight champi- 
onship. 

Holyfield was supposed 
to be a washed up fighter 
who was in danger of per- 
manently injuring himself. 

But the 34-year-old for- 
mer two-time world heavy- 
weight champion became 
only the second three-time 
champion. after 

Muhammad Ali. by raining 
nine unaswered punches to 
the head of a helpless 
Tyson to bring in referee 
Mitch Halpem to stop the 
fight at 37 seconds of the 
1 1 th round. 

Over and over again 
Holyfield landed right 
hands to Tyson's head that 
seemed to confuse him. 
throwing his riming, and 
ultimately his senses, wav 
off. 

Holyfield charged right at 
Tyson from the opening 
bell, swarming over the 3l% 
year-old Tyson to trade 
punches toe-to- toe. 

It was a message Tyson, 
now 45-2. had been sent in 
only one other fight — 
against Janies “Buster" 
Douglas in Tokyo in 1990 
when douglas staged the 
biggest upset in boxing his- 
tory by knocking out the 
seemingly invincible Tyson 
in the 1 0th round. 

It was the strategy that 
Holyfield insisted he would 
follow for months, and so 
many people considered to 
be suicide against the 
power-punching Tyson. 

Tyson seemed surprised 
by the tactic, and in the 
early going in the first 
round was missing with his 
hard overhand rights, while 
Holyfield countered with 
combinations. 

Holyfield kept landing 
his punches first, and 
toward the end of the sec- 
ond round the 30-year-old 
Tyson was slowine down 



Challenger Evander Holyfield raises his finger as he celebrates his number one status 
following his 11th round TKO win over Mike Tyson in their WBA Heavyweight 
Championship fight at the MGM Grand hotel in Las Vegas. In one of the biggest 
upsets in boxing history. Evander Holyfield pummeled Mike Tyson helpless with nine 
unanswered punches in the 11th round to win the World Boxing Association's heavy- 
weight tide (Reuters photo) 



Mike Tyson lays on the mat after being knock down by challenger Evander Holyfield. 
during 6th round action in their WBA heavyweight championship bout (Reuters 
photo) 


and holding, reminiscent of 
hapless Briton Frank 
Bruno, whom Tyson easily 
defeated last March. 

Just before the bell ended 
the second round. 
Holyfield landed a right- 
Iefi-righi combination that 
staggered Tyson up against 
the ropes in a precursor of 
what was to happen often 
in the fight and at the end. 

Holyfield caught Tyson 



A connerman works on the cut left eye of Mike Tyson 
between rounds of his WBA heavyweight championship 
fight against Evander Holyfield ( Reuters photo) 


with a short left to the head 
in the sixth round, sending 
Tyson down onto the seat 
of his black trunks to a 
tremendous roar from the 
capacity crowd of 16.325. 
which at the end of the 
round was chanting and 
stomping feet for 
Holyfield. 

Tyson got up quickly and 
the tun traded hard punch- 
es. Bur at the end of ihe 
round it was Holyfield 
again with a left- right-left- 
right combination that -cm 
Tyson imo the ropes. 

Holyfield was warned fur 
holding in the seventh 
round and later in the round 
Tyson complained to the 
referee that* Holy field had 
worked his glme into a cut 
that hjd opened up under 
Tyson's left eye. Then 
Tyson ran inro Holyfield's 
head with his own. and 
again Tyson looked implor- 
ingly at the ref. 

Tyson appeared ready t«» 
be knocked out in the 10th 
round after Holyfield 
stopped a Tyson charge 
with a very hard jab and 
snon afterward landed a 
hard right-ieft-right-right 
that pounded him into the 

ropes. 

When the bell rone for 
the Hth round. .Tyson 
seemed dazed, standing in 
front of his comer with his 
hands (Juu.n at his sides. 

“I didn't know where I 
was ar.“ Tyson said after 
the fight. “I didn't know 
anything." 

Tyson added. “I don't 
even remember going 
down. I don't even remem- 
ber the fight." 

Hols field, now 33-3. 


waded in again and Tyson’s 
legs appeared wobbly. 
Holyfield landed nine 
unanswered punches to 
Tyson's head, finishing the 
execution with a huge 
overhand right that 
knocked Tyson into ine 
ropes senseless. / 

"I give ali my glory to 
God. With God on your 
side you can do the things 
you choose to do." said 
Holyfield. 

Holyfield. who was paid 
">11 million, said he would 
go home i<> Atlanta and 
rest, and think about 
whether he wants to fight 
again. 

For Tyson, who received 
S3Q million for the bout, 
fighting again is a no- 
hrainer: “I gel so much 
money to fight, man. how 
can l noi continue to fight.” 

From an acrimonious and 
very distasteful promotion 
with Tyson promising ro 
hurt Holyfield and Tyson's 
camp constantly belittling 
the challenger, the post- 
fight news conference was 
all sweetness and light. 

Everyone praised every- 
one. 


Holyfield thanked Tyson 
for ihe opportunity to fight 
him and. of course, thanked 
God many times more. 

Tyson was particularly 
gracious. saying to 
Holyfield. ' 1 niun. I just 
want to shake your hand. 
It's been so long. I jusr 
want io touch you. 

"He fought j tremendous 
ficlu. Thank you. I have the 
greatest respect for you. By 
the will of God. 1 hope wo 
can do it aeain.” 
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Giggs 
boost for 
United 


Rough ride for the Tour of Italy 


MANCHESTER (AFP) — 
Ryan Giggs provided some 
much-needed good news for 
Manchester United manager 
Alex Ferguson with a suc- 
cessful rerum to action in the 
reserves on Saturday. 

The Welsh International 
showed no ill effects from 
the calf injury which has 
side-lined him for the past 
month during which United 
have suffered traumatic set- 
backs to their hopes of pre- 
miership and European 
glory. 

Giggs, who set up the first 
two goals in United reserves 
4-0 triumph at Nottingham 
Forest, now seems likely to 
play for the first team in their 
forthcoming games against 
title rivals Arsenal and 
Italian Giants Juventus. The 
afternoon was also memo- 
rable for Norwegian trialist 
Eric Neuland who struck a , 
hat-trick against Forest. 


MILAN (AFP) — Next year's winner of 
the 80th tour of Ttaly will need to be a 
strong climber, after the organisers on 
Saturday unveiled three weeks of bell 
between Venice and Milan. 

The race, which starts in Venice on May 
17 and finishes 3,S85kms later here in 
Sempione Park on June 8, is tailor-made for 
a triumphant return for Italian climbing 
hero Marco Pantani. 

The figure of eight route winds through 
the length and breadth of Italy, starting with 
an opening stage around the Venice Lido. 
The first of two time trials, lasting just 
1 8kms. follows on stage three and includes 
a hill climb finish to San Marino. 

As the route winds south, stage five sees 
the first steep climb up to Terminillo 
(l,775mts) before pressing on via Lanciano 
by the Adriatic to Modragone on the 
Mediterranean. 

After a 10th stage along the boot of Italy, 
the Peloton has a rest day spent transferring 
to Lido Di Camaiore on the northwest . 
coast. 

A short dash along the Italian riviera fol- 
lows and then it's northwards into the Alps 
for a series of mountain stages at Varazze 
(Monte Beigua Pass, l,287mts) and 
Cervinia (Col De Champremiere, \,260mts 
and St Pantaleon 1 ,645mts). 

The 1 8th stage hosts the second time trial, 
a 39km dash to CavaJese, but woe betide 
any rider who gives himself totally to victo- 


No fewer than seven mountain climbs 
await him the following day. including the 
2,239mt Coppi summit, named after the 
legendary Italian rider. ‘and a further five 
climbs over the following two days. 

Deliverance arrives in the last stage, a 
sedate 165km run to Milan. 

Miguel Indurain, the five-tiroes Tour De 
France winner, acknowledged it would be a 
tough race — were he to take part. 

"It’s a hard giro.” the Spaniard said in an 
interview brodcast at the presentation here. 

"It's going to be bard at the beginning 
with the time trial and anyone who gives it 
too much at the start is not going to see the 
race through to the end." 

The Spaniard has not decided yet whether 
he will race the 80th giro. 

Pantani. the srar of the ceremony here, 
said of the route: “I like it. 

“It's one of the best of the last few years 
and I would really like to do well on it” 

However, the man nicknamed “the Llittle 
Elephant" for his shaved head and protrud- 
ing ears, is not guaranteed to be at the start- 
ing line. 

Still recovering from a traffic actidenr 
during the Milan-Turin race a year ago. he 
said - . “ l feel good. I've done about a dozen 
races since August and the training is going 
well. But Mi have to see closer to the time 
if my condition is good enough to race die 
giro.” 





Kafelnikov, Ivanisevic 
book final date in Moscow 


MOSCOW(AFP) — Top 
seeds Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov and Goran 
Ivanisevic won their 
semifinal matches in 
straight sets here Satur- 
day in the SI. 1 5 million 
Kremlin Cup to set up a 
much-anticipated final 
showdown. 

Russia’s Kafelnikov, 
who moved to No. 3 in 
the world following his 
fine showing in Paris last 
week, overcame David 
Prinosil of Germany 7-6, 
6-4 to the delight of a 
near sell-out crowd at 
Moscow's Olympic 
sports complex. 

Hard-hitting Croatian 
Ivanisevic, servjpg 1 21 
aces, eliminated Alex 
O’Brien of the United 
States 6-4. 7-6. 

After bartling the top 
seed for almost an hour 
in the opening set, 
Prinosil double-faulted at 
key point in the tiebreak- 
er to lose 7-9. Kafelnikov 
then broke the German in 
the ninth game of the 


second set for a 5-4 lead 
and served for the match. 

Ivanisevic won the first 
set with a trademark ace, 
and proceeded to give 
O'Brien little chance in 
the tiebreaker, blasting 
down yet another ace 
with his second serve. 

“I feel good when I hit 
an ace," said Ivanisevic, 
ranked 4th in the world. 

Kafelnikov, from the 
Black Sea town of Sochi, 
has a dismal 2-6 head-to- 
head record against 
iVanisevic and said he is 


not looking forward "to 
the final. 

“He has been a difficult 
opponent for me since 
we first met. 

When he hits 20-30 
aces, it's almost like 
going into the match one 
set down." 
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photo) 


r VILLA I 

Si _ Lqi jS ale_ 


Two-floor villa with basement I 

520 sq.m, built area on 400 sq.m, land in the I 
best location of Sweifleh overlooking Queen Zein I 
Str. Consisting of 4 bedrooms; bathrooms, large I 
salons & sitting areas with dining room, * 
Oak wood kitchen, security glass entrance. J 
brick garage, maid's room, well. J 

Building two years okJ only. | 

If intonatad plain* emit “ a( 

* 09/986598 - 09/986596 At-Zarta £l 

OkocOywKh ffra owner ( no mkkOo man roqutmU J tM 


Furnished or UnFurnished 
Villa For Rent 


Please Call : 696586 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Ground floor with a garden. Consisting of 
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Ground floor with a garden. Consisting of 2 ^"nk and Frank 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, laundry room, salon, dining ^ Ul underline rhe 



room, kitchen, telephone. 

Location: 7th Circle, beside Royal Automobile Club. 
Please call Tel: 825816 - 672441 


Jordan Phosphate Mines Co., Ltd. 
announces the invitation to tender 
No.: 30F/96 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 
30F/96, for the supply of:- 

{(12,000 METRIC TONNES OF WET 
ALUMINIUM HYDROXIDE)) 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until i 
2:00 p.m. local time Monday, 2nd December, 
1996. 

Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of JD 
(125) for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Tuesday, loth December 
1996. 


Ground Floor Apartment For Rent 

184 sq.m, independent and cozy, with its 
private garden, fully furnished and 
equipped. Consists of: Salon, dining room, 
2 bedrooms and a fully equipped kitchen. 
Located in the best residential area in 
Amman. 

if interested please call 671509 
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Sameh Madani | 

Managing Director 


OCEAN FRESH FISH CENTRE 

announces the arrival of a shipment of 
Fresh Salmon from Norway. 

for more in/nmusiitm cult """ 

Tel ; 826906 * “ 
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for more htfonmuum cult 
Tel ; 826 m 

Scxenth Circle - AhdaUuh GhoshchSi. 
j. Near Ramadu Hotel 
Bp. Abdali- Tel: 687772 


CONCORD 


TEL:677420 


A mm oo n Theatre & Cinema 
TEL 618274 - 618275 


Philadelphia 1 

Tom Cruise ... in 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15 . 6:30. 10:30 

Philadelphia 2 

SABRINA 


CONCORD "1" 


NabJI & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL 625155 


i'kv 




INDEPENDENCE DAY 

On Dolby slereo) 


INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(In Dolby stereo) 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00, 8:15, 10:45 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00. 8:15, t©:45 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15 . 8:30. 10:30 


CONCORD “2” 

DISCLOSURE 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00. 8:15. 10:30 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 
Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 




Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

Theairo is closed Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

For reservation please call 

625155 - 840155 
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-Wales national team coach BoJbiby, Gould g&gfrrdvring 
his World Cap qualifying match against Holland In 
Eindhoven. Wales lost their match with 7-1' (Renters 
photo) 


SiS 


Albanian Viktor Paco (C) tries to overpass the Armenian players Sargis Hovsepyan 
(L), the stretched Aramais Tonoyan (R) and Hamlet Mkhitaryan (R above). Albania 
and Armenia drew 1-1 in a World Cup European Group 9 qualifier in Tirana 
(Renters photo) 

World Cup qualifiers 

Irish hold Germans 
as England go clear 

PARIS (AFP) — Northern 
Ireland gave Germany a run 
for their money as they bat- 
ded their way to a deserved 
1-1 draw in Nuremburg in a 
European group nine World 
Cup qualifier Saturday to 
preserve a proud recent 
record against the European 
champions. 

Bryan Hamilton's men 
withstood intense German 
pressure before grabbing a 
shock lead on 38 minutes 
when Bolton defender Tag- 
gart blasted in a half-volley 
following a poor clearance 
from Thomas Strunz. 

Dortmund midfielder 
Andreas Moller replied 
. with an equaliser just two 
minutes later to save Ger- 
man blushes. 

The Irish, who had 
opened their World Cup 
campaign with a 1-0 home 
defeat by Ukraine and an 

! dr^^with Aimlfia, 
it like men possessed 
preserve their remark- 
s record against one of 
superpowers of world 
tbaU. 

P^Wales endured a night- 
mare evening in Eindhoven 
in Group Seven as they 
were humiliated 7-1 by 
Holland, for whom Arse- 
nal's Dennis Bergkamp 
blasted a hat-trick. 

The thrashing was one of 
the worst in Welsh history 
and their heaviest beating 
since a 5-0 crushing by 
Georgia two years ago in a 
Euro 96 qualifier. Their 
worst ever loss was a 9-0 
drubbing by Scotland in 
- Glasgow in 1 878. 

Bergkamp opened the 
scoring on 22 minutes and 
further first-half efforts fol- 
lowed from Ronald De 
Boer, Wim Jonk and Frank 
De Boer to underline the 
gulf between the two sides. 

Dean Saunders hit a 40th 
minute consolation for 
Bobby Gould's dispirited 
band, who have now been 
outclassed twice by the 
lively Dutch. 

Everton veteran goal- 
keeper Neville Southall 
saved bis team from a 
rugby score, coming to the 
rescue of his hapless 
defence time and time 
again. 

After the break. Cocu 
made it 5-1 in the 61st 
minute before Beigkamp 
piled on the misery with 
further goafs in the 73rd 
and 79th minutes. 

In the same group, Aus- 
tria needed a 73rd-minute 
goal from classy Werder 
Bremen midfielder Andreas 
Herzog to edge out Latvia 
2 - 1 . 

Macedonia meanwhile 
ran up the biggest score of 
the day and the fourth 
biggest in the tournament’s 
history as they blitzed hap- 
less Liechtenstein 11-1 
away in Group 8. 

Elsewhere in Europe, 

Albania and Armenia part- 
ed 1-1 in the same group as 
Germany and Northern Ire- 
land. 

Egypt and Morocco 
start with a bang 

Egypt and Morocco went 
on scoring sprees while 
Nigeria and South Africa 
disappointed in World Cup 


action this weekend. 

The Egyptians crushed 
Namibia 7-1 and Morocco 
outclassed Sierra Leone 4- 
0, but Nigeria took 86 min- 
utes to seal a 2-0 win over 

Burkina Faso and South 
Africa battled to defeat 
Zaire 1-0. 

Fans jammed the streets 
of Cairo with their cars, 
waving flags and honking 
horns, after Egypt became 
the first country to score 
seven goals in an all- 
African tie. 

Several decades before 
organised football began on 
the continent, the Pharaohs 
struck seven past Asian rep- 
resentatives Palestine in a 
qualifier for the 1934 World 
Cup. 

Ali Maher was the chief 
tormentor of Namibia, 
scoring in the opening 
minute and going on to 
complete a hat-trick while 
veteran Hossam Hassan 
struck two late goals. 

Morocco netted three 
times within eight minutes 
soon after half-time to com- 
plete a 4-0 rout of Sierra 
Leone, who were drafted in 
last week after Burundi 
withdrew due to economic 
sanctions. 

Nigeria fielded nine of 


the Olympic-winning team 
against lowly Burkina Faso 
with Finidi George and 
Roshidi Yekini replacing 
Hjani Babangida and 
Nwankwo Kanu, who has a 
heart problem. 

The expected goal 
avalanche never materi- 
alised and the capacity 
60,000 crowd at the 
Surulere stadium in Lagos 
had to wait 46 minutes 
before George created the 
first goal for Daniel 
Amokachi. 

Jonathan Akpoborie, a con- 
sistent scorer in Germany, 
and 1994 African footballer 
of the year Emmanuel Amu- 
nike were brought on to bol- 
ster the Super Eagles attack. 

But the Burkinabe, who 
conceded seven goals on 
their previous visit to Nigeria 
five years ago, soaked up the 
pressure until four minutes 
from fulltime when 
Amokachi struck again. 

African champions South 
Africa looked lethargic as 
they battled to overcome a 
Zairean team which arrived 
in Johannesburg less than 
four hours before the kickoff. 

Italian-based forward 
Philemon Masinga snatched 
the winner after 72 minutes. 
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Hingis to face Seles 
in Oakland final 


OAKLAND (R) — Precocious Martina 
Hingis arranged her first on-court meeting 
with former teen queen Monica Seles by 
bearing big-serving Brenda Schultz 
McCarthy to reach the finals of the Bank of 
the West Classic. 

The third-seeded Swiss teenager beat 
fifth seed Schultz-McCarthy 7-6 (7-5), 6-3 
to set up a showdown against Seles, a 6-3 
6-3 winner over Romanian Irina Spirlea in 
Saturday's earlier semifinal. 

“I've never played Martina and I'm excit- 
ed to play her,” co- world number two Seles 
said. “She has a beautiful style, reads shots 
very well and moves well on both sides.” 

Hingis, 16, who will be ranked a career 
best number six on Monday, is making her 
eighth appearance in a final this year. 

“I'm very excited to play her,” said 
Hingis, who has one tournament title to her 
credit. “Every time before we got close, but 
1 would lose or she would lose. When I was 
little she was my idol, so I’m happy to play 
her.” 

Seles, 22, had an easier time Saturday, 
setting the tone by winning the first two 
games at love. She capped the first set by 


breaking Spirlea at love again. 

“I had a very big percentage of first 
serves,* 4 said Seles, who poured in 75 per- 
cent of her first serves. “I knew I had to do 
that because she's a good returner.” 

In the second set, Seles stormed out to a 
3-0 and never faced a break point on her 
way to victory. 

“She served well and hit almost every- 
thing,” said Spirlea, ranked 15th in the 
world. “When she won eight points in a 
row, I was thinking, oh my God” 

Hingis looked tentative in the first set, 
dropping her serve in the opening game. 

But Hingis was able to return Schultz- 
McCarthy's sizzling serves well. Though 
she had 10 aces, Schultz-McCarthy also 
had nine double faults and 32 unforced 
errors. 

The Dutchwoman believes Hingis has a 
good chance ag ains t Seles. 

“Martina has a very intelligent game,” 
Schultz-McCarthy said. “She sees the court 
very well. Monica hits the ball really hard. 
If (Martina) can keep pace with Monica, 
she’ll do okay." 


Premier League teams 
begin 11th week today 


I Ur 


By a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Soccer 
action returns to the King- 
dom's stadiums Monday 
with the start of the lltb 
week of the Premier 
League championship. 

As the second round of 
the championship 

resumed last week AI 
Faisal i remained atop the 
standings after their 2-0 
win over Ai Ahli. AI Wih- 
dat are only one point 
behind after another 2-0 
of their own over AI 
Jazireh. 

AI Raratha moved up to 
third with their 2-1 win 
over Shabab AI Hussein 
lie AI Ahli dropped to 


Schedule of matches (all matches start at 2:30 p.m.)| 
Wihdat - S. AI Hussein Mon. Amman 
Qadissieb- Ramtha Tue. Amman 

Faisali - Jazireh Wed. Amman 

Kufrsoum - Ahli Fri. Irbid 

Hussein- Qoqazi Fri. Mafraq 


Standings before 11th round 


Team 

P 

w 

D 

L 

£E 

£A 

£ts 

Faisali 

10 

6 

4 

. 

18 

6 

22 

Wihdat 

10 

6 

3 

1 

16 

5 

21 

Ramtha 

10 

5 

3 

o 

13 

8 

18 

Hussein 

10 

4 

5 

1 

15 

10 

17 

Ahli 

10 

4 

4 

2 

20 

13 

16 

Qadissieh 

10 

2 

6 

2 

15 

15 

12 

S. Hussein 

10 

2 

4 

4 

11 

14 

10 

Jazireh 

10 

1 

3 

6 

4 

12 

6 

Kufrsoum 

10 

- 

5 

5 

7 

20 

5 

Qoqazi 

10 

- • 

3 

7 

7 

22 

3 


^AI Hussein remained 
fourth after their 2-2 draw 
with Kufrsoum while AI 
Qadissieh and AI Qoqazi 
also maintained their 
standings after a 1-1 


draw. 

As the Hth week opens 
today, AI Wihdat meet 
Shabab AI Hussein hop- 
ing to score a win and top 
the standings. 

Nearly ail top teams 
might find a very good 
chance to improve their 


record as they meet rela- 
tively easy opponents. AI 
Ramtha will meet AI 
Qadissieh Tuesday, AI 
Faisali will play AI 
Jazireh Wednesday, Ahli 
will play Kufrsoum and 
AI Hussein meet Ai 
Qoqazi Friday. 


NBA RESULTS 


Milwaukee 

109 

Charlotte 

98 

Indiana 

103 

Washington 

100 (OT) 

Philadelphia 

112 

Phoenix 

95 

Chicago 

104 

Boston 

92 

Miami 

91 

Dallas 

84 

Houston 

91 

Utah 

85 

Sacramento 

103 

Portland 

102 


FOR RENT 

Unfurnished apartment, 900 metres from the 7th 
Circle on the right hand of the Airport Road. 3 
bedrooms, one- .-is master. Small garden, 
telephone and other facilities. 

Call 819505 from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


For Rent 
In Deir Ghbar 

A full flat in a two, 
floors building . Each 
floor is 240 sq.m. 
Super deluxe 
finishing, separate 
entrance, 3 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, 2 living 
rooms, dining room, 
family room and ai 
large kitchen-. 

If interested, 
please call: 
863993 

JORD AN TIMES 
TEL: 

699644, 684311 
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i2 News 



An Israeli soldier takes aim with a rifle fitted with a cannister of rubber bullets as a Palestinian gestures toward 
other Palestinians to stop their land demonstration Sunday (Reuters photo) 


Israeli police start rounding 
up Jewish extremists 


HEBRON i Agencies) — 
Police arrested a Jewish 
extremist in Hebron on 
Sunday as part of* an effort to 
prevent a violent response to 
an expected Israeli redeploy- 
ment in the West Bank city. 

Public Security Minister 
Avigdor Kahalani told Israel 
radio that the measure was 

necessary so that the 
changeover in Hebron "will 
be peaceful." 

The Israeli newspaper 
Maariv said Israel plans to 
pull out of Hebron, the only 
West Bank city still under 
Israeli occupation, between 
Nov. 20 and 22. 

Noam Fcderman. a leader 
of the outlawed anti-Arab 
Kach Movement, was put 
under administration deten- 
tion. which allows police to 
hold a person for up to six 
months without being 
charged. 

Over the past three years. 
Mr. Federman has spent 14 
months in administration 
detention, once after Jewish 
settler Bitruch Goldstein 
shot and killed 29 

Palestinians in a Hebron 
mosque in 1993 and a sec- 
ond lime after die 1995 

assassination of Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

In addition to Mr. 

Federman. a police official 
said two other Israelis were 
picked up Sunday, one in the 
Tel Aviv district and one in 
the Haifa area. But their 
identities were not revealed, 
and it was not clear if they 
remained in custody as 


PLO police lead funeral 
of Palestinian man 


NILIN. West Bank (R) — PLO police carried die body of 
a Palestinian man killed by Israeli soldiers on Sunday to his 
village, saluted him and laid him to rest. 

Israeli troops shot dead Alallah Amireh. 36. and wounded 
1 1 other Palestinians on Sunday as they protested against 
land confiscations, witnesses and medical officials said. 
The incident occurred in Deir Kidis village near Ramailah 
where Palestinians say Israel confiscated 1.250 acres of 
Arab land for Jewish settlements. 

Palestinian policemen performed a military funeral for 
Amireh at Nilin village near Ramailah. 

Witnesses said Sunday's violence erupted when Israeli 
soldiers fired live bullets at some 200 Palestinians from four 
villages who were heading for a protest on the confiscated 
land. 

Israeli army spokesman said the incident was under 
! investigation. 

| Around 250 Palestinian mourners marched through 
! Ramailah to a cemetery in Nilin village For Mr. Amireh's 
I funeral. 


police initially indicated. 

The official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
police had arrest warrants 
for a few dozen Jewish 
extremists. 

Travel restrictions have 
previously been imposed on 
six Jewish extremists, 
including Baruch Marzel. 
the head of the Kach 
Movement and a Hebron 
resident. 

Mr. Marzel predicted there 
would be violence after 
Israel’s redeployment. 

"The question is who will 
succeed in preventing, 
immediately afterwards, the 
confrontation between the 


two populations. I am con- 
vinced that there will be vio- 
lence." he told the 

Associated Press. 

He also said widespread 
arrests of Jewish militants 
could backfire. 

Meanwhile, the historic 
Jewish families of Hebron 
called Sunday for the 
removal of its “extremist” 
Jewish settlers and a return 
to the era when Jews and 
Arabs lived in peace in the 
volatile West Bank city. 

A delegation of descen- 
dants from Hebron's original 
Jewish community, which 
lived in the city for centuries 
until the earlv J900s. made 


the call during a symbolic 
visit to meet Hebron's 
Palestinian mayor Mustapha 
Natshe. 

"The settlers do not have 
the right to speak for the 
Jews in Hebron or to use 
their properties in the city.” a 
joint statement by the fami- 
lies said. 

“The Jews may live here 
under a peace accord 
reached with the 
Palestinians, but not as the 
settlers do. with weapons 
and threats," it said- ' 

Mr. Natshe told the gather- 
ing that Palestinians "wel- 
come the original Jews who 
had property here in Hebron 
and call on them to return to 
the city to live in peace as 
we did for centuries '* 

The delegation, represent- 
ing the largest eight of 
Hebron's old Jewish fami- 
lies. accused the settlers of 
"stealing" their property in 
the city. 

The settlers “are strangers 
who took our homes and 
have no right to use them. 
They must leave immediate- 
ly." said Yosef Ben Yehuda 
Ezra, who lived in the city 
until the 1940s and whose 
family was in Hebron for 
450 years. 

Mr. Natshe called on "both 
Palestinians and Jews to 
have the right to gel back 
property’ taken from them." 
the delegation refused to< 
comment on the sensitive 
issue of the right of 
Palestinian refugees to 
return to homes inside Israel. 


Ciller begins official 
visit today 


By Amy Henderson 

Jon&m Tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Turkish Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller is expect- 
ed here today for j two-day visit postponed since September. 

An official from die Turkish embassy in Amman said that the 
basic aim of the \ isit is in boost bilateral lies between Jordan 
and Turkey. The official would not disclose details of Ms. 
Ciller's planned talk* with His Majesty’ King Hussein. His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kahariii. But it is widely believed that Ms. Ciller 
will discuss regional water issues, the on-goinc Kurdish prob- 
lem and the continuing U .N.-imposed sanctions on Iraq as well 
as the delated oil-for-food deal. 

"They mil be dealing with all issues, but I can't specify what 
they will be.” the official said. 

Jordan expects that Turkey will play an important role in 
regional water-sharing issues, now being discussed in the mul- 
tilateral phase of the Middle East peace process. Turkey has an 
abundant supply of water and has offered to export it to Arab 
countries as w el l as Israel, but given Syria's boycott of the mul- 
tilateral talks, the issue has not made much headway. 

An official source told the Jordan Times that talks with Ms. 
Ciller could address negotiations between Jordan and NATO 
over granting the Kingdom non-NATO ally status. Jordan's 
inclusion in this elite club of nations would' give it access to 
American hi-tech and will allow the preposition of U.S. mili- 
tary equipment here. 

Ms. Ciller's predecessor Emrc Gonensay was scheduled to 
visit Jordan in June, when Ms. Ciller reigned as Turkish prime 
minister. However. a change in government postponed the 
visit. 

Following her appointment as foreign minister in Turkey's 
current Islamic -led government. Ms. Ciller was also scheduled 
to pay a visit to Amman in September. But the visit was again 
delayed because of Kurdish fighting in northern Iraq. 

At that time. Arab countries, including Jordan, severely crit- 
icised a Turkish plan to set up a "buffer zone" in Iraqi territory 
to prevent fighters of the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK I from 
staging attack*, against the country in their struggle to secede 
from Turkish sovereignty. 

Turkey later assured Jordan that it would continue to respect 
Iraq's sovereignty in its northern territories and that it had no 
plans to establish any military bases there. 


Gangland bomb blast kills 


1 1 in Moscow cemetery 


MOSCOW fAFP i — A 
bomb exploded in a 
Moscow cemetery early 
Sunday, killing at least H 
and seriously wounding 11 
others during a ceremony 
for veterans of the war in 
Afghanistan, in what police 
said appeared to be a gang- 
land settling of scores. 

The president of the 
Russian Foundation of 
Afghan War Veterans and 
his wife were among those 
killed by the blast at the 
Kotliakovsky cemetery in 
southern Moscow. 

Police who arrived on the 
scene said 1 1 people were 
killed and 1 1 wounded were 
rushed to hospital after the 
blast. 

Colonel Svyatoslav 

Zhorin. chief investigator of 
the Federal Security 
Service i FSB i. named the 
foundation's president as 
Sergei Trakhirov. and said 
rival branches of the organ- 
isation had been in dispute 
for at least two years. 

Russian ORT Television 
showed pictures of bodies 
dismembered by the blast, 
which ripped Through the 
cemetery at 12:3^ p.m. 
(0930 GMT), leaving n 
crater ?.? metres wide and 
more than a metre deep. 

Police said the bomb con- 
sisted of two or three kilo- 
grammes of TNT. 

The memorial service, 
attended by 1 20 people. 


was organised to honour the 
foundation's previous presi- 
dent. Mikhail Likhodci. 
who was gunned down two 
years ago outside his apart- 
ment building. 

Moscow Echo radio 
reported that Mr. Trakhirov 
had replaced Mr. Likhodei 
on April 10. 1995. 

Valery Radchikov. presi- 
dent of the rival branch, 
was seriously wounded in a 
recent assassination 

attempt. 

The nationwide founda- 
tion was established in May 
1991. to provide support 
and help find jobs for veter- 
ans wounded in the 1979- 
I9S9 Soviet war in 
Afghanistan. 

Russian war. veterans' 
associations generally 
enjoy tax-free privileges for 
imports and exports — a 
benefit that often leads to 
lucrative business deals and 
bloody score-settling for 
control of the profits. 

Security officials quoted 
by Interfax news agency 
said that after Sunday's 
bombing police teams were 
rushed to churches where 
other memorial services for 
Mr. Likhodei were planned, 
to check them for bombs. 

Police feared a bomb may 
have been planted in the 
Cathedral of the Epiphany- 
in central Moscow, the 
sources said. 
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Prince Hassan: Security cannot 
be achieved without peace 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan has said that 
security in the Middle East 
cannot be achieved before 
the attainment of peace, 
urging concerted efforts to 
maintain human dignity 
through focusing on peace, 
security and development. 

In an address to partici- 
pants at a seminar on the 
Arab perspective on the 
peace process held at the 
peripheries of a conference 
by the International Press 
Institute (IPI) which ended 
in Amman Saturday. Prince 
Hassan pointed to the nega- 
tive impact the region’s 
focus on military security at 
the expense of humanitarian 
and social security has had 
on the development process 
in the Middle East. 

Prince Hassan said that he 
brought up this issue in his 
recent talks with General 
PauJ Klein, director of the 
Transition Department, in 


Eastern Slavonia. 

Since ‘the Gulf war in 
1990, Prince Hassan said, 
countries in the area have 
spent $200 billion on arma- 
ment while the develop- 
ment of the infrastructure of 
the region extending from 
Morocco to Turkey would 
cost $35 billion. 

The Crown Prince said the 
Middle East has yet to insti- 
tutionalise mechanisms for 
economic cooperation, not- 
ing the expectations and 
aspirations from the 

Working Group on 

Regional Economic 

Cooperation have not mate- 
rialised. 

Prince Hassan expressed 
hope that the regional bank, 
which the Middle East and 
North Africa economic 
summit held in Amman last 
year agreed to set up, will 
be established and will 
achieve its goals. 

Emphasising that Islam 
has nothing to do with vio- 


Russia backs quick start 
to Iraq oil-for-food deal 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov support- 
ed Baghdad's calls for a 
quick start to its delayed oil- 
for-food programme at talks 
on Sunday with Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz. 

Iraq is seeking U.N. per- 
mission to start the oil-for- 
food deal, which would 
allow it to sell $2 billion of 
oil in exchange for sorely 
needed medicines and food. 
Other oil sales are barred 
under U.N. sanctions 
imposed on Baghdad after 
the Gulf war. 

Iraq also wants the sanc- 
tions lifted but has to wait 
for the report of a United 
Nations commission con- 
firming it has fultfilied 
demands to destroy its 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

"Russia underlined the 
need to fulfill all the U.N. 
Security Council resolu- 
tions but also that without 
delay Iraq would have per- 
mission to carry out its 
intentions to export oil and 
to fulfill its needs." Mr. 
Primakov told a news con- 
ference. 

He said it was “vitally 
necessary” to start the oil- 
for-food deal. 

Russia has called for sanc- 
tions to be lifted as soon as 
possible in contrast to the 
harsher U.S. stance. Mr. 
Primakov, a Middle East 
expert, said he had useful 
talks with Mr. Aziz and 
referred to him as his “old 
comrade." 

Russia has an interest in 
sanctions being lilted 
because this would help 
Iraq repay billions of dollars 
in debts to Moscow. 

Mr. Aziz said Iraq was 


prepared to fulfill all U.N. 
resolutions and that it was 
the United States which was 
holding up the oil-for-food 
deal and the lifting of sanc- 
tions. 

The deal was nearing 
completion but was halted 
when Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein sent troops into 
northern Iraq to fight on one 
side of an inter-Kurdish 
fight. 

“Iraq wants as quickly as 
possible to fulfill the resolu- 
tions as this is in the inter- 
ests of the Iraqi popula- 
tion.” Mr. Aziz added. 

Mr. Primakov said it was 
difficult to say when the 
sanctions against Iraq 
would be lifted but that only 
disarmament should be 
taken into account when 
allowing Iraq to resume oil 
sales. 

Iraq is worried that the 
United States might push 
for the U.N. to set other 
condi lions than j ust the 
weapons issue before 
Baghdad is allowed • to 
resume oil exports. 

Mr. Aziz said Iraq would 
conrinue to work with the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM), which is mon- 
itoring the weapons 
destruction, and called for it 
to give its final report soon. 

Mr. Aziz, is on a visit to 
Moscow which diplomats 
in Baghdad said was pun of 
Iraq's efforts to rally sup- 
port for an early end to the 
six-year-old U.N. trade 
sanctions. 


Iraq accuses Turkey 
of killing Kurds 


Iraq on Sunday accused 
Turkish- troops of murder- 
ing 46 Iraqi Kurds by shoot- 
ing them in the back after 


they had taken refuge in 
Turkey. 

The official A1 Qadissivah 
newspaper said 46 bodies 
which were sent to the 
northern Iraqi town of 
Sulairaaniyeh in recent days 
were the “victims of 
Turkish military operations 
in northern Iraq." 

"These men who fled the 
hell of Jalal Talabani’s 
group," the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK) which 
controls the city of 
Sulaimaniyeh near Iran, 
“tried to travel to Turkey 
through Iran.” it said. 

“The Turkish authorities 
arrested rhem and held them 
for four months before 
releasing them and-bringing 
them back to the Iraqi bor- 
der” A1 Qadissiyah said, 
adding that the events took 
place around four months 
ago. 

The daily said these men 
were “shot in the back by 
Turkish soldiers in order to 
get bonuses promised to 
soldiers who kill members 
of the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK). the Turkish 
Kurd separatist group. 

It did not say if they were 
gunned down on the border 
or inside northern Iraq. 

Ankara said 35 PKK 
rebels were killed and 45 
others wounded during a 
Turkish army operation on 
Friday in northern Iraq. The 
Turkish army frequently 
carries out such attacks in n 
bid to prevent the PKK 
using the area as a launch- 
ing pad. 

The Kurdistan 

Democratic Party ( KDP). 
which controls much of 
Iraqi Kurdistan, has urged 
Ankara to stop its “aggres- 
sion" against Turks in 
northern Iraq. 


U.S. using non-lethal military 
aid to target Sudan — report 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United Stales is giving 
non-lethal military aid to 
nations surrounding Sudan in 
ail effort to put pressure on 
the Islamic regime there, 
according to a report Sunday. 

The Washington Post, citing 
administration and congres- 
sional officials, said nearly 
S20 million in surplus U.S. 
military equipment will be 
sent to Ethiopia. Eritrea and 
Uganda. 

The paper repotted that the 
three countries support 
Sudanese opposition groups 
preparing a joint offensive to 
overthrow the government in 
Khartoum. 

The officials said the mili- 
tary aid is non-lethal and 
defensive, including items 
such as radios, uniforms, 
bools and tents. 

The paper reported, ta ev- 
er, thin congressional and 
Pentagon sources said the aid 
could be increased to include 
rifles and other weapons, 

The post reported that 
administration officials said 
the White House has issued 


no formal presidential direc- 
tive detailing a new strategy 
towanl Sudan, but top admin- 
istration officials met several 
times over the last year to dis- 
cuss policy toward Sudan's 
rulcri. 

The officials made “a very 
deliberate policy decision” to 
lake a tougher line, one 
unreimed senior administra- 
tion official said. 

"Our policy » to isolate, 
pressure and contain Sudan 
and to compel it to modify its 
behaviour.” said one senior 
administration official. “Wc 
do not have an active policy 
of trying to overthrow ih c 
government of Sudan.” the 
source added. 


ICRC discusses release 
of air crew 


Meanwhile, an 

International Red Cross offi- 
cial held talks Saturday in 
Khartum in a bid to secure 
the release of throe aircrew 
and five Sudanese seized by a 
pn>-govcmmcnt armed fac- 
tion in southern Sudan a week 


ago. 

Paul Grossiedcr. deputy 
director of operations for the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross MCRC). held 
talks with Foreign Minister 
Mustafa Osman Ismail, a 
statement from the ministry 
said. 

The plane, seized on Nov. 1 . 
was canying five "Sud.meM* 
patients" who had just left the 
ICRC hospital at Lnkichofcio 
in northern Kenya, an ICRC 
statement issued in Khartoum 
said. The three foreign 
nationals arc Canadian pitot 
John Early, co-pilot Kcnvan 
Moshin Raza and Australian 
nurse Mary Worthington. 

The ICRC rejected allega- 
tions that the plane was com - 
ing arms and said it was on an 
“authorised flight to Woon- 
Rofc” near Qoqrial. about 400 
kilometres north or the bor- 
der. 

The Sudanese government 
and the group boldine the 
eight captives, say the five 
Sudanese arc members of the 
rebel Sudan people's 
Liberation Army (SPLA). 
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lence. Prince Hassan told 
participants ut the IPI semi- 
nar that he has, through 
some friendly countries, 
made a proposal to work 
against lslamophobia in the 
same way the world is 
working against anti- 
Semitism, expressing hope 
the proposal will be 
endorsed by the 
International Parliamentary 
Union in its coming meet- 
ing- 

prince Hassan spoke of 
the progress the interfaith 
dialogue has made, hoping 
that the success of this 
endeavour will be matched 
in efforts to increase coop- 
eration among countries of 
the Middle East. 

Prince Hassan pointed to 
the lack of an efficient 
archiving system on 
Jerusalem, stressing that a 
Dynamic Archival System 
(DAS) would provide a nec- 
essary knowledge base of 
the Holy City. 


British pop ‘bad 
boy’ Gallagher 
in drugs probe 


LONDON (R) — Oasis lead 
singer Liam Gallagher, 
known as the bad boy of 
British pop. was arrested in 
London on suspicion of pos- 
sessing cocaine. Police said 
Gallagher was stopped early 
in the morning in London's 
Oxford Street shopping, dis- 
trict and taken to a nearhv 
police station. He was not for- 
mally charged, but a sub- 
stance was taken away fa 
analysis and the 24-year-old 
Gallagher was ondcrcd to 
report back to police Dec. 3Q. 
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LONDON (R ) — The British 
Bookseller's Odd Title Awanl 
has gone this year to “The 
Greek Rural Postmen And 
Their Cancellmim 

Numbers.'Tt fought off some 
lough competition from 
“God's Chewable Vitamin C 
For The Spirit” and ‘Tractors 
.And The Men Who Love 
Them.” “We feel this year's 
winner will be of lasting 
worth.” Horace Brent, chair- 
man of the judges, told the 
London Times after sifting 
through the obtuse entries for 
the magazine award. Previous 
winners have ranged from 
"Oral Sadism and the 
Vegetarian Personality" lo 
“Proceedings of the Second 
International Workshop on 
Nude Mice.” 
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Poverty on the 
increase in London 


foudis Tan 
i about blast* 

LONDON (AFP) — Poverty 
has increased in the British , 1( _____ ^ , . 
capital over the last 10 yeas V. , . ' j 

and the gap between rich and 
poor is-growing. according to *!*** '' !^/ une 
a study published Thursday. ' 

In 1994 one Londoner inrix ** “J iJu ^ ! ^ r -' 
was receiving social security yH l ^ e ^r.g- 
payments because they were **i*y ^urce*-. the 
unemployed or on a very low interior mini -ter 
income, compared with one 'Announcement* 
in 10 five years earlier, says ^ the blast will be 
the report from the London tfte nshi time” 
Research Centre. More than : W Ben Abdui 
1.5 million people — includ- quoted 
ing partners and children of :ricia| Saudi 
the unemployed or low earn- ' Tint* ail ime -ti- 
ers — were reliant on social sethmush. -\ er . . 
security benefits in 1994. the ■ Wtnins'ihe Wm 
study added. Although still s <4u. Th Washing 
the wealthiest city in England. 

London is host to 14 of the ^ Wi,, h . H /' 
country's 20 most deprived 
electoral wards. The growing ^ *, , 

divide between the most and l P ' be oul * 
least deprived wards is high- A ® aom ^r 
lighted by mortaliiyJ^^Sh,- 
Ohscrvcd deaths below age ■ji, n[ ^ n - L tbe su s- 
75 in 1991 were 25 per rent m ft ' llh Iran, 
higher than expected in the - ^ 
most deprived wards given . ' 1V0r *a sign 
their population characieris- -fl) deal 
tics, while in ihc leaM 
deprived wards they were 20 

i»Q P h~ lranand 
^, havf s ianed 

■-*« P rom "le 

liyss 

signed 
Iran's 

"»w:ni lasi-KKXi rauumiiii* -Mcj n 

are cutting deep into Hon? ' lar ‘dian. 
Kong\ appetite fiv traditional '!•* ni .- ’ r jkpuij, 
Chinese fan:, occrading to an ^Ji n -r'| na ‘ ^ecu- 
analysis by Hang Seng Bank *■ 

Ltd. Of restaurant siaiistic'' Aptian- 
from 1989 io 1 994 “The ^ 
gainers were the fast-food 
chains, while the main loser 
was the IrddiiktnaJ Chinese 
rcstauram." ii said. ^ A 
“ ‘Traditional Chinese rcstai 

n 

tu o 


per cent less than expected. 

Western fast food 
bites into traditional 
Chinese fare 


HONG KONG lAP) - 
Chow Mein is feeling the heat '^Mav ^ 
from burgers and fries- nitriyf ' 
Western fast-food restauranLs '*^ ln 


‘APi 

? n ****T 

rants have suffered a severe i. ^ rmij ° 
downturn." Chinese reslau- i e . ’ Prison ter 
rants numbered 459? i n ," f . ^jackir,,, 


1994. a drop of 13 percent for -,< lf ‘tyd i n a * 
that year alone, and re'enucs 1 ff, rc c an _ t l _ 


.*n- 


.!!! c " d |° 

cent a year during the pericvl 51 rj f 


fell by an average of 4.1 per 


surveyed, said the reprtt^j. f 
issued Thursday. It gave no^p'd 
figure for westem-Mylc fast* ^ 
(ood restaurants. But 
McDonalds, for instance, has . 

116. compared with 54 n* \F|> 


rge 


1991. The report said d«.J C^yp lian 
decline of the Chinese rcsuu* _ 


arT eMed 

rant could be due to pdcc i f (Jf * ch^ 
competition, wage rises \\ ^ j e * ■ 
inflation, and high rents for % v ° u rc es s JJ 
premises, the typical Chine* a a 

eatery being cavernous com- \ • Plian wh 
pared with a fast-food cudd4 ^ rev e . ^ 
Another reason it cited is ti^' ■ t flr ^ ( j et . 
shift of Hong Kong industry r i; 3 ^ hed 
across the border." mcaffl'nt '^te ‘[lie 
fewer manufacturers gi'WS friy. Lria- 

lavish banquets for am && '* » j,. p ^he 
customers. ,tir arr^.^iro 
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